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TO THE MOST 
{REVEREND FATHER 


EIEIEILIZLD 
CD CDCSESED. 


in God, GEoRGs, by Gods 
promidence, eArchbiſhop of { ats= 
terburic, Primate of all Eng-- 


land and Metropolitan,and one 
of his Maieſtics moſt Hono- -- 
rable Prinie Conncell,. | 


AA Ay itpleaſe your Grace 
A þ\, to accept this ſmal trea- 
A p\ tile ; which to preſent 
: vnro your Lordſhip , 
two thinges occafjon 

andembolden mee. The former, is 

chat favourable reſpe& , which it |. 


hath pleaſed you rocaft yponane, & | _*. > 


».. - 
- bew-.s 
bY 


SF hes 


I IR 
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The Epiſtle | 


CE CEE IIET . . 
— | known vnto you. Which as it hath 


laida bond of duty vpon mee, (o 
hath it giuen mee encouragement 
by the offer of this little, ro giue te- 
ftimonie of much thankefulnes, to- 
octher with vnfained reioycing, for 
your happic aduancement to- ſuch 
eminencic,both in the Church and 
State. | 
The later, is the {ingular lou, 
which your Grace hath and doth 
beare to the paines of preaching , 
witneſſed aboundantlie, nor onelie 
by your zealous care to prouoke 
and encourage others vnto that 
grcat workc of the Lord: bur alſo 
by your own voluntarie, andexem- 
plarie labours; in the ſeyerall pla- 
ces,both of # ninerſity, and City,tho- 
rough which you hauc paſſed la- 


\bouring, ro the ioyfull admiration 


ofall, and example of your worthy 
ſuccefors. | 
Which light your Grace ſtill ho!- 


bo EET 


ding out, from that high and Ho- 
| noura- 


re 


———— 


pe rnn————_— 


A —— 
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nourable Watch-rower, whereunto 
you are now aduanced,as you draw 


the eyes and hearts of fach as with | 


well to Szon, to admire and loue 
you, praying that your Bow may 4- 
bide jtroug, and your hands and armes 
be frengthned,by the hand of the migh- 
tie God of Jacob: loam I thereby 1n- 
uiced and emboldened, though the 
leaſt among many ſetaparrt for the 
ſcruiceof the Lard, to preſint your 
Grace with this locke of Geates haire , 
offcred for the vic of the Lords ta- 
bernacle ; I meane this lictle Trea- 
tiſe, touching a ſubie&, which, as 
ncucr more needfull, (o,I truſt;ſhall 
not ſceme vnſeaſonable in this our 
age; wherein vnder this more then 
a 7ubile, of the peace of the Goſpell, 
and protection of gratious Prixces, 
the greater numberare growne dan- 
ecrouſlic cold, and carelefſe, inthe 
purſuitof heauen. Whom to awa- 
ken, if it may bee, from their {u- 
pine ſccuritie, I have bee; dire ed 
JT 3:1, ©. wut 


Pod 
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The Epiſtle . 


truſt, by God, according to that 


ſmall meaſure of grace recetued, ro 


| fond forth this 4[1r#0f our Saul- 


our. Which I make the more bold, 
humbly to offer vnto your Graces 
patronage, that thereunder I may 
commend it, to my deareſt kindred 
and countrimen ; of whome your 
Lordſiip (being fora ſhort time their 
Biſhoppe) hauing once taken the 
ſpeciall inſpe@ion,to their great re- 
ioycing, and hopes, I reſt aſſured , 
your Grace beareth ro them ſtil], out 
of your preſent generall care,aſpc- 
ciall love. In which perſwaſton [ 
am encouraged moſt humblie ro 


| befeech you, that you would 


vouchſafe,with a compaſſionate eye 
to regard their wants; that what 
your godlic wiſdome knowerh beſt, 
and hath often profeſſed, to be the 
chicte meanes to draw from igno- 
rance, and ſuperſtition, into the 
paths of life and faluation, cuen the 
lincere preaching of the word of 
croth 


p" ns 


Deabcatorie, 


truth and lite,may bee both conti- 
nued, where, in ſome places it 1s, 


haue cauſe to bleſſe God for your 
happie aduancement to ſuch heighr 
of goucrnment,and my poore ſelfe 
remaine moſt bound to pray for 
your Graces proſperous continu- 
ance, for the great good of this 


Church, and ſtate, as a chiefe light 


and honour of our famous 7 niner- 

fity,and the comfort and reioycing 

of all the well affe&ted (ons of that 
our common mother. 
Tour Graces 

inmoſt obferuant duty, 


at commaund, 
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and ſupplied where itis yet wanting |. 
' among them. So ſhall their ſoules 
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TO THE CHRISTIAN 

Readers, eſpecially, my belo- 

ued Hearers of the Citie of 
BRr1sT0OLL,and'my deare 


kindred and countrimen 
INSTAFFORDSHIRE. 


He dangerous ſecurity, 
and irreligious impiety 
of theſe laſt and peri- 
lous times, which c- 
werie wnpartiall eye 

| diſcerneth, and eneric 
true Chriſtian heart deploreth and ab- 
horreth;, as it firſt occaſioned mee, to 
make choice of the Scripture opened in 
this Treatiſe, for aText: ſo hath the 
farther conſideration hereof, at length 
made me not onwilling, to publiſh for 


Fae 


_—_—y 


_— — 


> el 
att ed is. 


— a : RED =_ 
: c 
_——y + + N —_ 
7 on ns p43. 
- - T * 


To the Reader, 


| 


Iai.2g.3 


| Iob 16.19. 
| 
Iob.z6.3. 


Iob.33-23. 


| wered ,to the end to diſcouer ſuch ma- 


| ef profite. 


ſerued,tourhing the humors of theworla 


more generallvſe, what at firſt was by 
preaching hereupon more priuately deti- 


lignant humors and withall to awaken 
and rouze vp ſuch careleſſe ſleepers fro 
out of their golden dreame (not vnltke 
that of the hangry man inthe Prophet) 
of ſecured ſafety. 

2 Inwhichendeauour, as my wit- 
nefle is in heauen,and my record on 
highthat mine aime is wholy,to attri- 
bute righteouſnes vnto my maker , 
and withall,as an Interpreter to de-' 
clare vnto man his righrcouſnes,4/- 
rettins from our Sauiours mouth , 
how to attaine to endleſſe happineſſe : ſo | 
haue 1beene ſtirred vp,and encouraged, - 
by a twofold powerfull motine : viz: the | 
conſideration of the neceſlitie, and hope 


3 For theformer. T hat 1 may take 
leaue (in ſilence of my betters) to ſet 
downe what mine experience (being is 


compariſon but of yeſterday) hath ob- 


za 


. 


| 


Tothe Reader, 


in this maine point of the purſuit of hap- | 
pineſse : 1t ſeemeth tome, that euen the 
whole chriſtian pame, and naton, may 
zuſtly fall onder one of theſe two heades: | 
vis: cither ſuch as willingly teede on 
alhes, ſuffering their owne ſeduced 
hearts to deceive them, being not a- 
ble rodeliuer their ſoules, or to ſay, 
istherenota lie in our right hand?or 
elſe ſuch,as by the example and multi- 
tude of the forenamed, are dangerouſlie 
diſheartned 71 their ſafe and ſincere 
courſe. 

_ why ,alaſſe? (to pee oe for- 
mar band of ſeduced ſoules, thto two 
companies: ) firſt, ſome there are, who 
entertain not ſo much as any ſhew of ac- 
ſite or care of entring intolife yay as f 
they had made a covenant wit 
death: and hell, or rather with their ſe- 
duced foules, to beleene that Article of 
Arhciſme, that there is ncither hea- 
ven nor hell - how may they bee ſeene 
runnin@;a looſe and licentions race, of 
moſt abhominable prophaneneſſe , wal- 

lowin? 


Þ 


Iſai.44.20 | 


Iſai.a3, 15 


' 
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Tob z1. 14 


2 Pct. 3.2. 


Iſai.s.19 


j 


lowing in whoredomes, blaſphemes , 


| drunkenneſſe, aud what not acfiling 
| wickedneſse,refuſing to be taught or told 


of the wayes of God , yea ineffett, as 
thoſe in Tob, bidding the Aimigntie 
depart from chem,being ſuch who de- 
fire not the knowledge of his waies : 
 orif they bee threatned with the com- 
"ming and terrors of the Lord like thoſe 
mockers in Peter, aske, where is the 
promiſe of his comming ? aud araw- 
ang in the ſame yoke,and with the ſame 
cords,with thoſe in Taiah,challenge&> 
dare the higheſt maieſtie with, let him 
make ſpced: let him haſte his work, 
that wee may {ce tt, : or zf happilte 
their eonſcience at any time tell thens by 


t 


ee Er, ——_ 


i ſeeret gripes, that they muſt expetÞ 4 
| tudge and indoement : yet how ts their | 
refolution made careleſſe and deſperate, 
i by therr dawnable abuſe of the aocFrine 
of Gos predeſtinaton, that all muſt 
' beas God hath derermined : what 


need they then to take farther care, 
fecing they can neither alter, nor 


(as 


| 


A es oe woup_s a 


Tothe Reader. 


(as they thinke) tarther what God 
bath foreordained. 

5 But beſides theſe monſters, whom 
more then helliſh unbeliefe, hath made 
in this particular worſe then 'the 
very Diuels themſelues, who beleeue 
and tremble: alaſſe, how many are 
there, of a ſecond order,vot ſo deſpe- 
rate, who profeſſing ſome deſire and 
hope of life, may yet bee obſerued,miſe- 
rably toerre and wander, in the wayes 
of death? | 

6 For why? ſome flatter them 
my in wickedneſſe, accounting the 


gate of heauen to be wide and open, and 
the paſſage obuious and eaſie to enter , 
when they will, asif, Chriſt died for | 
all,or as if the vare name of Chriſt were 
4 eate toletin all Papiſts, Anabap-| 
riſts, Familiſts,or any ec? of Keltgton, 
onto life ; and whereat by faith onety, 
(which they cont no ſuch oreat matter) 
or at the hardeſt by an after repentance, 
they may come to enter , whenſocuer 
As lift,thorsh it be at their very bajt. | 
7 Otner 


_— —_— 


en 
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Icre. 48.11 


Zeph.r.n3 


Ter. 42.14. 


ARg.26.18, 


Pro.21.2C, 


7 Others ſiay without , willing to 
enter, bat loath to aduenture. Why ? 
but becauſe they are as Moab ſerled 
on theirlecs : or as thoſe in Zepha- 
ny, frozen on their dregges : reſolued 
before hand, whatſoener the Lords voice 
be, togoe downe into Egypt, toen- | ? 
ioy, as yet, the pleaſures, profites, and | | 
credite, of this preſent world, and ther- 
fore account they him their enemy that 
{ball byteliing them truth, forwarne 
them to flee with ſpeed Fes the wrath 
to come: or if they will bee perſwaded 
to yeela any ting, it is but with Agrip- | - 
pa to become almoſt Chriſtians : or if 
you would haue them abſolute, you muſt 
perſwade others to be ſs alſo,at leaſt, to 


| ſuffer them to bee vnderided in their 


formardnes. So doth the delire of 
theſlothfull flay chem, whrles their 


| hands refule to worke z wz/hing to 


be hapsie, but not regarding to be holy: | | 
willing to beſaued, but loath to bee re- | 
5 ratned of their fleſhly ltherty: content 


7o heare of dying well, but fearins if in | 


their 


Fo the Reader, 


their life they refraine from iniquity, to 
be " oh : or at leaſt a bureer 
the arrowes of reprochful tongues;which 
difficulties rather then they will onder- 
goe, they ſuffer themſelues with the 
multitude,to fall down the ſtreame,into 
vndoubted Jauwmation. 

8 cAndyet,athird ſort there is in 
greater danger ,whiles they think them- 


 ſelues ſecure and out of dangerzas being 


conceited that they are entred alreadie 
within the gate, and walking in the 
wayes of life : when as indeed, they are 
but gropin 2(as the blind Sodomires ) 
in the darke,not hawing found the dore. 
Such as like the luke-warme Church of 
Laodicea, thinke thewelues rich and 
wanting nothing, whey they are but 
poore Who, howſoeuer for making ſome 


| profeſsion, and holding (ome outward 


correſpondency with God and his word, 
ſo as withall they may keepe peace and 
friendſhip with the world: they are ſo 
concetted of their owne perfeftion, that 


who 


} "Kg . 


they are reazy with him in the Gofpell,) 
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Math.19, 
30. | 


2.Tim.3.5 


{ 2 Theſ.z, 
10. 


Terem, 44- 


Reu 12. 4. 


who thought hee had done all, to aske 
what more is wanting /9 them? yet 
is it lamentably apparant,how they de- 
ceiue themſelucs, with a ſhew of godli- 
nes,and deny the power thcreof:/a- 
king on them the profeſſion, but yet not 
entertaining the loue of the truth 
that they may bee ſaued. As 4 7ſt 
puniſhment whereof, how many doe we 


lecuelies? either to halt as Neuters , 
betwceene: tivo opinions ? or to &n7- 
brace with earneſt eagerncs a falſe Reli- 
gi0n? becauſe (whichin the Propher 


abhominations) their forefathers hauc 
therein trod before them? or becauſe, 


ſee viuen ouer to ſtrong deluſions to be-|* | 


heartned the Idolatrous lewes in their | 


theſe waics of ſuperſtition, ſceme ſome 
of them ſtriit and narrow, and there- 
fore likely to bee the waies of life ? yea 
how many whilome mage good ſhe, 
and ſeemed to ſhine bright ,as ſtarres in, 
the frmament of heauen, who are by 
the Dragons taile ſmitten to the 


caith ? by their fall making manifeſt 
how 


— _— 


| | Tothe Reader, 


whiles relapſed and hauing loſt their 
firſt loue, they are as water once maxe 
hote,orowne colaer for the heating, &> 
become ſcoſfers aud aeriders, Uimae!- 
like, or as Michol, if wot worſe, of any 
| that (hallin ſincerity ſet themſelues re- 
| zoycirely to walke in the wares of GoJ. 
| 9 Frnally(forconcluſionof this com- 
| plaint, diſcouering the great neceſsity, 
as I conceined it,of dealing in this argu- 
meat)whiles thus the greater number of 
thoſe that are ſizled with the name of 
| C hriſtians, deipite, or negle&t, the 
counſell of God, and this great fal- 
uation, how doe they not onely ſinne a- 
gainſt their own ſoules,iudging them- | 
{clues vnworthy of cucrlaiting lite ? 
but aiſo{which is more to bee lanentea) 
by their oppoſite multitude, and exam- 
ple,dangerouſiy daut and dijmay the 
hearts, both of Gods faithfull pini- 
ſters in their painſulllabours,and gene- 
rally, ef true hearted Chriſtians, in 
their holy connerſatien. Thoſe , white s 
A they 


how they were but commets at the beſt, | 


Ek 7. 30. 
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hey 7 ſee fo litle fo wit of the tranatle of 
their fnales, if not happily open ueha L2CE, | 
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| poiſon,agam}t all which dar gerons irfe- | 
| CF1c8,95 07 Samtour hail ſec: 2 t0 9110, 
| 72 tha; his counſel to hrs fol lowers, t9 


' ferine with 


Io AVO7) RT as Tt Were counter - 


velcinent earNeftnes, tO 
enter inarthe ſtair gare und #0 walk 
n the natrow w: þ leacins lo ite: [o 
ae I anprenens 160 4s 7 ſecond 1motine, 
for encoura: cement to this warke, the 
kepe conceined hereby of Profige, if the 
Lord ſhall vorcoj:(2 10 aff Ad bis blej- 
fino from aloue, whiles in the openin? 
———— of our Saunoiurs au{were 
touching theſe two main points of Irute 
that thc nnmber to be ſaucd ts oo 
ſmall: 


To the Reader, 


(mall:and che manner dithculr : wee 
[hail avtly meet with gaery kind of the 
forementioned humors. 

11 eAs firſt with the firſt ſort of de- 
{pilers, by way of communation, (axd 
confaration withall , of their curſed 
blaſphemics, and reaſoninss a2amdt the 
Lord) whiles, to appale(ifit may bee) 
their obzurate jþirits, they bee charged 
as ouiity of  nrderin 2 therr own ſoules, 
| and r'reatued as ſcorners aione toſuf- 
fer,to be ſwept away with the beſome of 
deilrnition, and caft into the burning 
like: Gods inuſtice in reietins them, 
ftanting meaze white cleare, and their 
condemnation prou?d inſt, as wholy by 
themſeines dejerned, who mnener ſo 
| much as entertains, the defire of grace, 
or regarded the counſel of God in his 
word, thit they minht be ſanzd. 

12 arther,w#th the other ſort, that 
nealect this great ſaluation,wheles, ey- 
ther they thinkeit eaſi? to bee had here- 
after, or are loath for it to leaue the 


| 


world, or think they haue atready inte- 


A. 3 reſted 
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| 


| rection,and farthfull counſel. 


reſted themſelues therein : our acaling 


ſhall befound to be,by in{truRtion,cor- 


13 For firſt, our labour is by way of 
dottrine, to infirud? and confirme 
them in the truth,here by our bleſSed $4- 
utor propounded both touching the num- 
ber of them that ſha!l be ſaued,that,viz. 
how ſoener they bee many in themſelnes, 
yer are they tn compariſon with then 


| that perrſb,but (as S.Auguitine,or r4- 


| 


' 


| 


ther the Lo:d ( not T) reſoluing this 
fofnt, maketh the ſimilitude) as the 
whear co:nes 2z compariſon with the 
chaffe a riching, or 4 gleaning. or 4 
remnant,few of many,aiimtle flocke : 
45 4'ſo touching the manner of attaining 
onto ſaluation,that it is difficult, and 
nor {o eail2.-S/7ce howſoener Chriſt 
Teſus, the eate and way of life, and fo 
« {the porches and pathes compriſed vn- 
der him, be in themſelues faire and (þ4- 
tions : yet ſo ſeeme they not (neither tn- 
Yeed are)ts the carnall luzgards, who 


| chorſe rather to wander in the many by- 


Wes | 
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Tothe Reader, 
wayes of death, then to walke conſtantly 
an! conſcionably in this 0n8 »nely way 
of ife.Strait inaced ana nitrow: not in 
regard of it ſelfe,but alaſſe, becauſe men 
are by naiu:e, eith.r blim1 and cannot | 

find the 22te, or jtiJenzcked and ſtuffed : 
withworldly pelfc, that they brooke not 
to ſtoope, or ſtrip themſe!nes, that thy 
may get in: or delighting ts roue, they 
endure not to be bounded,no not within 
the pales of the law of hberty: or finally, 
they feare if they ſhould bee forward, to 
be excombred with the briers and buſhes 
lyins in thepath. In which reſpects by 
mans own corruption, the gate an { way 
of life is made ſtrait to enter, and nar-. 
row to walkein, except with violence 
and earneſt ſirife. 

14 Andhence therefore, is our inf | 
corre&tion in the (econ place inferred | 
to diſcouer their folly, whe conceiting it 

| a ſmall matter to enter intolife, or be- 
| ins loath to leaue the world, ſtay wan- | 
drins without : whiles racking Goas 
mercy without his leaue,they forjlow the 

A 2 time, 
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time,deſerring to ſet 0: ut P60 then 1our- 
ney, vitill thee enening of their ave hin- | 
| k:n2 then fitteſt to begin an CNueanour 
alter life, when their hoare haires cal 4 
Sou to thinks of death, When: as aia{ic | 
poore ſon! egthey rat not low ſodainis 7 
ere they wiiſt? uſt therr ſtate, the pitics 

oth may be Put wvpon thim, neither 
con{iter how their conc nſſen wu! 2:0 
ceſſarily fellow, as*the premiſ; es were 
framed, and their death an{were 1. 
tenor of their life ; which while 
neglect to referme, as Preferrtz:v 
earth to heane end the ror: "the 
world.to the 4 ſurin? of (heir ! _ f 
fſenles : little comfort 32: =o Live ts 
thefrequ BY COMPARY 7 þ 4 j/4 je ale ug 
withthem, as beaj/ 0s 7 5 AY 20 the 
feambles, ts wardede's T1147 

15 Torecall whom, ax 1" 1772 ul ill, 
to looke unts their Twaies. our ©: unſell 
may be founto be thirdly, this ſome of 
our Sautour in the T ext,to all that long 
after life,to ſtriae with earneſtneſſe to 
enter ina the ſtrait gatc:not to walke 

er] 


| 


| 
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To the Reader. 
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warrant themslelues to ao what they ſee 
many dec.No, ut rather 10 trie them- 
[clus,whether i ey be earred nithin the 
gat, Þ walking in the wayes of life + 
that is,n faith, repentance, obedrence , 
patience? , which in Chriſt lead to life: 
Whertz wiies many only with a forma- 
lit y of crtward profeſton, miſerably ne- 
ceiur thew[elues, boaſting of what they 
hai? not receiuea;or miſled and drawne 
af.ce by the error of the wicked, fal from 
that jtedfajines which they once profeſ- 
{ed our care you ſhall find to be, both to 
put in caution, againjt the falſe wayes 
ſeeming ſirait, and withall toyeeld di- 
rc&tion with adniſe how to find, and 
enter the true waies of life; yea farther, 
how to examine and trie our eſtate , for 
both entrance & continuice,in every of 
theforementioned,that none be miſled or 


| fail away that belong to Goa. So may our 


dealing be found to be, with the [euerall 
ſorts of ſuch as are ſeduced. 

15 eAndaccordinely alſo, with the 

A 4 other 


non 


gn — 


Tothe Reader. : 


other fort, of ſuch as are in danger to 
faint, and be diſhartned in this, courſe: 
our dealing well be found, fitting their 
| condition, by wa; of comfort and en- 
couragemcnt. 

17 Firſt,to the faithfull Miniſter not 
to faint though lee be Gow {fault with, 
for deliut;ing the wrath, neither to bee 
diſcouraged if he ve not abletowinalto 
embrace the irw: h : but rather torcoice 
7n Goa, for the gainof any,though [ome 
few; yea,or if not any, yet in the faxing 
of kisowne ſoule, by approume of his | 
faithſulnes onto the Lord ; with whom | 
how foeer the ſucceſſe be, his tudgement | 
foa'l be fanourable,and his reward aſſu- 
rs 

18 Secor/l;, to the true beleeners , 
who thourh but few, net if truely faith- 
file,ond of the litt'e fiocke, need not to 
feare or be diſcouraged ſince forthem 4 
K1n940m is prepared: whereto, whiles 
by the renewing of their hearts. and re- 
| membrance of i err former euzl waies: 
| by their Tealctodraw others with thens 
vnto 


| 


Tot he Reader, 


"onto God: and hearty loue wnts the 


ſaints and ſeruants of God : (ſure notes 


where they be ſincere, of a right faith | 


in Chriſt) they can find themſelucs to 
 walke : how can they but reioice with 
7oy unſpeakable and glorious, in the ri- 
ches uncocetuable of Gods free loue unto 
them ; who hath ſenered them from the 
refuſe of the world, reſeruing them 2s 
veſſels of mercy unto himſelfe.' Where- 
fore to encourage them, howſoeucr ma- 
lizned by the world,and by their ſepara- 
tion from the world, in danger to bee 
maae a prey : our labour finally will bee 
faund,to diſcouer how theſe gates aud 
wayes, that ſeeme to the earnall man ſo 
ſtrait and troubleſome,areyet in them- 
ſelues,and unto them that once are c1- 
tred into them , pleaſant and of delioht. 
T he other ſort that walke in the broade 
way,beins indeed thoſe that endure the 
moſt wretched [lauery wider hard m2- 


maſters) fin and ſatan: when as they 
though walking ſolitarily, are the onevic 


bleſſed 


” 


ſters(worſefar then Pharaohs taste- | 


| —— 


To the Reader, 


| bleſsed and happy brood of trauailers , 
whoſe leader is Chriſt Tejus , whoſe | 
| guard the holy 4nzels, whoſe footſec}'s | 
are direffed by Gods bleſſed ſpirit of 
truth their olory,though «5 of the Fings | 


dawhter inward, yet ſur paſo, being 
Chrifts beauty put pon them © finally 
their reioycing in thus life, though 4- 
midſt affiicHion, to themſelues anrable, 
by others oncorceinable, and their end 


aſſured peace. 


19 Theſe things (according to the | 


meaſure of my poore talent) as I haue 
endeauoured with perſpicuows platnenes | 
to ſet before the cyes of my Chriſtian &> | 
indifferent Readers :ſo for farther l:eht 
| of vnder ſ{anding,and heipe of memory, 
I haue thought good,to draw them ſum- 
marily into a briefe Table, containing 
the method and diſpoſition of the whole | 
difcaurſe ; firſt delinered in d:ucrs ſer- 
10ns, but now connected without dz- 
ftinionſince (as the T able will ſhew ) 
there ts 4 cohercxce an1 continuation of 
| the whole, The curious queſlio biting only 
Fou- 


} 
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TotheT Reader, 


touches 4;for diſcoue y of the ath tiſma and 
curioſity of worldlin»5,/o a; to make way 
to our, Sonics eractors anſwere : affor- 


( the which 1 k.0w 10t any more needful 
to be orged,or winch are more hay -dly di- 
| geji es { by the carnal &> trrelinions hart; 
which hath AKC INC the more io lahour 
to con forme.and make them plaine, The 
| f0r1229, touching the number of them 
| that ſha 11 be ſaned, thit—they are in 
| comparitun b.t few — and the later, 
| touching the manner of attaynino to ſal- 
vation, that: —irisro fleſh and bluud 
no eatte mattcr.-- which the: efore all 
had need to looke i toertly after, that 
| world attaine tolife, Since this is c:y- 
| taine, God cannot eniure that man 
ſhould ſeeke 10 find on? or preſcribe vizto 
| himſelfe any other way to life, or yet re- 
fuſe to walke m that, which his wiſdom 
hath preſcribed and ſanttified in hi; 
word of truth, and wherein the faithful 
inall ages hauc paſſed vnto glory. 
| .20 Now the fruit of theſe my labors 
as 


ding ws the two main notes of dottrige | 


j 


, 


| 
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Tothe Reader. 
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| ſurutue the reſidue of the terms of a fraile 


as Chri/liancharity (tegether with my 
| ſpecial calling) binaeth me, onfained(y 
to wiſh to al Chriſtian hearts,who ſhall 
take paines toread them: ſo doe parti- 
calar reaſons of important reſpect per- 
ſwade me in eſpecrail manner to recom-) 
end them with moſt harty wiſh of pro- 
fite onto thoſe, who before are by name 


more ſpecial charge m the Lord,or who! 
are my Countrimen & Kindred ac-| 
cording to thefleſh. | 

21 For firſt, with the former of 
theſe two ſorts, who hane beene care-| 
witneſſes of the delinery of this truth , 
my aefire ts, to leaue (if happily it may | 
life,) this tract as aremembrance unto 
them, after my departure from the, 
both of what they haue beene taupht in 


mine vnfained love wnto their ſoules, 4- 
mons whom the Lord hauing in mercy 
pleaſed to ſettle me,and with peace and 


u—w—_ wa. 
- - 


comfort (full fue yeeres andbetter) to 
con-! 


rn 


k 


meutioned : viz{o many 45 are of my 


this moſt nece//wry point, and alſo of | 


Tothe Reader. 


continue my I iniſtery: Imight ſeem 
wnthankefull to bis Ii aieſtie, did I not 
with reiozcing «cknowledge this ſpecial 
fauour: or be thouyht perhaps not ſufft- 
cientlykind and careful of them,could 
I net ſincerely profeſſe with the Apoſtle, 


{ how from the hearrroot in Chrittle- | 
ſusI longafter them : bezng jealous. 
ouerthem with a godly icalouſic:.zs 
hauing no grcarer loy then to {ce a- 
ny walking in the truth : par aef4- 
ring any thins more then that my ſelfe 
and fellow lahourers nay bee able in the 
laſt aay, togiuc vp our accounts for 
| them with ioy and not with griete:yea 
| to hane them, as our glory, toy and 
; crownc of retoycing, inthe preſence 


of our Lord eſus Chriſt,athis com- 
| Ming. 

' 22 And for the other fort of my 
| deare kindred and countrgnen, ſmece it 
| hath pleaſed the Lord (who appointeth 
to eucry one of Hs ſeruants, both his 


portion and his place of ſeruice) to call 


and fend me, as ke did lonah wato 
| Nim- 


——t——_—_ 


Phil.r.$ 


2 Cor 11 


3 Tok 4. 


Heb.13.1 


I The,2.i9 ! 


| 

| 

| 

| 
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Tothe. Reader. 
Ton,1.2,3. Nininch,or 25 LETT into Macedonia, | 
—_— that I £478 891 5 Our 5 HHOUNS T43- | 
ncr was j1 473% Vi IR toe S YHRaY0 707 Fi 
Nazarc thz to 12/irult them of mine : 
own? 1 vive and Fane, im the wayes 
of Col, aor be as a; hoine-borne Phy(i- 
tian, to aÞps ys Go/ls valme fo; healing of 
the [0;e; of the daunhier of mine owne 
people: yet God forbid that naturall | 
affettion towards wine owne bowels, || 
and natine ſoile,{Fon'd be fo farre extin- | 
gmſhed:as that ' ſhould not ( with the'! 
Prophet and holy peoplein the Pſzlme ) | 
Plal1o2. | i-pporture the Lord,to aritzand hauc | 
mercy thericon;and in the meane rime 
delight in the ſtones. & have pity on. 
the duſt thcreoi. For whoſe peace an! | 
Pialr2z.8 | ſpecial proſperity, as,for my brethren 
and kindred fake 1a bogr:d to pray : 
mince hearts delire being for them, 
as Saint Pauls was for his naticn of 
Rom.o.1, | the Hebrewes, that they may han? the | 
meanes and grace of life : ſa doe 1 de-| 
fire in this abſezce, to ſend and recom- 
med this 2: a preſent pledge and pawn 


| 
8 


13- 
Verſe 14. 


To the Reader. 


of my reſpectful Ioue and due remens- 
brance of them. Who being of a diſpo- 
ſition ingenious and not auerſe from the 
be/t things vant nothin? ſo much as rc- 
mn cmorances, ts make them ſee and 
 ſhanne all reliques of (uperſtition, and 
With Gods bleſsing, to make them ready 
| a5a people prepared tor the Lord. 

| For whom thou?h t cannot ſay in that 


| | heig, ht of the Apoſtles ſuperabundant 


zeae, that T would bee ſeparated 


ted out of the booke of life,yet ſhall 7 
| deſire with the ſame Apoſtle for his be- 
| one Ephelt ans continually to how my 

| | knees vnto the fatherofour Lord Te- 

| {2s Chriſt, (of whom is named the 
| whole family in heaucn & incarth) 
that hee may grant them according 
to the riches of his glory, to bee 
| ſtrengthned by his ſpirit inthe inner 
man, that Chriſt may dwell in their 
hearts by faich,&c, 

23 4ndenen J7 recommending theſe 
my laborrs to God's b: ng who alone 


FI 


— 


from Chriſt,or witþ Moſes, be blot-. 


Ifa.62..6. - 
Luk.1.17 | 


; Rom.,g.3- 


Excd,z2. 


2s 


Eph. 3. 14 
I5.0c 
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| 


. To theReader. | 
' is all in all, giving the encreaſe, and| 
| the all thoſe.who ſe Chriſtian bearts| 
ſhallin ſincerity of truth deſre the | | 
knowledge of the Lord, to life eternall , 
vnto God & the word of his grace, 
whois ablcto build farcher, and ro 
- | giue them an inhericance among ail 
chem that are ſanRified : as being a- 
ble to doc exceeding abundantly, a- 
boue all that wee aske or thinke ac- 
cording to the power that worketh 
invs. 7 takeleaue. From Briſtoll , 
Ianuary 20. 


Yoursinthe Lord Jeſus, 


EDvvwARD CHETYYIND,f 


The Table, ſhewing the Contents, ahd Methodicall diſpoſition of the 
whole Treatiſe, according tothe Seftions d Hlinguſhed by 7 figures | 


he ſumme, A Conference: parts», Se&t.r. A B4 OS Þ 
Curious, _—_ : x of cauiliing Atheiſts, S, 
TSch.s. yeelding inſtruRion for diſcouery of oy +; 7 {of dutious Spirits $23 


1 AQueſtion, For condition, Caprious, 


2. An Anſwer f = Wile, lows, Sea. 5. containing two rg 
ſt Implyed, The ———_ of the Queſtion, yeeldin 
: Dodrine touching the m9 few: are faued——which is 
$ x Exphcated,by reſoluing aduubt,Sect.7. (1 By teſtimony ofthe Prophets. SeR.8. 
2 Illuſtrated and appreued z: By examples of Gods proceedings. Seft.9, 
From the Parable vfthe 4.grounds.Scct. 104 


1 CorreQon ioyned with confutation of F 3 Will, 


Cauillers , whoſe obie&1ons from the ) 4 luſtice, 
5 Merite of Chriſt , 


2 Inftruion for confirmation of weake beleeuers, Seft.13, 
3 Admonttion to waine trom following multitudes,Se. I4. 
4 Conſolation and Confortation, — is <2 

{ I To faithfull Miniſters in their labours, I F. 


2 Toallcrue belecuers intheir happy eſtate, yeelding 
JS genctal remembrance of their fate al = 5.6. 


\ r Comfort and matter of gratulation by——- Lz Speciall examining of their preſax ſtate by 


i 
[. Application fourefold. viz. > very = 
1 PropoſedSe@. le, 
4 Satisfied, Se.12, 


A 
2 Encouragement, for exultation,SeR. 18. 4. note 4 a Anewheart, 5ce, w _— - —— ns, Þ-S.7. 


2 Exprefſed, the exhorcation inferred ,Aafording, — NE 'H ; 
'C D6&rine couching the number,that—irisns calie matter bur difficult to a faluaion,F Sect.19, which is 


£ Explicated two waics. 
t More generally by reſaluing a doubt , ſhewing, | af the getopuny Fs olife. Fs. a. 
- 02 More particularly vnfolding : how q 
R h . Fair 
x Vader Chriſt are foure paths comprehended, viz 0 Repentance: 3 Obedier:e, w ; 
to life,SeA.2 
3 Theſe are not in themſelucs but to fleſhand bloud Araic and Aarrow, F 4 Fatlenes ; 4 ERILS 6 


2 Confirmed by rwo reaſons,viz : becaule thegate and way is, 


b 


bounded.S.25 
incombred, 5,26 


: Onely one,Se6t. 22, | | 
| | t Finding, hidden. S. 23 
2 Entring. Che NES .S 24 


In ſhewat leaſt cofi:ſhand bloud,fceming firair and narrow,yviz.for ; 3 Proceeding 
4Perſcuering 


[. Vſe,fourefold. Viz. I humbling. 
2 huogring. Q $9 


#1 InftruQtion for trill and etamination. Is 4 ("x Faith by 3 looking; 
x in generalland how necellary, wt 4 louing, 6 


;ſtooping. 


| 
| » ſpecial of ech\ * © for entrance, Y Fo Repentance by "0" ripping: _ 
6 ry? :ſorrowing. 4 Js 


by 4.rules; viz; 
| y4.rules;vi PA two thc cbimmmnece, } 3 — iſtriuing. 
q 2 relotlution $.2% 


znot ſtraying \ 
a i ; Cs dev _ I oy 

. c fG l * 

4 Patience, by — "2 $5497 cor ming 2 þ Seb 3t 


| 3 Obedicce by 


help of praier. 
hope of gloty, 


ET . 


z Commination,atid how neccffary, which is 
__ I Preſumprionol of mercy. | 
3 Crimination of the reprouing M iniſtery 


5 I Oppoſed by two obicRtions— 
1Recrimination and defence of the Miniffery. 
Z Maintained ofthe contrary with — t: 2 Terror, excluding from hope ofmercy.| 
3 Admonicion,preſſed withthe generall reaſon in the text, _ . 34. where two things: | _ ; 
1 Of the prophane who feek nt, ceme tofeeke but *{ cihot en» 
þ t Anctplication, ſhewing the deceiuing hope 1 2 Of PER :who 2 ſtriue nor, & therefore ler 5.3% 


2 ACaution againſt ſuperſtitious wayes ſceming ſtrait, inferring a rwofold care : 
r preſcribed by Chrift. 


"1 To find out the ſtrait wates to life, viz: which are] 2 direQing ymoChrilt. 
2 To enter and goe forwatd, wheretg is added —— yy 


| xin RR Den eneyye = { life death. Fs 37. | 
K Cai} Terre St 4 Diſkorioth. Fes, 3s, 


2 in ſpeciall by prevecuparionel all exccptions,as of $ 2 Tablet 5 Diſcotnetts. 


x Sath.t 2.23: God forbid, that 1 ſhould fune againſt the Lird,and ceaſe praying fo, "j68 ; bite [will 
ſhew you the good and right wayc 


STRAIT 


Gate, and narrow 
way to Life. 


| Like 13.2324-Then ſaid one unto him. 

| Lord,are there few that ſhalbe ſaued? 
eAndhe ſaidvnto them, Strine to en- 
ter in at the ſtrait gate: for '1many, 
I ſay unto you, will ſeek toenter in, 
and ſhall not be able. 


N theſe wordes is ſet 
downe, the fumme of a 
| Conference, which paſſed 
berwixt another man, 
whoſe name we find not- 
mentioned, and our bleſſed Sauiour , 
| concerning. the great matter, moſt 
| ___ worthy 


IT" So 


Theſtratt gate, A 


Ver.22, 


Lord, are there few that ſhall be ſaned? 


wotthic for vs all to hearken after, of 
mans {aluation. Wherein the parts are 
plaine,in number, as the _ two: 
th'one making way vnto th'other, 
and the later inferred by occaſion of 
the former; namely,a Qzeſtior, and an 
Anſwere., The Queſtion moued by 
that other man vnto our Sauiour, tou- 
ching the number of them that ſhould 
be ſaucd: for, Ther ſaid onevnto him, 


whereunto is adioyned our Sauiours 
Anſwere, dire&ted not to him onely, 
that moued the Queſtion, but to the 
reſtalſo then preſcnt, . for inftruction , 
rouching the manner rather of attay- 
ning vnto Saluation, but which with- 
all implied init, the reſolution of the 
Queſtion, moucd about the.number : 
for, Then ſaid he unto them, Strine to 
enter in at the ſtrait gate: for many I 
ſay onto you, will ſecke to enter in,.. aud 
ſhal not be able. ral 

2 Andfir(t for the Qzeſtion(to touch 
that. onely by the way, and ſo as to 
make plaine the way to the Anſwere 
following,) the coherence of it with 


m1 verſe precedent, may perſwade vs 
to 


——_—. 


and narrow way. 


rothink, thatit was occaſioned by our 
Sauiours Teaching, as he went iourny- 
ing towards Jeruſalem; What? bur, 
as elſewhereit is expreſſed, The Goſ- 
pell of the Kingdome; inuiting alltore- 
pent, and belecue in him the Meſſiah 
promiſed,that ſo they might bee ſaued, 
Vpon hearing whereof, wee may well 
conceiue this fellow ro moue this que- 
tion, touching the number of them 
that ſhall be ſaued: Lord,are there few 
that ſhall be ſaved? but how our Saui- 
our reckoneth hereof, wee may | 
beſt by the indireQnes of his Anſwere, 
1n qr not vnto the point, bur 
made rather to the Queſtion which. 
ſhould haue beene asked; namely,how 
men might come to be ofthar bleſſed 
number ; our Sauiour ſhewing there- 
by, as elſewhere by the like, his diſlike, 
and diſapprouing of the Queſtion mo- 
ued. Buthow farre his diſlike was of 
it, and conſcquentlie our cenſure to 
paſſeagainſt it; wherher,as a Queſtion 
onely needlefſe and curious, or farther 
yet, carping and captious; that is 
notleft expreſſed, and therefore cer- 
tainely cannot he gathered by vs who 

B 2 know 


- 
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Tobi 26, | 


— 


The ſtrait gate', 


Mar19-3: 


Mat.22.17- 


Ma-.22.28, 


know not , farther then is here re- 
uealed, wit hwhat heart, and to what 
purpoſe,the fellow ſpake it. 
Howbeit,as all agree in this, that it 
was at the beſta curious and imperti- 
nens demaund,as of one,who being cx- 
horted to ſet towardes Heauen, muſt 
know firſt what ſtore of company went 
that way, ere hee would be drawne to 
vndertake thc journey : ſo farther,that 
it was worſe thenſo, namely, out of a 
captious humour, to carpe and catch, 
ifpoſſible,at our Sauiours Dotrine; as 
all circumſtances of the Text may well 
ſeeme to bearcit, ſo may wee bee per- 
{waded to conceiue ofit, if but = 
the frequent vſe of ſuch like Queſtions 
in other places propoſed by ſuch car- 
ping companions;as by the Phariſes 
touching Diuorce : 1s it lawfull for 4 
man to put away his wife vpon euery 0c- 
caſion? by the Herodians touching the 
Tribute money : Tell vs what thinkeſt 
thou, Is it lawfull to gine Tribute to Ca- 
ſar or no? By the Sadxces touching the 
woman that had ſeauen husbandes, 
brought in to impeach the doctrine of 


theReſurreQion : I» the Reſurrefion , 


——@#OIIR 


EBLo_wu _ a S.owwo oo... [ac .0.09 


: whoſe 


ht... As 


F i and marrow way. 


whoſe wife ſhallſhe be' of the ſenen? Of 
like cauilling nature to which, to con- 
ceiue and take this Queſtion alſo, wee 
may be mouedtherather,by confidera- 
tion of the matter touching which it is 
made, namely, the number that ſhalbe 
ſaued - which may eafily be conceiued, 
to containe in it a cauill againſt our Sa- 
uiqurs doctrine,touching the means of 
Saluation, onelie by faith inthe CMe/- 
ffah promiſed,and trueRepentance, by 
few embraced. 'Whercat whiles the | 
vnbeleeuing Iewes, who thad beene 
taught to reſt onely 1n/the formall ob- | 
ſeruance of legall ceremonies, maruai- | 
led,;no doubt; and murmured : wemay, 
well imagine this fellow, more for- 
ward then the reſt, .to moue this Que- 
ſtion, by way of cauill or obie&ion.. 
whereto, ſhould our Sauiour hauc, re- | 
turned anſwere, that not a few, but; 

| manie ſhould bee ſaued; his replic hap- 
pilie would not haue bcene to ſecke,to, 
taxc our Sauiours teaching as vatrue, | 
that ſure then men might bee ſaucd, 

without recciuing him,or obeying his 

doftrine,fince few were his followers, . 
doing what hee required; but on the 

B 3 con= | 


The ſtratt-gate, 


contrary,ſhould the anſwere haue been 
as was expectedrather, that indeede 
there were but few who ſhould- enter 
into life, this ' happily hee imagined}, 
could-not but procuremueh il} will, if 
not worſe, vnto our Sauiour, as being 
one, that taught a cruel doCtrine;much 
derogatorie to that high conceit wher- 
wirh moſt flatter themſelues, touching 
the vniuerſality and ſuper-abundanr ri- 
ches of Gods mercie; with which: the 
cannot conceiue; how it ſhould well 
ſtand, to ſuffer the greater number of 
mankind to periſh. _ TOS 
3 Andinthis ſenſe alſo if wee con- 

ceiue this Queſtion, as ſome ofiudge- 
-ment haue, to bee not onely needleſly 
curious, but alſo” impiouſly carping & 
captious ; herein,asin a cleare mirror 
wee may behold diſcouered the hu- 
mours that haue cuer beene in all ages 
amongſt the people of the world; and 
inſpeciall how,--» This great and high- 
eſt point of truth ;tonching the mattere&xy 
means of ſaluation,is entertamed,either 
with carpiug impiety, or with dangerous 
cariofity —— 009% 

| Forſo, toſhew that this eauiller:& 


his |: 


p_ 


| 


LO — 


and narroW way, 


his Queſtion, be not without fellowes; 
as it is molt certaine, that no elder age 
ofthe world hath wanted them , who 
in the pride of their rebellious and yn- 
belecuing hearts, haue beene bolde to 
make a mocke, and to moue cauill a- 


gainſt the ſacred. truth of God in his | 


Word reuealed, which cafily might bee 


inſtanced euen fromthe daies of Adart |  * 


downeward vatill Chriſt : ſo, that wee 


may not think ſuch cauillers,by Chrifts. 


comming, to be,together withthe hea- 
then Oracles, quite put to-hlence; S. 
Peter hath not ſpared to forwarne vs of 
the comming in the laſt dayes of ſuch 
mockers, o walking after ther owne 
lufts, ſhall ache where u the promiſe of his 
comming; and bee ready ro bring rea- 
ſon againſt it, as if there were no. ſuch 
matter to be looked for. And accor- 
dingly, how eafie,alas,is ir,now a daies 


to find,and that amongſt ſuch as pro- 


feſle themſelues worſhippers ofthe true 
Godin Chriſt, many ceuery where of 
captious and contradicting ſpirits; who 
nor onely liue the life, bur ſpeake alſo 
the very language of Atheiſme , be- 
wraying by their rongues, their ſpite 

4 and 


. 
2.Pet,z 9. 


T he ſtrait gate, 
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Math, 3.8. 
Mar. 4-417. 
AR.2.38. 

Eph. 5-15. 
Rom.12.2, 


Plal.119.9. 


.and deepe diſlike, againſt the truth of 


Chriſt rcucaled in his word, ſpeciallic 

in this very point of points, touching 

mans fſaluation. Who bee they called 

vpon, according to the tenour of the 
Baptiſt,our Sauionr, & his Apoſtles do- 
Erine,to repent,and beleewe the Goſpell, 
to watke circumſpettly,as by a line, 4- 
bandoning the f.1ſhions & courſes of this 
preſent world, and taking heed unto their 
waies according to the Word,that ſo they 
may bee ſaucd : and what ſhall you 
heare from rhem ſtreight, but queſtio- 
nings-and rcaſonings, ſuch as this in 
our text,vtteringthe fooliſhnes of their 
ignorantly prophane hearts? For (to 
giueivſtance in ſome few of their cur- 
© ſed ſpeakings ) Ther belike will they 
& reply, there can noxe bee (aued, but 
« ſuch as follow Sermons, which comonl 

«© are not the moſt, and ſome of them as 
« bad, as proud, conuctous and malicions , 
*« as any Whoſoener, Or what? if none can 
« bee ſaued, but ſuch as will bee fopare | 
*<forſooth,cf holy,as you Preachers wonld 
& haue them;Then God be mercifull ynto 
&« v3,for ſure but a few of many ſhould bee 


« (aued. And then; What then? Why? 
By 


OI I. 


and narrow way. 


| **all? Or, Is not God mercefwll, yea his 
| ©© mercy aboue all his works? Or, may we 
| © thinke, that God made ſomany tocon- 
| *© demne them? Tea, and what? Predeſti- 


TC can they tell, who ſhall bee ſaned, and 


Gods ſecrets ? When, 1 maraell, were 


&« By this reckoning, you would make 
& God not to beſo ſtrong as the Dinell- 
« Or, how can that bee true, that God 
«would haxe all men ſaucd? For, though 
© we be ſinners, yet, did not Chrift dye By 


© ated them of old untoit ere they were 
© borne ? Indeed, ſaith the Papiſticall A- 
« theiſt; 'Sir,. [ hae heard Preachers 
© preach of Predeſtination;but ,methinks, 
*itis a very dangerous. dottrine , able 
© to drixe men to deſpaire. Or, What ? 


* who ſhall bs damned ? Doe they knowe 


«© they in heauen to ſpeake with God? Or, |, 
© Be not they men as well as others? And 
*« good, many of them, no longer then | 
*«whiles they are in the pulpit > Well, wee | 
«be ſinners all, God amend vs; and then, 
© we ſhall, [doubt not, allat length come 
<0 heauen. bit vere 
I appeale herein, to the iudgement of 
ſo many, as are able to diſcern, & haue 


had experience of any thing ; whether 
| theſe 


The ſtrait gate, 


theſe bee not. the queſtions and reaſo- 
nings, touching this maine point of 
faluationanddamnation,of many of all 
ſorts, no better hecrein then very Athe- 
iſts, who beleeuing neither God,nor his 
reucaled 'truth , would 'faine flatter 
themſclues in a vaine deluding hope; 
© that, Lie how they liſt, and doe what 
<« chey pleaſe; Yet, God is mercifull ; and 
© z/henſoeuer a ſinner ſhallrepent, &c. 
« 4nd,Chrift died for al,and ſo for them; 
© and therefore, they doubt nothing, but 
| <© they ſhall be ſaned, as ſoone as the beſt. 
* Or, ſay, they be bad yet they be not the 
© worſt in'the world, there bee ar bad as 
« they; and, if the worſt therefore befall 
« them, that they doe goe to hell, yet they 
« ſhall haze fellowes, and truſt to make ds 
© good fhift for themſelues, as ſhall ſome 
&« others. 7 OR | 
4 But,(tolcaue theſe: wretches and 
their humours for a while) may we not 
note alſo another ſort, not ſo impious, 
but of amore indifferent temper ; who 
yet through idle cxriofity, are dange- 
rouſly tranſported, from embracing the 
meanes and way of ſaluation preſcri- 
bed, to make queſtion how many or 


f 


what 
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whart others ſhall be ſaued ? Yes verily; 
but, who' heerein ſhew themſclues to 
be, what S.Peter would not haue Chri- 


originally importeth)as Biſhops in ano- 
thers Dioceſſe. As yet once, the ſame 


our Saxtorr ſaying to him, Follow mee, 
He replied ftreight vpon' the fight of 
Tohn, with Lord, what ſhall this man do? 
Right like to whom in humor, may the 
moſt part of men be found,” more curi- 


whether or how many 'others ſhall bee 


ſaued;the faithfully carefull,to do what 


|attaine ſaluation,Nay,heerein,how ma-, 
ny are there, that agree in humor, with 
that Phrifian Prince ; who, when by 
the Frenchmen vnder the goucrnment 
of Charles Martell, aboutthe yeerec of 
Chriſt 735, the Phriſians were compel- 
ledto embracethe Chriſtian faith, com- 
ming tobe baptized, and hauing one 
foot in the water ; is recorded to haue 
turned about to the Biſhop, deſiring 
firſttobe reſolued, whether more alrea- 
die departed were in hell, or more in 
heauen; 


Pp EE 


tians tobe, b»fie bodres, or(as the word. 


S:Peter may ſceme to haue been, when | 


ous in enquiring what they neede not, | 


God requireth, that themſclues may.| 


1.Per.4.15. 


a Morpioi io + 
Ko709Hs 


lob.'21.1 9, 


Verſ,at, 


Gual, hom. 
140.72Luc, 
| Naucl, wol, 
2. Generate 


24, 
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1 beauen; but recciuinganſwer, that the 


| Hhappes ſay, was-.the deſperate humor 


| panic, goe ſtreight ro Heauen, curiouſ- 


- | touching the.number of them thar ſhall 


greater number were in hell, whither al 
muſt that would not bee baptized and 
become Chriſtians; refuſed thereupon 
to receiue the Sacrament, pulling his 
foot out of the water, and profeſſing 
that hee would follow where the moſt 
were gone before, This, you will per- 


ofan Infidell,thatknew not God:How- 
beit, would God, hee had not left be- 
hind him,cuen among Chriſtians, ma- 
mie his fellowes, all too kinde hearted 
good fellowes in this behalfe ; _ who, 
though in words they will not for 
ſhame profeſle ſo much,yet prooue by 
their licentious life and wicked deedes, 
that they had rather with the multi- 
tude, though wandring along to hell, 
then with the lefler, bur far wiſer. com- 


lie inquiring, as heere this companion, 


be faued,how great or ſmalitis; wiſh- 
ing in heart: and hoping it will bee 
great, that ſo they might alſo ſhuffle 
in amongſt the, multitude ; but not .ca- 
ring, truly to learne, or when they are 


directed | 


_ | whats 


and narrow w ay. 


direed, - obediently to follow, and 
walke in that path, which will, though 
it be narrow, lead themynto life. 

Bur,to paſſe from the conſideration 
ofthe Queſtion, which hath briefly by 
the way afforded vs, a diſcouery of the 
bad humours of the world, heereafter 
farther to be cenſured : let vs proceede 
to the Anſwer, which our bleſſed Sani- 
our,his Fathers' wiſdome, hath wiſely 
and to better purpoſe framed , for di- 
'retion and ſtirring vp of ſo many, as| 
ſcriouſly defire to enter into life: Strixe 
to enter in at the ſtrait gate: for many, [ 
ſay to you, will ſeeke to enter in, and ſhall 
not be able. 

5 Wherein, wee haue two things 
to obſcrue in generall : Firſt, whart is 
implied, viz. the reſo/urion of the que- 
tion moued, touching the number of 
themgthat ſhall bee ſaued. Secondly, 

reſſed, v:z. an Exhortation, 

or count together with a rcaſon to 

enforce it, touching the maner of attai- 
ning ynto ſaluation, 

And firſt, for the implied Reſo/#tion of 

the queſtion ; we may conceiue our Sa- 

uiour dealing heere with this queſtio- 


ning 


__" 
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| braines quicklie will, if they bee let a- 


| ning companion, right as So/omor dire- 
Reth a wiſe man to dealewith a foole; 
whiles he anſwereth him not, according 
to his foohiſhneſſe, that is, not directly. 
to his queſtion as heexpeRted, leſt ſo he 
might ſeeme to approue it as a queſtion 
pertinent,and embolden him to further 
reply : and yet, according to his fooliſh- 
nes he anſwereth him,that is, howſocuer 
indire&ly,yer fully to the point, that he 
might not grow wiſe (as ſuch Cocke- 


lone vnanſ{wered) in his owne conceit. ; 
For why ? whiles here hee giueth war- 
ning, both-to-him and all the reft, zo 
ftrine and ſtruggle, and cuen {ſweate 


word heere borrowed ) to emter in, viz, 
into Heauen, by the Strait and nar- 
row gate, as the onely dore to life; tel- 
ling them: the more to ſf{ygre* them, 
vp to care, that, Many will ſeeke 
to enter, if wiſhing and willing would 
ſerue, who yet for want' of earneſt 
violence ſh1ll bee ſhut out : how doth 
he, not onely, imply an Anſwer to the 
queſtion moued , that indeed but a 


and wreſtle, as thoſe doe that rrie ma- | 
feeries : (for, from ſuch violence is the | * 


ou a . p—_— EE VS 


| 


few | 
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few in compariſon with the multitude | 
ſhal be ſaued; but alſotopreuent al far- 


rom the traitneſle of the gate, where- 
at therefore ſo many ticke, why it 1s, 
that ſo few come to be ſaued, | 
6 From which reſolution of the 
point, that which it hath pleaſed our 
Saujour to reucale, we may be bold for 


ching the counſell of Gods will in this 
particular, namely, that': —They are 
but few, the leſſer number of Menkinde, 
that ſhall enter into heauen,and be ſaued. 
—For, what in this anſwer Chriſt im- 
plicth, we may ſee how elſe where hee 
more fully openeth, making as it were 
a comment yponthis text, in. Marh, 7, 


it is the wide gate, and broad way, that 
leadeth to deſtruttion : and many there be 
which goe in thereat. Becauſe the gate is 
ſtrait, and the way narrow, that leadeth 
vnto life,and few there bee that finde it. 
So plainely and fully ſpeaketh our bleſ- 
ſed Sauiour for reſolution ofthe point, 
that we need not, now wee once haue 
heard his voice, any farther witneſſes. 
7 How- 


ther cauilling, yeeld withall a reaſon, |. 


our inſtruction to take notice, of,. tou- | 


13,14. Enter in at the ſtraitgate: For | — 


The ftrait gate, - 


Iohn 6,60. 
Mar.10.,26 


Iſa.49. 13; 
& 60,8, 


PINA 


7 Howbtir, leſt any ſhould be here- 
at diſmaied, as thinking this to be ax 
hard ſaying, and aske as the Diſciples, 
Who then ſhall be ſaued? Let vs againe 


hearc the ſame our Sauiour ſpeaking 


_ | yet, of many not a few that! ſhall be ſa- 


ued. MMatth.8.11. I tellyon, that man 
ſhall come from the Eaſt and Weſt : ( he 
meaneth thoſe of whom' 1ſaiab before 
had propheſfied, euen vs ſinners of the 
G gh ſhallfit downe with Abra- 
ham,Iſaa&and Iaacob, as at a banquer, 
in the khingdome of God, And if we would 
yet farther vnderftand, how many : 


. | confider, how, Reel. 7.'9. Beſides the | 


hundred fortie and foure thouſand,ſealed 


' | out of the Tribes of Iſrael, John ſaw a 


great multitude, which no max could 
number ,of all Nations,and Kindreds,and 
People,and Tongues, ſtanding before the 
Threne, andbefore the Lambe : clothed 
with long white robes and Palmes in their 
hands, as enfignes of v1orie, aſcribing 
vnto Godthe glory of their faluation, 
And if any ſhall heereupon call in que- 
ſtion, how theſe contrary ſayings ma 

ſtand together, that ſo many ſhal be ſa- 
ued, as yet but few : let vs heare S. 


Anguſtine 
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eAuguſtine , ſweetely mee thinkess 
reconciling this doubt. They are many 
ſurely;faith he;and yet but few; and few, 
and yet many,that ſhall bee ſfaued, How 
can this bee conceiued? thus brieflie : 
they are many, gathered together, in 
company of Angels : and yet but few, in 
compariſon with the many wicked of all 
ſorts that periſh, Will you haue his ſi- 
militude; very fitting to make this to 
bee conceiucd ? 44 the wheate cornes in 
the threſhing floore are ſcarce conſpicu- 
ous for the chaffe which conereth them , 
that one may ſee the floore, yet notſee the 
Levin except hereand there happily a 
| graine,where yet, when ouce the corne #5 
winnowed, & the chaffe remoucd, there 
will bee found a great heape of corne, to 
fill full the Graynar : exen ſo 5 ut, faith 
hee, with the eleft that ſhall bee ſane; 

here,whiles they lie in this world,as inthe 
barne floore, mingled with the wicked, 
they are ſo conered, that they car ſcarſly 
be diſcerned,except here andthere hap- 
pily.one or two, ſome few of many : & 

yer, when the winnowing day ſhall come, 
that the wicked;2s the Pſulmiſt ſaith, ſhal 
a the chaffe be ſcattered with the wind, 
| C yea 


Sermen. 

3 2.0e ver- 
ba Domins. 
Multi cer- 
te, pats- 
C4 ; Of pau- 
a& multi, 
Multiſo- 
cretate At- 
g lorum : 
ſed pauct' 
comparatt- 
one multo- 
rum per di- 
trum, 


Aream 
video, 
gran ques» 
10, 


Plal.1.4. 
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Mar,3.12. 
Tanta maſ- 
fa de bac 
Eccleſia a: 
red, vt ct1a 
impleat 

ber reuns 
(ali, 


Rom.11.25 


floore of the Charch, that it ſhall fill full 


yea,as the Baptiſt threatned, conſumed 
with the fire, the floore being purged; loe 
then, ſs great an heape, out = e barne 


the Graynar of Heanen. 

Andeuen ſo is it, as that good father 
hath well reſolued it. If wee conſider 
the Church of God, and number of 
Gods ele, who haue already entred 
Heauen, fince the worlds firſt founda- 
tion, or ſhall hereafter, vntill rhe laſt 
day of the diflolution ; wee may well 
ſay that oy ate manie, yea very many; 
thouſands, hundred thouſands, millions 
the eleition of Iſrael,the glorie and fulnes 
of the Gentiles, And yet for allthis, the 
dodtrine of our Sauiour at firſt deliue- 
red, and reſolurion of the queſtion, til 
remaineth firme as Heauen, that a few 
onely ſhall be ſaued. How can they be 
counted few, that are in themſelues ſo 
many ? ſurely,(as Saint Azgnſtine) by 
compariſon, For ſo, as an hundred 
pounds,were ina poorc nians purſe a, 
greatſumme of money, which yet is 
but ſmall, andas a matter of nothing, 
to the Prince that hath millions in his 
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cofiers - euen ſo, though the ele& are 
in 


Hd + 
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| in themſclues a great company,hardly 
| by mantobee numbred, yer are they 
' bat ſmall number, compared vnto the 
innumerable! maltitudes that periſh; 
ſurely but an handfull, or as our Saui- 
our calleth them, a/itr/e Flocke; or at 
moſt, all of them, both Iewes and Gen- 
tiles, in reſpe&t ofthe other companie, 

but as the Army of /-ael,ſometimes in 

compare with that of Aram, - like two 

little flocks of Kids gwhiles the Aramites 

filed the Comntry, 101370 

.©: $ For ſo,for farther approbation of 
this truth, if wee giue care to the com- 

plat, and credire the report of the 

more ancient Prophets; from them al- 

ſo'may wee learne,how the Lords por- 

tion hath euer- beene 'the:cleaft. As 'a 

Tenth ora Tithing, ſcarce one for nine; 

ſo Tſaiah Nay wel if it were alwaies ſo, 


— 


Luk 12.32 


1 King,20, 
27. 


[ſai 6.13, 


bur: ſcarce-one of an hundred; ſome- 
times hardly two ofa thouſand; as in 
 leremies time; one of 4 City and two of a 
Tribe. So againe in /ſatah, as the ſha- 
king of an Oline tree,two or three berries 
left in the toppe of the vpmoſh boup hes, 
fowre or fine in the higheſt branches. So 
in Micah, as the ſummer gatherings, 
C 2 as 


—— A 


I4. 
Iſai. 17,6 


Mica.7.1 


{ 


| 


Amos 3.12 


Iſat.10,22. 
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as the grapes after the Vintage no cluſter 
being left to eate. Finally, to. make yp 
a full conſcat of Prophets in this' com- 
plaint, ſo alſo in Amos as the Shepheard 
taketh out of the mouth of the Lion, two 
legs or a peece of an eare:ſa ſhallthe chil- 
dren of Iſrael be taken, here and there 
one, violently reſcued out of that com- 
mon and-generall Apoſtaſy.And how- 
focuerit 4 true, that we baue nothing 
preciſely to determine, touching. the 
proportion; yet may wee to this. pur- 
poſe marke that in /ſzzah, as Rom.9.27. 
it is applyed dire&tly to the point: 


Thoxnghthe number of thechildren of If- 
rael were as the ſandof the ſea, yet ſhall 
but airempant be ſaued And if this bee 
the proportion, among the children of 


Iſrael, thevihble Church, wherein are 
only the ordinary meanes- of ſalwtion 


| | tobe found:alas, what may be thought 


rouching others ſcattered throughout 
the. world innumerable, which. have | 
beencinall ages, and ftill are without 
the bounds er compaſle of the Church?! 
that ifzas: Chriſt Teſusthe father of the| 
Prophets, yea the truth andlife it ſelfe| 


hath witnefled, and that oftner' then 


Once, 


My ————— 
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a few little wedges of gold, are more 
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once, many are called,but few choſen,but 
few of thoſe many,that are called; then 
may wee bee boldto auouch for truth, 
though deliuered in the Apocryphall , 
that There be many created,and few that 
ſhalbe ſaned, The moſt high,hauing made, 
(as there itis anſwered) this world for 
many, but the world to come for few, To 
illuſtrate which farther, very fitting is 
the fimilitude which there is added: As 
when thou askeſt the earth , it will ſ2y to 
thee,that it gineth much earthly matter, 
to make pots, but little duff, that gold 
commeth of: (Like our Mendip mines; 
a great deale of lead, but alittle filuer, 


World. Indeed moſttrue, a great deale 
of baſe mettall there is, and euer hath 
beene in the world, for alittle that is of 
price,and yet let not vs either maruaile 
or murmureat it, ſince wee know, how 


worth. then an hundred times their 
weight in ſowes of lead: and ſurclic, 


ſo is one Saint or Sonne of God that 


and that not without much coſt and | 
Ppaines refined, from the baſermetrall): 
Sos it,faith he, with the worke of this 


ſhall bee ſaued, more worth in Gods 


C 3 account 


Mar, 29.16 
& 22414», 


(2E (dr.8) 


(Verſe,z,) 


mt, 
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2 Per-2.5, 
veric 7. 


Heb.11, 31 


Numb 14. 
30. 


account and yalue, then a world of fin- 
ners, that in their wickednes iuſtly-pe- 
riſh, and are damned, that no maruaile 
iftheſe vnions bee found fingle by one 
and one, and lienot as common peoble 
ones in cuery ſtreet. - 
9 Farther, that wee may not mar- 
uaile that God ſhould ſuffer ſo many in 
their ſinnes to periſh, reſeruing onelie 
but a remnant for himſelfe : let vs re- 
member how it hath euer beene ſo of 
old. As inthe old world,one Noah,and 
ſeauen with him ſanedin the Arke,and 
all befides, cnen the world of the vngod- 
ly (as Peter calleth them) drowned in 
theflood. So after in Sodome,one righ- 
reous Lot with onely .his two daugh- 
ters, eſcaping of ſo: many thouſands 
fromthe fire, So in Jericho, a well 
pcopled Citie, only Rahab ſpared with 
her family, And whatſhallItell you, 
of that which was but a type, not hol- 
ding in all particulars ? how of fx hun- 
dred thouſand men of warre of Iſrael, 
comming out of Egypt; two onely,to 
wit, Caleb and [oſhaa, entred ( anaan. 
Theſe may ſerue to ſhew, thatin tem- 
porall iudgements,it hath beene mercy 
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with God, when many periſhed, onely 
to reſcue and reſerue a few,marked by 
grace for ſuch deliuerance, And right 
{oſhallit be inthe world to come, a 
few only ſaued through the riches of 
Gods mercy, and th other left moſt 
iulYy to periſh, | 

101 wil ſpareto open the reaſs of this 
doQrine farther,tilI comein the more 
particular handling of the Exhortation, 
to ſpeake of the ſtrait and narrow gate, 
whereat ſo many ſticke,and for want of 
ſtriuing cannot enter. Onely to make 
vp the confirmation af this point, that 
but few are ſaued : let meereferre your 
choughts, ſomewhat ſcriouſly to con- 
fider, that Parable by our Sarionr pro- 
poſcd in the Goſpell, touching the 


fowre ſcuerall kinds of ground: recei- 


forth fruit,fitte to be gathered into the 
batne, Whereto if wee adde, (that 
which palpable experienceteacheth vs) 
that inthe compaſle of the carth, not 
the twentieth, no nor yet the fourtieth 
acre of ground, is arable recejuing 
ſeed; but here a wood, and there an 
heath, a bare Common, or at bcſt a pa- 
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uing ſeed, of which,one onely brought 
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{ture or medow, that bcing neither 
plowed nor ſowen, can atthe moſt bur 
bring forth grafle and hay , food fir for 
Cattle, not for reafonable Creatures ; 
hence may our own hearts tell vs,what 
weeare to thinke ofthe harueſt of the 
Lord; viz.thathowlocuer the croppe 
once gathered will be great and good- 
|ly,neucr ſuch an harueſt, never ſuch 2 
oy :yet is the Lords crop but ſmall,in 
copare with that which groweth,in the 
large & iparious ſurface ofthe world. 
Wherein,(to come to a ſuruay)it wil 
ealily appeare,that of the fowre grand 
quarters of thecarth, ſcarce one, and 
thatthe leaſt of the fowre,belongeth in 
ſcueral as glebe andarable to the Lord. 
For firſt, how hath euer the farre grea- 
ter part, tjen waſt,and not at allmanu- 
red: but there a wildernefle of Samages, | 
or Hcathen /do{aters, that neuer icarce | 
heard of God and Chriſt ; and here an 
neath,of curſed AMMahometans, preter- 
ring their falſe Prophet, before Chriſt : 
and here and@here ſcattcred, a barren 


o 


downe and ſowed with falt,of vnbelee- 
uing Iewes: to this day deſpiltingand | 
deſpigh-| 


| 


—_—____—_ 
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deſpighting Chriſt? Yea and farther, of 
thoſe that would bee accounted plow- 
ground of Icſus Chriſt, how much is 


| there that hath darnel and cockle ſow- 


ed,in ſtead of wheate and barley, fu- 
perſtitious inuentions of man which 
cannot bring forth good fruit, in ſtead 
of the good ſeed of grace, the word of 
truth?as in the fieldes of Spazze , of [ta- 
ly, and other Popiſh Countries, And 


| yetfarther,cuen here, and where elſe, 


through the riches of his loue & grace, 
Chriſt Ieſus as the good ſower,zcom- 
meth with his ſeed;alas,how many that 
refuſe to be either plowed or ſowen?& 
thatwhile,no maruaile,if like the ſlwg- 
gards field, they lie waſte, and ouer- 
growne with weedes and nettles, of 
loathſome vices; {ome with whore- 
dome, and filthie drunkenneſſe ; ſome 
with ſwearing,& deſperate prophane- 
neſſe: with pride and malice, others: 
and others with the world,and wicked 
couctouſneſle, Or if ſoany be, as pa- 
ſture or medow ground, of a better 
mould;yet whiles they receiue not ſeed 
whiles they heare not Gods bleſſed 
word, what fruit canit bce hoped they 

ſhould 
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{ture or medow, that being neither 
plowed nor ſowen, can atthe moſt but 
bring forth grafſe and hay , food fit for 
Cattle, not for 'reafonable Creatures ; 
hence may our own hearts tell vs,what 
weeare to thinke of the harueſt of the 
Lord; viz.thathowſocuer the .croppe 
once gathered will be great and good- 
ly,neucr ſuch an harueſt, neuer ſuch 2 
oy :-yet is the Lords crop but ſmall,in 
copare with that which groweth,in the 
large & ſpatious ſurface of the world. 

. Wherein,(to come to a ſuruay)it wil 
ealily appeare,that of the fowre grand 
quarters of the carth, {ſcarce one, . and 
that the leaſt of the fowre,belongeth in 
ſcueral as glebe andarable to the Lord. 
For firſt, how hath euer the farre (grea- 
ter part, lien waſt,and not at allmanu- 
red: but there a wildernefle of Sanages, 
or Hcathen 1dol/aters,that neuer ſcarce 
heard of God and Chriſt ; and here- an, 
heath,of curſed CMahometans, prefer- 
ring their falſe Prophet, before Chriſt : 
and here and there ſcattcred, a barren 
waſte,like Jericho, Ai, or Sechem,razcd 
downe and ſowed with ſalt,of vnbelee- 
uing Iewes: to this day deſpiſing and 


deſpigh- 
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deſpighting Chriſt? Yeaand farther, of 
thoſe that would bee accounted plow- 
ground of Ieſus Chriſt, how much is 


| there that hath darnel and cockle ſow- 


ed,in ſtead of wheate and barley, fu- 
perſtitious inuentions of man which 
cannot bring forth good-fruir, in ſtead 
of the good ſeed of grace, the word of 
truth?as in the fieldes of Spazze , of [ta- 
ly, and other Popiſh Countries. And 
yet farther,cuen here, and where elſe, | 
through the riches of his loue & grace, 
Chriſt Ieſus as the good ſower,zcom- 
meth with his ſeed;alas,how many that 
refuſe to be either plowedor ſowen?& 
that while,no maruaile,if like the ſlug- 
gards field, they lie waſte, and ouer- 
growne with weedes and nettles, of 
loathſome vices; fome with whore- 
dome, and filthie drunkenneſſe.; ſome 
with ſwearing,& deſperate prophane- 
neſle: with pride and malice, others: 
and others with theworld,and wicked 
couctouſneſle, Or if {oany be, as pa- 
ture or medow ground, of a better 


mould;yet whiles they receiue not ſeed 
whiles they heare not Gods bleſſed 
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word, what fruit canit bee hoped they 
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ſhould bring foorth, better then grafle | 
and hay at the moſt, of ciuill conuerſa- 
tion,and morall honeſty, That loe,theſe 
ſeuerall portions put apart, alas, where 
is the fourtierh acre, (to ſpeake in com- 
paſſe) that may be accounted as tillage 
to the Lord, ſo much as ordinary com- 
mers to heare Gods word, and to haue 
cat on them the ſeede of grace? 

And yet ſecoxdly,cut of thoſe few that 
come to hcare,how many are ther, Firſt 
whoſe hard & ignorant hearts giue the 
precious ſeede no entrance at all, which 
are no better then the high way groſid? 
Secondly,of thoſe that go farther to en- 
tertain the ſeed, how many ſpring vp at 
firſt, that witherſtreight againe in time 
of triall, being no berter then the ſtony 
ground? Thirdly of thoſe that ſeeme ſo 
to heare, vnderſtand, and pratiſe for a 
while, that they are thought to grow a- 
pace, and promiſe much increaſe,howe 
many that are blaſted as inthe bud,and 
quite choaked with the world, ere they | 
growe to ripenefle, ſpeeding no better 
then the thorney ground ? That there 


remaineth in fine, but a fourth (and 


ſcarce that alwaies) of a fourticth part, 
that 
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thatas the good ground receive and 
keepetheſced, and with patience and 
perſcuerance, bring foorth fruit, good 
wheat, ripe, and full, forthe harueſt of 
the Lord, So hath the/ point by confi- 
deration of this parable,alſo, beene a- 
boundantly confirmed, that howſoeuer 
in themſclues they bee a great multi- 
tude :'yet-in compariſon with thoſe 
that periſh,and are as tares reſerued for 


burning, bur —a few,4 farre leſſe num- | 


ber that ſhall bee ſaned,—and as good 
corne be 'gathered into the barne, So 
many wates are there to miſcarrie and 
go wide, *Whereas,there is but one gate 
(as is ſhewed after) and that very ſtrait 

toenteraright, 1 
111 © Which doctrine of our Sauiour, 
thus largely confirmed, affoordeth to 
vs all-molt profitable vſe. For Firſt, it 
maketh flatly for correfion and confu- 
tation;'of all Atheiſticall vnbelecuing 
ones (of which ſorr' the world, to this 
day is full; ) who toflatter themſclues 
in their owne vngodlineſle, doe {eeke 
to ſer wide open the gate of Heauen,as 
if all might enter, Bearing themſelucs 
and others, what they may, in hand 
% . moſt 
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verſe 23, 
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moſt madly, contrary vnto ChriſtTeſus 

his reſolution andthe truth deliueged, 

that nota few, bur all rather,or ſure the 

poor art, atleaſt of thoſe that pro- 
efle faithin thename of Chriſt (be they 
Papiſts , Familifts,, Anabaptiſts, or of 
what other ſe, howſocuer living, or 

whatſocuer doing) ſhall bee faued in 

fine,and goe to heauen. For countenan- 
cing of which conceit, you haue partly 

heard befare, what reaſonings are 
brought by ſuch cauilling ſpirits: from 
the Mercy, Power, Will, and Inffice of 
God, and the infinite rich XMerite of 
the death of Chriſt. For, © Is not, ſay 
*they, God mercifull; Tea his mercy 6- 
"© er al?Or,Ts not God ſtronger then the 
© Dinell? and therefore able to ſhne all ? 
* Or, 1s it not plainly auouched by S.Pe- 
«ter, that he would haue none toperiſh? 
«Andby Saizt Paxt,that his will is that 
* ali en ſhould be ſaued ? Or, What rea- 
{ox or 1ſtice were there in God, that he 
< ſhould make ſo many to condemne them? 
* Orhnally, What though all be ſinners; 
© zet, did not (hiſt die for all, great: fin- 
* ers, as well as leſſe offenders ? Or, Is 
* ot bis bloodof price, to, waſh away the 
"1? "EC oreateſt 


and narrow way. 


« greateſt ſinnes, as Dauids murder, arid 
« zdaltery; and Peters denying and for- 
&« ſwearing, and the like' 4 that men' be- 
« [eene its him ; which who ſo deth not 
| © ;5 avery beaſt? And ſure, then there 
be more beaſts then reaſonable crea- 
tures, euen amongſt them, that goe for 
Chriſtians in the world ; fince, witneſſe 
the Apoſtle, eAll men hane not faith. 
Nay faith, if not fained but true, fuch 
as can ſaue, it-is,-as God doth know,'a 
ſpecial garden flower;that groweth not 


ſhewed) in cuery field, | 

12 "Bur (to give anſwer briefly'to 
ſuckcauilling demandes :) Fir/#,for the 
laſt, drawne fronvrhe: infinite worth of 
the Merite of Chrifts| death, Our an- 
{wer may beeeahie by/ that common 
Schoole -diſtin&ion::;* that for 'the 
ſufficiency of Chriſts death, wee grant, 
it may be ſaidtruly, that Chriſt died for 
all, thats, that his:death was of ſuffici- 
ent worthand value in it {elfe,had God 
thereto appointedit, to haue ſaued-all ; 
and is, to ſaue hisele&, fromall, euen 
their greateſt ſinnes: bur in the zfficacie 
| ofit,yntolife,ſo onely' faith Th'apoftle 
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wilde or common, (as after ſhall bee 
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Heb.s.9. He was made an Author of e- 
ternall ſaluation to all that doe obey. him; 
which all doe not, nor yet belecue in 
him aright ; whatſocuer folkes.prate of 
faith,, that knownot what it-.1s.. For, 
as the Prophet long agone complai- 
ned,. Who hath beleened our report? And 
our Sauiour forewarned for the time to 
Luke 18,8 | come; when the ſonne of man ſhall come 
| ſhall be finde faith inthe earth ?:1no more 
is there now ;) but a-little' true faith to 
{bee found in-the world, nor:doe all, 
nor' the tenth--of ;;them belegue in 
| Chriſt; who boaſt of faith in him, and 
hope of ſaluation by him. And cuen ſo, 
inthe Second place, for the queſtion 
'moued touching the Aercy-of (God : 
the anſwer is , proportionable' to the 
former, that Gads. mercy indeede is 
great and aboxe all hitworks; howbeit 
though God bee infinite in mercy, as 
| Chriftis in merite, to-ſfaue all-that ſhall 
bee ſaued, onely through the riches of 
his grace- yet ſhall none haue- mercie 
 vnro life, but onely thoſe, who, being 
ordained veſſels of mercy, arefitted by 
| repentance .tq.receiue (mercy; as all 
Exo-33.79 | ate not,: For. ſo'out of Aoſes, you |. 
IT | know 


Ifai 53.1; 


Pfale145.9 
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know how th'apofile argueth, Rom.g. 

15.1 will hane mercy on,whom I will haxe 
mercy. And verſe, 2 2: That hee might 
declare theriches of his glory, wpox the 
veſſels of mercy which hee hath _— 
vnto glory, Otherwiſe as God is mer- 
cifull, to whom mercy belongeth,ſo is 
he aiuſt God no lefle, towards them, to 
whom: iuftice appertaineth, neither 
muſt wee ſo dreame ofthis mercy, as to 
forgethis juſtice ; ſince his ſong is with 
Daxid, Mercy and Indgerrent : not one, 
but both rightly diſpoſed. 

Thirdly, for that mentioned touch- 
ing the Power of God, that he is ftron- 
gerthen the Diuell: ouranſwere is,that 
wee muſt not reaſon from Gods power 
to crofle his will, neither will it flow, 
that becauſe he is able to ſane all,there- 
fore all,or the greater number ſhall bee 
ſaued; fince hee hath plainely reuealed 
his will vntothe contrary, For Fowrth- 
ly, forthoſeplaces alleadged to proue 
bi LV FVill of ſaving all: it 1s certaine 
they arc miſapplied, whiles brought to 
contradict the truth before confirmed; 
againft which in the true ſenſe, com- 


ming from the ſame ſpirit of truth, they 
Can- 


Pſa.ro1,1,| 
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cannot make, Neither indeed doth S. 
Peter ſpeake inthe place alleadged;of 
ought ſaue ofthe proceeding ofhis re- 
ucaled will, which offereth with pati- 
ence ſaluation vnto all, that will bee 
willing on the condition of repentance 
required, to recciue it. For to are his 
words ,anud would haue none toperiſh,but 
all to come unto repentance, that ſo th 
might be ſaued, As all ſhall indeed, that 
will accept the condition and repent. 
And for that in S:Paru/,though wertake 
it to be ſpoken, (as the fchooles ;alfo 
diftinguiſh)touching his abſolute will: 
yet doe the circumſtances of the Text 
ſhew plainely, how itis to bee ynder- 
ſtood; viz : of all ſorts and degrees of 
mankind, not of the Particulars of e- 
uery ſort. For fois Gods will,to hawe all 
ſaued; that is, ſome of all ages, young 
and old : of both fexes,menand wo- 
- men : ofall conditions;rich and poore: 
of all nations, Icwes and Gentiles : fi- 
nally ofall callings, from the King that 
ſitteth vpon the throne, (for whom, 
though then Heathen Th'apoſtlethcre 
requirerh the Chriſtians to-pray, 'brin- 
ging this as a reaſon to pertwade ther- | 
| to) 


and narrowway, 


ro)to the maid that grindeth at the mil? 
bur wee cannot ſay chatitis {rmply his 
will, ro haue encry man and woman 
faued? for then what could hinder, 
bur all {hould bee ſaued? whereas wee 
m7 enen in the wy place al- 
leadged, how this genera!l, is bounded 
with a-condition not to bee found in 
all, of comming to the a of 
the tritth, 

Fiftly and finzlly,for that complaint 
made again{t the tuft ire of God; thar 
they cannot ſee how it can ſtand with 
reaſon or equity, that God ſrould 
make ſo many to condemn them; bere- 
to I anſwerc: Firſt, that God out of his 
one inclination; doth neither cauſe 
nor deſire the finne or the condemnati3 
on of his Creature. For hee made- man (Eccle(y, 
righteous : but they hane ſought many | 31.) 
intentions, as Salomon ſpeaketh, and 
as the Wiſe man faith, God hath nor | (Wil.1.13) 
made death, neither bath hee pleaſure in we 0 | 
the deſtriiition of the lining, for hee cre- SOT] 
ated all things that they might haze 
their being, But man by Fa. firſt fall, 


and his finne againſt God, madchin- | 


ſelfe and his poſterity kable to con- | 
D dem- | ] 


The ſtrait gate, 


| 


Pro.y 6 . 4» 


Rom. 9, 32 


Hoſe.t 3.9 
(Perditio 
twa lſrael) 


demnation. And if God ſhould now ap- 

oint man to that iudgement, which EC 
Fath deſerued,ifany ſhould farther pre- 
ſume to reply, wee might ſtoppe ſuch 
preſtipruous mouths, with that of Thia- 
oftle, Rom.9.20. O man, who art thox 
which pleadeſt againſt God? for, ſhall the 
thing formed, ſay to him that formed it , 
why haſt thou made mee thus? or, hath 
not the Potter power of the clay? &c.And 
ſecondly,this farther Iſay with Salomon, 
that The Lord hath made all things for 
his owne ſake,that is, for the praiſe of 


"| his owne glory - exen the wicked for the 


day of enill; and with Th apoſtle, What 
and if God would, to ſhew his wrath, and 


| to make his power known, ſuffer with long 


patience, the veſſels of wrath,prepared to 
deftruttion? Howbeit though their 
making and preparation be from God, 
yet(according tothe phraſe in Hoſea, 
afterthe vulgar reading) their deſtrutts- 
on 15 their owne, and their damnation, 
moſt iuſtly merited by themſelues; as 
will appeare moſt cleare, before all the 
world,in the laſt day ifnot ſooner; whe 
not only, the heaxens ſhall declare their 
wickeaneſſe, and theearth, and all the 
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creatures, ſhall riſe vp againſt them: but 
alſo their owne guilty conſcience,ſhal 
bee forced in horrout to acknowledge 
without impeachment, the iultice of 
the Lord, in ſeeking his owne' glory, 
by the iuft condemnation of ſo many 
Reprobares, it being the riches of his 
mercy to ſaue, though a leſſernumber; 
when as all in iuſtice | hiue d&ſtrned 
death. And therefore thirdly, for cloſe 
ofall, what, thoiigh our blind eye of 
carnall reaſon could not for the 'pre- 
ſent diſcerne ſufficiently 'of Gods iu- 
ſtice, in this behalfe? no more are we 
able ro conceiue the cauſes of farre in- 
teriour matters,as( for inſtance) of the 
ebbing and flowing of the ſea, except 
onely by coniecture; - And how much 
leſſe then are wee able to ynderftand 
Gods fearefull power, or to compre- 
hend his iudgenients, which arc as a 
reat deepe, hard to be ſoundedto the 
fora the plummet of our rea- 
ſon, ſpecially in this particular, rou- 
ching which you know howTh'apoflle 
crieth our by way of admiration : Rows. 
11.32. How vnſearchable are his indze- | 


ments, and his wayes paſt finding oan 
A How- 
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TT Howbett, this wee may-reſoluc ,. that 
B howſoeuer the reaſons of them be now 
hid from vs,. yet are:they known to his 
cternall, wiſedom,and therein reſerued 
to bee reuealedas moſt iuſt, before all 
the world,at the glorious appearing of 
the Lord Ieſus ; who as the ſunne of 
_ righteouſneſſe will. then lighten all 
1,Cor.4.5. | things,that are now hid in darkenes, 
| . -13-;Meane:;while, all thefe cauils 
andobjeKtions. nothing hindring, let 
the truth of the DoGtrine before deliue- 
red, ſerne to vs in the ſecond place, 
briefly. for. inſtrwuftion - to ſettle and 
confirme vs inthe faith andperſwaſton 
ofthis ſecret of God, by Chriſt him- 
{elfe ſo plainely reucaled, that but a few 
ſhall bee ſaned.,. Andlet vs bee withall 
perſwaded of the reaſon, why our 
Sauiour.hath vouchſafed to reueale this | 
ſecretto vs. Surely,not to driuc any to 
deſpairc, orto worke in them diſtruſt, 
as it they might not come to be ſauecd, 
except the fault be in themſclues : but 
rather. to- ſtirre all yp to praier and 
watchfulneſſe, Toworke ont their ſalua- 
Phil.z, 12. | tion with feare and trembling ; not 
doubtfull of the end,but carefull of the 


meanes 
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meanes bringing to that end, Since, the” 
fewer that we heare like topartake true 
happines, the more carneſt ſhold be our 
cndeauor,to come to be of thar ſmaller | 
number ; not ſecuring our ſelues(as the 
manner of ſome is) as if heauen ſhould 
be caſt on vs,or as ifal the world ſhould 
beſaued:no, for the blefling of lifeerer- 
nal,though it be great, yet haue we lear- 
ned, that itis not general,nor ſhal al, no 
nor the greateſtpart,nor yet, if wee will 
beleeu& Th'apoile,r. ( or. 1.26. the #0- 
bleſt orwealthieſs part generallycnioy it. 

14 Wherefore, howſocuer Papiſts 
ſtand much on multitudes, and carnall 
wretches (not caring what they doe) 
beare themſelues out in this, that they 
doe but what they ſee others, yea the 
moſt, to doe before them: yet let this 
ſerue to perſwade vs to a fafer courſe, 
v1%, as Thapoltle wiſheth,»ot rofaſhion 
our ſelues after the world; neither euer 
to ſuffer our ſelues to be drawne, to do 
ought, for company, which is not war- 
rantable. For, what though moſt in 
their common vſe of ſpeech, inure their 
tongues to take in vaine the name of 


God? and but tew that (as the oppoſiti- 
D 3 on 


— 
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' 


Ecclc.9 2. 


Ifai.5$.13+ 


Phil.2, 21. 
lere,6 43» 


lerem,s. 7 


on is in Salomon) feare an oath? What? 

though» the greateſt number remaine 

in ſottiſh ignorance, hauing the prea- 

ching of the word in no efteeme, be- 

cauſe they neuer felt the power there- 
of? And but afew in compariſon, thar 
either loue or care much to liſten after 
ſauing knowledge, in attending vnto 
the meanes by God theretg appointed? 
What, though moſt doe reckon of the 
Sabbath, only as a day of reſt for car- 
nall delight 7 And but a few of many, 
that, as God in the Prophet counſet- 
leth doe conſecrate it as glorious wnto 
the Lord? that many negle&t Gods wor- 
ſhip,8& ſpeak eui! of the truth? And but 
tew that haue a right reſpect, and loue 
thereto ? In briefe, what though a/l 
ſeeke their owne ? Being from the leaſt 
onto the greateſt ginen wnto conetouſ- 
neſſe ? that many, aſſemble themſelues by 
companies in Harlots houſes? or other- 
wiſe ioine together as thoſe good- 
fellowes, Proxerb, 1. to doe wicked- 


| ly? Ohyert, (as there verſe 10. the wiſe 


man counſelleth) My ſerne, if ſinners 
entiſe thee, conſent thou not : ſo let not 
vs be {waicd, itwe loue our ſoules, by 


ſuch 
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ſuchgood fellowſhip. No, for let ys 
remember this rather which wee haue 
learned, that the greater nuniber are 
rrauellers in the broad road way to hel; 
and therefore, howſocuer company bee 
goodintrauell, (if ſoit be good com- 
pany) yer ſafer for vsto hearken to thar 
counſell, or command rather of God 
himſelte, Exod 23. 2. Thou ſhalt not fol 
low a multitude: no not of great — 
the originall word will beare, and is by 
ſome rendred) todoe exill, 

Rather let it bee for bruite 
beaſts, without farther conſideration, 
to follow the herde, as ſoone to the 


ſhambles as to the paſture : but for vs 
ro whom God hath giuen reaſon to 


confider, yea, taught faith and religion 
to bceleeue; and who would be accoun- 


ny 
£0:ntiorh. 
Trem, 


Jn P(al.zg 
Hac pau. 
cos, i1lis 
multos. 
Stinftus ef 
ſevelis,nclj | 


ted in the number of the righteous, let 
vs remember that ſweet counſell of S. 
eAuguſtine when wee ſee many going 
one way, and few another : Yet, Not to 
take things by tale or number, but trie 
themby weight, And ſince the broad way 
is ſodangerous, or rather deadly; wher- 
in (faith hee) che multitudes in troupes 
runne after vanities and lying follies : 


num2raye, 
ſed epprude, | 
Vialata 
mart ifera 
ft, 

Terbe fire. 
punt, tarbe 
feſtinant 
eFc.nuu 
imitayi,no. 
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Pſal.27. 38 


loi.21., 2. 


| verſc 22. 


lcſh24.!15- 


but do not thou rm after them, (Where, 
by the way,I wiſh it may be noted, how 
he-inſtanceth in Theatre plaics and 0- 
ther idle and vngodly ſpectacles, then 
which ſcarce any thing can bee found 
more pleafing to the corrupt mindes of 
the carnall multitudes.) Let vs neuer 
imagine that we are priuiledged to doe 


ought, bccaute we ſec others 1o to doe, 


For,letvs remember that in the Pſa/me: | 


The tranſarcſſors ſhailbedeſtroied roge- 


uing company in ſinning, ſo alſo to be 


koning what others do,wiſely betaking 
C 4 Fn 


of our Samionrvnto Peter isno leflle for 

vs ; For, wht ;s that is vs ? when wee 

are directly cnioined to follow Chriſt, 

And hereups, whax muſt be our reſolu- 

tion? but that of [g/na, that whatſoc- 

| uer others make choiceto doe, yet we 
anc ours will ſerue the Lord, ſoas hee 
requireth. 


—_ 


ther ; this is all thatis gotten by ha- | 


accompanied in periſhing. And there- 
fore-how farre ſafer for vs, to lezue rec- | | 


our {elues to whaifocuer God preſcri- 
beth vs.to doe ? Andifatanytiwe, we . | 
begin to mule, as Peter touching [ohy, | Þ 
what? or how ſuch or ſuch will doe? 
Let vs thinke fireight how the checke | 
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requireth, of them that will bee ſaued. 

Which fince the fewer ſort doe in good 

earneſt, euen of thoſe that ſay they are 

Chriſtians (amongſt whom many like 

thoſe Iewes in Smyrna, only ſay ſo,and 

are not ; hauing at moſt as Sardg a 
name to live when they be dead)there- 
fore let our care be,to liuc as the fewer 
doe, that with the fewer,we may enter 
into heauen. And this is our third v/e of 
the doctrine before deliuered, for ad- 
mMmonition, 

15 Butthelaſtandlargeſt applica- 
tion is yet behinde; to ſhew namely, 
how this doCtrine, touching the ſmall 
number to bee ſaued; which may. at 
firit fight happily ſeeme full of feare, 
andis indeed]I grant, a point of terror 
| to: Wicked; wor:dlings, who therefore 
| ofal other points can hardlieſt brook it 

affoordeth aboundant comfort, and e- 
' uen the riches of conſolation: Firſt, to 
| Gods fanhfull Miniſtegs: and ſecondly, 
to all true bclecuers. 
| For Firſt, for vs who are ſet apart 
for this ſpecial ſeruice,this great worke 
of winning ſoules ; if happily at any 


OC —— 


time we finde diſcouragement, /abox- 
| | Ying 


The ſtrait gate, 


——_ 


Iſai. 45+ 4* 


x.Cor,q-2. 


1.Pet.3.19 


i 2, Pcr.2.9, 


Ifar. 49. 4+ 
& 53, 


Luc.12.32 


ring all in vaine,and as for nothing with- 
out ſucceſle; that after much paines 
taken in ſowing ofthe faireſt here 
appeareth ſo little greene aboue 
ground, giving hope of harueſt ; ini- 
uy and infidelity ill overflowing 
or all our preaching, and but a few 
who yeeld fincere obedience, bcing 
wonne by the working power of the 
word, to the truth of faith : yet for all 
this ſo we be found faithfull, in our ſer- 
uice we neede not faint ; but conſider 
how it hath ſoeuer fared,and no better, 
with thoſe that were the moſt faithfull 
preachers of righteouſnes in al ages, As 
with Noah,in whom S. Peter tellethvs, 
how Chrift went and preached ts the old 
world , full fixe {core yeares ; with 
how little profir ? and with Lot, who 
in Sodome vexed his righteous ſoule, to 
winne the reſt to goodneſſe, withour 
ſucceſſe. As with Iſazah, whoſe com- 
plaints in this, behalfe are vpon re- 
cord, Yea, with our Saujour, who b 
all his painfull trauell, got but as him- 
ſelfe doth tearme them, a /ittle flocke; 
and they not Scribes and Phariſes, not 


Herod, Pat,or ſuch great ones; butof 
the 


| 
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lers beleene in him? ſurely except one 
Nicodemus or one rich /oſeph; (who yet 
are ſore afraid agreat while to confeſle 
him)hardly any.A reaſon of which hard 
ſucceſle for comfort to vs, 1f happily 
wefinde the like or worſe, in this laſt 
& worſtage of the world, is yeelded 
in the doctrine before delivered ; be- 
cauſe namely,there are but a few of ma- 
ny the leſſer number,that ſhall be ſaued; 
that we neednot to let fal our courage, 
if we ſee not wiſhed for ſucceſle alwaies 
in the moſt or many; 

No, bur rather how may this con- 
fderation ſerue to cheere vp our ſpirits, 
and make vs to account it, as well wee 
may, a ſpeciall gift, out of the vndeſer- 
uedriches of Gods grace, ſhall God 
vouchtafe to deale ſo graciouſly with 
vs (who are at beſt, but ſeruants recei- 
wing nothing but what is ginen vs, ) as to 
make his wordput in our mouthes, to 
become powerfull by his ſpirit, for any 
of his childrens good; that any, though 
but ſom few of many, ſome one of twe- 
tic, or two of an hundred, orten of a 
thouſand, fincerely embrace our Mini- 
| ſterie 


the meaner ſort: for, doe any of the Ra- | 1ob. 7. 48, 


Joh. 19. 


38,39. 


Toh.3.27. 
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ſerie, and cometo belecue our report, 
being brought to. yeelde obedience 
vnto Chritt, as hcires of life, For ſurely, 
ifſoGodpleaſe to honour vs, howſo- 
cuer his alone and onely muſt bee the 
| glory, who. is alone the father of the 
Heb.12.9. | ſpirits, able onely to giue grace by 
whatſocuer inſtrument :; yet may this 
comfort andencouragevs, to gone for- 
ward withour fainting,inthis ſo v *igh- 
tie bubneſle ; hke the painefull Hus- 
Eccl1s. 6. | bandman iz-the Morning, as Salomon 
counſelleth in an other calc, ſowirg the 
ſeed; and at Encning not letting our hand 
toreft ; as not krowing which ſhall proſ- 
per by Gods blefling, which onely car 
1.Cor.z. 7. gize the increaſe, Being inſtant, as Saint 
2.Tim.4 2, , Paxl ſo ſtreightly chargeth Timothy, 

| #n ſeaſon andout of ſeaſon; as himſclte 

| protefleth, Atts 20. how hee had la- 
Var, 20. | boured in Aſia, publikely and more pri- 
| #atly, with all of all forts, to winthem 
vnto Chriſt, 

And then,as it is recqrded, Act.17.to 
haue befallen the ſame Apoſtle at A- 
; thens, when he preached ro them of the 
| Reſurreition; that ſome mocked and o- 
| thers maruailed; howbeit, as verſc 34. 
certaine 


Verl. 32, 
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certaine clanewnto him and beleened: a- 
mong ſt whom wasalſo Denys the Tudge 
of Areopagus(or Mars-ſtreet) and 4 wo- 
man named Damaris, and others with 
them : ſomay we hope. to find, that 
howſocuer at our preaching ſome ſhal 
mocke, and others maruaile, or at the 
moſt applaud,and ſay Well done,&c. 8& 
there anend : yet ſome by Gods mer- 
cy will cling and cleaue, belecuing and 
being wonne- to Chriſt; a Damarzes 


ys at another; that howſocuer not all, 
nor yet the maior part bee gathered; 
yet ſooner or later the elect thall; ſo 
many at one time or another, (xs it was 
ſaid of the Gentiles at Antiochia, Att, 
13.48.) as are ordained to eternall life. 
Yea,for howſoeuer,as thoſe who floc- 
ked ro ſee wonders, A. 2, they bee 
readie in the beginning of the ſermon, 
to ſcoffe and mocke,orart leaft, in their 
heart to contemne the Preacher: yet 
what know wee, but they may Go 
caught vpon the hooke, it God ſhall 
bring them once to nibble at the bait; 
as euen thoſe were many of them, ſo 


pricked at the very hart by Peters pow- 


perhaps at one Sermon, and /zdge De-| 


erfull 


Vel,13. 


| 
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 Theſtratt gate, 


yerſe 30, 


AQ2.38. 


yerle 47. 


(Luk. 5.5) 
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erfull preaching, that their cry was as 
you know there, verſe 37. Men and 
Brethren what ſhall wee doe? their mea- 
ning was, (what the trembling Gaoler, 
AQ,16, more fully ſpake, being awa- 
ked by a wonder, to askea farre wiſer 
queſtion then the fellow in our Text) 
what they ſhould doe that they might 
bee ſaned? towhom, being ſohumbled 
once, when Peter had giuen counſel] 
to amend their lines; and with all, ap- 
plied, the comfort of the promiſe, to 
reuiue their ſoules, telling them that 
the promiſe of life was made to them;you 
know what is added, verſe. 41. How 
namely, about three thouſand ſoules, in 
that one day were added to the Church, 
By meanes like to which, as it is ſaid 
after in the concluſion of that Chop- 
ter, that God did them; ſo ſtill will he 
adde to the Church from day to day ſuch 
as ſhall bee ſaued; Saint Peters net caſt 
out, being able to catch at once a mul- 
titude, when Chriſt Icſus ſhall come, 
(as once wee read hee did) ro helpe the 
fiſhing; within the cords of which net, 
howſocuer wee may not hope to com- 
paſſe all that ſwimmeth in the ſea, and 


happily | 


[ 
; 
| 
j 
4 
þ 


i 
: 
[i 
; 
F 


Dt. A 


and narrow way. 


happily of thoſe which wee draw to 
land, ſome proue but ſorry ones, not 
worthy keeping,(as in that Parable of 
the draw xette is obſerued) yet let this 
bee our comfort that wee catch ſome 
good to put as into veſſels for ſer- 
vice of the Lord: and for the reſt, 
let vs remember that, wherewith 
Iſaiah in like labour comforted him- 
ſelfe ; namely , that owr indgement 
& with the Lord and our worke ts with our 
God:and though Iſrael be not gathered, 
et ſhall wee be glorious in the Lords ces, 
and our God ſhall bee eur ſtrength, For 
why? 2.Cor.2.15.Wee are vnto God the 
ſweet ſanour of Chriſt, in whome? in 
them that are ſaued? indeed in them 
chiefly; yet not onely in them; bur,in 
them alſo that periſh, Will yee have 
told how Th'apoſile openeth it? To the 
one wee are the ſauour of death wnto 
aeath, viz : to ſeale vp their condemna- 
tion; while we preach Chriſt a Iudge, 
comming in flaming fire to render venge- 
ance, toall that ſhall contemne to know 
or follow him : but to the other, wee are 


| the ſauonr of life unto life to afſure their 


ſoules of .erternall life; whiles wee 


preach 
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2.Theſ\.1. 


Luk.19. 9. 


preach Chriſt a moſt mercifull Sauiour, 
to all that ſhall belceue; When as he ſhal 


come to bee glorified in his Saints, and to 
be made maruailows, for mercy(though 
not ſimply in all,northe moſt, yet) iz 
all that beleene in him; becauſe our teſt i- 
mony hath beene belcexed by them, $o 
may thfs ſerue to comfort Goas faith. 

full Miniſters. | 
16 But fther in the ſero#d place, 
to al: true belecuers, called and con- 
uerted to the obedience and. faith of 
Chriſt, may this point touching the 
few that ſhall bee faued, yeeld com- 
fort in aboundance, and great encon- 
| ragement, Firſt, Comfort, in the free 
and gratious rich mercy of the Lord, 
who hath vouchſafed meerely through 
his cye of loue caſt on them, to ſeparate 
them fromthe many of the world, and 
ro marke them for his owne: making 
them through faith to become whar 
Zachenus was, when vpon his ſound re- 
pentance, ſaluation came into his houſe, 
euen Children and ſo bleſſed with faith- 
fulleAbraham.Tocuery one of whom, 
how can this conſideration poſſibly 
| but adde an cncreaſe ofioy;that wher- 
as 


[ 
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able depth of his cternall wiſedome, to 
choole out and reſcrue vnrto himlſelfe, 
onely afew, a remnant, for the glorie 
of his grace : it hath alſo pleated him, 
in the tree and vnconceiuable riches of 
thathis grice, to vouchlafe to make 


l .® . 
them ſbme of that-ſmall remnant which 


{hall bee Caued; | 


be chat can(t find vnto thy ſoulelet me 
beſeech thee to conſider {crioufly,only 
to increaſe thy ioy and thankefulneſle; 


| whether God might not haue left thee 


| iuſtly, as hee hath many round abour 
thee to walke (as once thou diddeſt al- 
furedly, though perhappes thou then 
didde(t not rake notice of it ) in the 


as it hath pleaſed Godin the voſearch-| 


Aſſurance whereof, whoſocuer thou | 


broad way,wherein fo many walke vn- 
wifely, towardes deſtruction. Or, tell 


mee,ifrhou canſt, what did God ſeein 
thee,more then in any other, that 


might moue him to caſt his love, on 
thee more then on many an other?per- 
hapsricher,or it may be more noble,or 
more learned,or morc mighty, witty, 
ſtrong, or better favoured : for, doc 


E call 
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call to mind, the dayes, and monethes, | |; 

and yeares, which are already paſſed; | Y 

and tell mee in good earneſt, or rather | 
tell ro God with reioycing thankeful- | || 

| neſſe; waſt thou not, as ignorant,as the 
moſt ignorant, till hee inſtructed thee ? 

as blind as the blindeſt, till heeenligh- 

'rened thee? as diflolute perhappes and 
diſorderly, as the moſt of thy ftate and 
anding, till God himſelte tooke in 
hand to order and reclaime thee? ſay 

* | man, walt thou not once a Sax, till 
God ſtrooke thee down,to make thee | Þ 
turne to him, that ſmote thee,and ſo to 
become a Paul? walt thou not perhaps 
| alouer ofpleaſures,or ofprofite, or of 
| prayſes, more then of God? or waſt 
thou not once perhaps a contemner of 
the holy Word, and worſhip of God, 
a blaſphemer,and-rearer in peeces, with 
thy tongue, ſet on fire by hell, of the ſa- 
cred and ttoly name of God? ora pro-| || 
phaner (contrary to Gods morall pre-| | 
cept {till 1n power, ) of the holy Sab- 
',__ _ >kbathofGod? (of which, how trulic 
* * tpake hee, that ſpake worthily, in a 
D.Deniſon | Sreat «lembly, and ſince hath writtcy 
arthe A& | it : that Where the Sabbath is not (antli- 
| fied 
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fied; there is neither ſound Religion,nor a 
Chriſtian conuerſativnto be: expected.) 
Or, for the ſecond Table ;- walt thon:: 


diſobedient, if not an heart-breaking 
to thy tender parents? or it may bee, 
aſcorner and derider of Gods Mini- 
ſters; or haſt thou not beene(to haſten. 
in thereſt)ofa malicious, reuengetall, 
ſtout, and perhaps ſtabbing ftomacke? 
or nor, it may bee, of a filthy, an vn+ 
cleane, a drunken,and defiled conuer- 
ſation ? or hathnot thy heart andhand 
dealt yniuſtly,and euen theeuiſhly with 
others ? or perhaps (which was a grea- 
ter fault) with thy Parent? or thy Ma- 
ſter?orthy dead friend, that left thee 
his Executor? or any elſe who truſted 
thee? ifnor, (by thy riotous and wafttul 
ſpending alſo,) happily with thy ſelte? 
or what finally, canſt thou not remem- 
ber the time,when( alas,) thou madeſt 
no conſcience at all, for either thine 
owne commodity, or others finnefull,|. 


thy tongue tell many a lie, if not ſotns;} 


fearing that dreadfull doome of exc!u- 


not Foc rebellious in times paſt, & || 


profite, (which ſeldome proſpers) to J&t5) 51 
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fron, and caſting into the Lake denoun- 
ced againſt all that /oxc or make lies?In 


| a word,(toleaue euery oneto examine 


themſclues in what maner) doeſt thou 
not thinke,that there bee many in hell, 
now damned,and ſo ſhall bee tor euer, 
that neuer committed ſo many feareful 
ſinnes, of what ſort ſocuer, as thou haſt 
done? | 

And, if thus happily vpon inquirie, 
thou caſt find thy former eſtate to haue 
beene, before God by his word and ſpi- 
rit pulled thee out of the fire; how 
there was in thee atall, no manner of 
ſound goodneſle, no loue vnto Gods 
Word, nor reuerence of his name; nor 
conſcience of his Sabbaths, nor care to 
keepe any of his righteous lawes : oh 
then; vrgeIthis to driue thee to de- 
fpaire? no, deare Chriſtian, but to 
make thee rather ro ſtand aſtoniſhed, 
with thankefull admiration,at the rich, 
gratious, and free mercy of thy God; 
who(as hee told Moſes,) ſhewing mer- 


Exod.33, |), and haning compaſsion on whome hee 


well, hath of his owne good pleaſure, 
withour farther reaſon that can be gi- 


nen, reſerued thee for grace, marking 
thee 


Lt + 
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thee as with his owne ſheepe brand, 
for one of his little flocke ; who 
though ſmall yer necde not to feare, 
ſince bs pleaſure i (as Chriſt himſelfe 
hath promiſed) to give them the King- 
dome. "=, 3 

17 In the ſoundneſle of which reioi- 
cing ioy, that they = be the more c6- 
firmed,ſhal any now defire,to haue the 


notes or markes aſſigned, whereby they { 


may come to know themſclues, to bee 
vadoubtedly of that lefſer flocke : be- 
hold, for triallfoxre only amongſt ma- 
ny, asI conceiue, molt eſpeciall ones ; 
which thereforc I will make choiſe of 
briefly ro commendvnto our vie. 

The Fir/# whereofis this,to ſee whe- 
ther we can finde in vs zew, that is re- 
newed, hearts : not new tongues one- 
le to ſpeake, nornew faces onely to 
looke, nor new hands onely to worke, 
otherwiſe then before ; (tor all theſe, 
though good ſignes of the renewing 
ofthe heart, yet may bee found, where 
the heart remaineth old, in very Hypo- 
crites;) but new hearts, which are ne- 
uer found but in true conuert Chriſti- 
ans; Whoſe ſinnes are waſhed away,by 


BD q 


Luk,12.33 


the | 


— 
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yetle 25, 


yerſ, 26, 


veil, 9, 


the blood of Chrift;who ſhall be ſaued. 

For to in; the new covenant Ezek, 36. 

on-whom God promiſeth to: poure 

cleane water, that they may be clenſed 

from ſfinne; [will pore cleane water vp- 

02 you, and ye ſhall bee cleane: to them 

doth he promiſe alſo a new heart and 
{pirit that they may be wholly renew- 
ed with grace; 4 new heart alſo will 1 
gine you, anda new ſpirit will I put with- 
nyo; and what anew heart he mea- 
neth, he openeth farther in the words 
following, wil take away the ſtony heart 
out of your body,(.1.) the ſtony hardneſſe 
which-ies in your heart before, and 7 
will ging you an beart of fleſh; he meancth 
not a fleſhly, but a' fleſhy, that is a ſoft 
and tender heart; to tremble at Gods 
iudgements, and beleeue his promiſes, 
& obey his commandements, ſo as be- 
forethey did not, Indeed ſo it ſhall be, 
when one is truly conuerted vnto God, 
he ſhall inde in him, for ſpirituall mat- 
ters, What in regard of managing ciuill 


aftaires,is ſaid 1.5am.10. that God gaue 
Saxl,when he was turned from Sammnel, 


cuen another heart : ſurely, another 
minde,another will, otherwiſe diſpoſed 


affections, 


— 


| ced theftampe,he praied ſo,to hauc it a- 


— 
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affectiss, then before. That what before 
he liked and loued, thoſe exerciſes, that 
company, thoſe courlſes,finful, wicked, 
and prophane ; thoſenow oa the con- 
trary hee findeth his ſoule to abhorand 
loath: and on th'other ſide, what before 
he cared not for, he could not abide, he 
eſteemed not of; that now,thoſe exerci- 
ſes,that company, thoſe courſes, Gods 
word,and Sabbaths,and Miniſters, and 
people,and their holy practiſes, be they 
wherein his ſoule and ſpirit chiefly de- 
lighteth. And whoſoener can find thus 
in him 4 new or an other heart, it is as 


—— 


Gods priuie ſeale ſet vpon his ſoulc, 
that his ſoule is one of thoſe few, that 
ſhall be ſaued.Of which ſcale when Da- 
wid by his fall and folly, had cuen defa- 


gainc renewed ypon him, in that Pſa/. 
51.10.Create inme 0 God,acleane heart, 
and renew within me 4 right or {ctled ſþi- 
rit, So is this the firſt, and euermore a 
ſure note of ſaluation, 4 new heart, 

But farther, for a ſecond, let vs ob- 
ſerue whether we keepe aright, 47 o/d 
remembrance: 1 meane , remembrance 


of what hath paſſed of old, our former 


E 4 waies 


The ſtrait gate, 


Vet C IQ, 


Zach, 13-1- 


waics and workes that were not good; 
how ? but with a kinde of deteſtation of 
them,& cuen iudging of our own ſelues 
for them as worthy of wrath. For ſo is 
this giuen for anote of a right in Chrift 
tolife, to iudge ourſclues in our fclucs 
deſcruing death ; as in Ezek, 36, 31. 
Ther, when (2< before) God hath pou- 
red clcane water on them, and giuen 
them new hearts, ſhall you remember 
your owneWwicked waics and your acedes 
that were not good: and ſhall indge your 
ſelues worthy to hane beene deſtrozed, for 
yorr migquitiecs and abhominations, Till 
when, that men come to {ec and iudge 
theſclues worthy to be deſtroied,they 
can never come to aſſurance that in 


Chriſt Teſus they ſhall bee ſaued. For 


Chriſt,whom they hae pierced ; exc they 
may hope to findc,what is after promi- 
ſed the forntaine opened, by whoſe wa- 
ters they may bee clenſed. And there- 
fore praied holy Danid, Pſalm.s 1. Hang 
mercy O God on me after thy lowing kind 
neſſe, cc, for in verſ.z, Thnow mine ini- 
guities, and my ſinne, thar is,the bitter 
remembrance thereof, is ener before 

me. 


firſt, asin Zach.12.they mult weepe oney | 


a 


Rs oa ctr, woele ton 


| 
| 


»e, So muſt we with humbled hearts re- 


| ſo what zeale withal,to turne and draw 


and narrow way. 


member our former ſinnes,if we would 
haue God to forget them; fince this 
remembrance will bee a meanes to 
breake our hearts, and to keepe vs,as it 
did S, Pal, (till humble, and ſo capa- 
ble of fauing grace. This therefore is a 
ſecond note. 

But thirdly, will we haue, as it were 
Gods broad ſeale ſet vpon vs, that o- 
thers alſo may ſee and perceiue that we 
are his ſeruants, who ſhall bee ſaued? 
Then ſee, as what preſent care we hauc 
for reformation of our owne liues : 


others vnto God, who, as our {clues of 
old, or perhaps with vs, hauc gone a- 
ſtray, For ſo in Ezek, 18. 30. retwrne, 
viz : your ſelues, bur is that enough? 
No, but (which will follow vpon the 
former) and cauſe others to turne away 
from al your tranſareſſions:wherein they 
ioined perhaps formerly with you, and 
you with the,cach prouoking th'other; 
and ſo iniquity ſhall not be your deſrruiti- 
on. Inwhich regard, let vs thinke it 
ſaidto euery one of vs, what was once 
to Jeremy, Ter. 15. 19. If thou returne, 


1 Cor, 15. 
10, 


() then 


—_—  —_—— 


verſ 13, 


{ Ezck.g, 4: 
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then will I bring thee againe, andthou 
ſhalt ftand before me < and if thou take a- 
way theprecions from the vile, that is, 
ſeeke to winne the good from the bad, 
thow ſhalt bee according to my word; 
wherupon alſo let vs markethe counſel 
following, /et them returne to thee,that 
is,ſeeke if thou canſt, by all meancs to 
winne them ynto God, (for this isa 
property euer of one truly penitent, 
what Dauid therefore promiſed in 
Pſulm.s1, when once himſclte was re- 
conciled ynto God) but howſoeuer, if 
that thou canſt not, yet this beware of, 
doe not thonreturne to them; to become 
as in former times perchance, a compa- 
nion in cuill. No, but if wee cannot a- 
mend them, rather let vs mourne for 
them, and this alſo ſhall bee as that 
marke of lifein Ezekzel, ſet vpon vs, 

that when all clic ſhall be deſtroied,our 
ſoules ſhall bee ſpared. This therefore 

is a third marke, Zeale to turnc other 

finners vnto God, as our ſelues are tur- 

ncd, 

Fourthly, andfinally ,ve may confi- 
der how we ſtand towards God, by ob- 


ſeruing what /oxe wee beare vnto the 
0 Saints 


DO OS k PSCH IE ge 


See oratt, wt;5 per, 


and narrow way. 


Saints ofGod; our loue towards ſuch 
as are the heires of heauen, being that 


heauen, Witneſſe that of Saint John, 1. 
Toh.3.14.Weknow that we are tranſlated 
from death to life, becauſe wee lone the 
brethren, that is, Gods children anew 
begotten of him, as our ſelues, to a 
liuely hope. For why ? this loueto 
them, who are our brethren, 1t is that, 
which can onely proue true, our loue 
to God our father; by the ſame Apo. 
{les rule, elſewhere deliuered, (which 
holdeth alſo being inuerted:) exery oxe 
that loneth hz which begat, loueth him 
alſo which is begotten of him. Now if we 
loue God, it is ſurely, becauſe hee loned 
vs firſt ; of whom if once we bee loued, 
itis as certaine, wee ſhall bee ſaued by 


he ſpeaketh,ar exerlaſting lope : makin g 
him to loue, whom as hes owne he loweth, 
exervnto the end. So is this allo a marke 
of life, with Danid Pſal. 16. to delight 
in, aud lone the Saints. 

18 And now by theſc foure markes 
(not ro-mention any more)ſhal any vp- 
ontryall finde themſcluesto be in truth 


which may affoord vs alſo ſure hope of 


we fince his loue isas in [eremy. 


of 


| 


1.loh.5.1. 
| 
| 


1.1oh.4. 10 


lere. 31.3 


lob. 13.t- 


veri. 3 


T he ſtrait gate, 


| 


Iob.5-19. 


Lib. 2, de 
penit,cap. 
19, 


r.Pet. 4.4. 


— — 


of the fold, and flocke, though little, of 
Teſus Chriſt ; howſoeuer it cannot be 
but that the world ſhould hate them, 
and the greater multitudes maligne 
and tomackethem; Oh, yet ſince Chriſt 
Teſs hath foretold heereot,and bidden 
vs not to marnuell ; let not this hard 
viage of the world diſcourage them, 
but rather let this inſtruction touching 
the few that ſhall be faued, ferue, as for 


| 


comfort; ſo (which was the laſt branch 
of this vie) to yeeld enconragement - | 
that heereat they bee not diſmaied, if | 
the rabble, which before did ſeeme to | 


{ fawne vpon and follow them, whiles | 


they followed finne, doe now forſake | 
and frowne, or perhaps grow furious | 
and mad againſt them. What maruel] ? 
for is it not cnough to make themgrow 
euen mad, and beſides themſclues, to 
ſee (as in that tale of the yorg man,and ) 
his old acquaintance which Saint Am- 
broſe mentionerh) an old friend ſhake 
hands quite, and bid farewell to all 
their fellowſhip? herein, ſaith S. Peter, 
it ſeemeth to them ſtrange, that ye ruzne 
not with them into the ſame exceſſe of 
riot ; and therefore ſpeake they enill of 


you, 


| 


ready to indge quicks and dead. 
Wherefore, farre be this from diſ- 
couraging thine heart, that thine old 
friends and companions doe forſake 
thee, when thou ſetteſt thy ſelfe after 
that which is good, For why? itis, be- 
cauſe thou firſt haſt left the world, that 
thou maiſt winne one worth ten thou- 
fand worlds,cuen Chriſt Icſus to be thy 
friend ; whom whilſt thou followeſt as 


| 


thy guide, thou ncedeſt not to com- 
' plaine for want of company, though 
; thou ſhouldeſt trauell ſolitary, and all 
alone towards heauen in an vntroden 
ath, Howbenr itin goodcarneſt thou 
wilt follow Chriſt,thou thalt not walke 
alone in the way to life: there be others 
many that haue gone inthat narrow 
path, and ſome, though not the moſt, 
yet by farre,the beſt companions, that 
will foore it with thee. Ina word, if 
thou wilt be a Saint of God, a godly 
Chriftian,labouring to leade art holy 
and blameleſle life, ſtriuing againſt fn : 
aſſuredly all the Saints of God wil loue 
and 


——— 
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you, but who ſhall be the worſe for it, T. 
but themſelues ? For ſo hee addeth; 
Who ſhal gine an account, to him that | yer( 5, 


| 


— 


| 62 
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Luk.1s. 


Luk.19.6. 
| 


| 


andreckon of thee, (as Pſalm..15. 4. 


it is notedto be their property) reioi- 


cing in their hearts to doe thee good ; 
yea they onearth will giue thankes to 
God for thee, who ſhall come to heare 


ofthy change, though they neuer faw 


thee. 


Befides which ioy on carth, con- | 


ceiue thou maiſt from thoſe Parables 
in Saint Lzke,what ioy allo will bee in 
heauen,not only among(t the Angels, 
to fce the loſtſheepe found againe : but 
with God thy father alſo, who; how- 
ſocuer thine elder brother may ſeeme 
toſtomacke it, hath both robc,& ring, 
with a kiſſe and the fatted calfe, to re- 
ceijue and entertaine thee his ſonune,vho 


| waſt dead, but art aline againe, and be- 


ing ſo once receiued ſhalt liue for e- 
uer, So, that now what rewaincth,to 
make yp this fealt of ioy, but that thou 
alſo reicyce as did Zachkers to recciue 
thy Sauiour: yea that aKeady thou 
haſt receiued bim into thine heart, by 
faith,and true repentance, and vowed 
obedience, wherein thy purpoſe is to 
perſcuere with patience; hee giuing 
thee ſtrength to walke in the narrow 

way 


'. 
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way, who hath vouchſafed thee grace 
ro enter in at that (trait gate, Whereat 
for want of ftriuing, whiles ſo many 
fticke, wee may concciue the reaſon , 
why ſo few are to bee ſaued: plainely 
yeelded by our Sauiour in this holy 
Exhortatien, farther therefore to bee 
opened: Strine to enter in at the ftraite 
gate : for many,T ſay vnto yon, will ſeeke 
to enter in,and ſhall nat be able, —— 
19 Of which Counſel or Exhorta- 
tion, by our moſt wiſe Sauiour fitly in- 
ferred for inftruction vpon the queſti- 
on forementioned,& powerfully preſ- 
fed with a reafon annexed,drawn from 
the danger afluredly following all who 


| ſhall neglect it, the meaning will bee 


moſt plaine ; ſhall wee but remember 
how elſe where Heamez is ſet forth(for 
our conceiuing )as a Kingdome : Or, as 
in Saint /ohn, a glorious City; into 
which to enter, is all one as to bee fa- 
ued. For hereupon may wee ſtreight 
concciue, how this reply was by our 
Sauiour in moſt admirable wiſedome 
ficced, as for correftion to him thar 
moued the queſtion touching the num- 
ber, whether few ſhould bee ſfaucd: fo 


COpC—— 


or 


Math. 25. 


3 4. 
Reu.21,2 


Fo 


— 
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Ioh.z1, 22 


| 


for inſtruction with all, vnto vs all a- 
bout the manner, how we might come 
tobee ofthat number. As if in more 
words hce had anſwered: him, (right 
as to Saint Peter, in the caſe alſo be- 
fore menrioned, not much vnlike to 
this:)What is that to thee? or indeede 
* roany preſent, whether few or many 
«ſhall bee ſaued? whoſe care ſhould 
«bee rather, and would bee euen of 
«you all, were you truely wiſe, to 
«ſecke to find your ſelues, among the 


«number that ſhall bee ſaued. In which | 


<« weightieſt bufineſle, that you may 
© notdeceiue your ſclucs, as many do 
*« very fowlly,whiles they imagine it a 
© matterofno great labour ; but obui- 
© ous and very eaſe, to attaine ſalua- 
«tion : Let my counſcll be acceptable 
*ynto you, which if you entertain, wil 


« afluredly prove moſt profitable: | 


* Strive yee, I ſay not that you ſhould 
* onely wiſh, or barely enquire after, 
*© and ſecke; but ſtriue, as thoſe that 
*prouec maſteries,or who thruſt againft 
*adore withan earneſt violence, to 
*enterin: I meane, where onely is 
* ſaluation ro bee tound, intothe holy 


City 


— 


——_—_ 
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———— 


«City, the new Ieruſalem, Heauen $ 
*Kingdome, To gaine entrance wher- 
< into, that yec.may not maruaile,why 
* I ſhould counfe!l you to vie ſuch yi- 
© glence: I adde for your direction , 
© (which may withall yeeld the reaſon 
« of the neceſſitic of that my -counſel) 
*that it miſſt bee, ifat all,” ar the ſtraite 
« rate, Which becauſe it is but one, | 
*« and that a ſtrait and narrow one, lct- 
«ting intolife, your ſelues. may con- 
«ceive goodreaſon of mine aduiſe,for 
«ſetting the ſhoulder in good earneſt 
©thereunto, and ftriuing with eager 
« earneſtneſſeto get thorough. To fiir 
«you vp the more whereto,this let me 
*bebold to tell you, and take it you 
* may vpou my word; for, [ſay vato 
«© y0#,who ſpeake nortto deceiue you; 

« that, Many ſhall ſecke to enter in, if f 
« onelic that would ſerue: who yet be- 
«cauſe they do not ſtriue,as I do coun- 
« {ell you, ſhall nor be able. 

From which counfell of our Sauiour, 
thus plainly vnwrapped,'toreſeruethe 
reaſon, broughtto preſle it, onely in 
the application to bee vrged/the gene- 
rallnote ofinſtrucion, wherewith we 
F will | 


CD — 


id. 
—_— : — —.4 


The ſtrait gate, 


— 


25» 


3 Cor.9 


will content our ſelues, as by our Saui- 
our mainly aimed at, is this, moſt wor- 
thy by vs to be remembred:that name- 
ly,-——t i no eaſis matter,ont diffi- 
cult,and of great labour, to enter mto life 
eternall, —For: thereto this our Saui- 
ours.counſcll tendeth, in loue vnto 
our foules, to aduiſe vs to ftriue as 
I/reftlers, from whoſe violence (as be- 
fore was noted)the word is borrowed, 


, 
of ya11;"{4dt, 


with an eager earneſtneſſe,that we ma 
enter in. The neceſſity of which con- 
tention requred,is implied in the dire- 
tion giuen, touching the condition 
of the entrance or gate afſigned; be- 
| carſe(which is the maine reaſon , for 
' confirmation of the doctrine thence 
collefted,and which in © Math: 7.14.is 
by the ſame mouth of our bleſſed Saui- 
our expreſſed more fully,) the gate is 
ſtrait for entrance, and the way for the 
walking, when once wee bee entred, 
aarrow, that leadeth vato life;and ther- 
fore but few that finde ir, And yet few- 
erthat paſte through it, becauſe they 
{triuc not, 

20 And ifnow for farther diregion 
tt bee demaunded, what this ſtrait gate 
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- | Sauiour itis alſo tearmed 4 way: )it is 
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is,through which alone we may hope 
by ſtriuing to enter heauen: let vs con- 


fder how in Mathew, (where by our 


noted forth vnto vs,that we may come 
to knowit, as by the property, that ic 
is a ſtrait gate, a narrow way leading to 
life : ſoalfoby the adiunct of compa- 
ny therein trauailing, but few that find 
it, Which farther we may marke, how 
it is ſctforth there, and illuſtrated, by 
the oppoſite in like manner alſo deſcri- 
bed, firſt by the condition; for, /r zx 
the wide gate, and broad way leading 
rodeſtruition : and then by the compa- 
nie, viz. : whole multitudes that goe in 
at it, Thar who ſo hauc aniccies to ſee 
and diſcerne, between (trait and wide, 
or broadand narrow; bctween a great 
road way and wide gatc, where-tho- 


verſe 13, 


rough many paſle in troupes, and a lit- 
tle narrow wicket, 'and winding foot 
path, wherein but few doe walke; may 
catily more then geſle,which is the gate 
& way of life that bringeth to heauen. 
No doubt, the way to climbe vp that 
hill toppe, which the P/a/miſt menti- 
oneth and calleth holy : will appeare 
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1.Sam. [4 
13+ 


Verl. 9g. 
Verſe6, 
Eph. 2. 14. 


Veiſ. 18, 


Reyu.27, 13 


Verſe 25. 


— 
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to bee like that by which /orathan =; ' 


his Armour-bearer went vp vpoz their 


a way that few,in compariſon, /oathas 
and his Armour-bearer, two of an ar- 
mie,are cither ſo wiſe as to finde, or ſo 
valorous and induſtrious, as to venture 
VP. | 

Touching which way or gate,a doxbr 
here may bee mouecd : how it can bee 
verified to be ftrait and narrow; fince 


ſelfe, that he is the dore,[oh,10., and hee 
the way, the truth,and life, that is th'on- 
lie way by truth, leading vnto life, Joh. 


The trait gate, | 


hands and feet between two ſharge racks: | Þ 


» EET Aa. 
. 


Chriſt Icſus hath borne witnes of him- 3 


14.who cannot bee ſaid to bee a ſtrait |} 
gatc,or a narrow way, eſpeciallic,fince | 
by his comming and ſuffering in the |? 
flcſh, the partitionwall is broken down , |: 
and zz entrance made thorough him vn- \ 
to the Father, euen for vs Gentiles alſo, f- 
who were once farre off. That from cuc- | 
ric quarter ofthe earth, apathandpaſ-|} 
ſage is opened to heauen; yea as oh || 
ſaw in his vifior,, not one but twelue | 
gates, three on euery ſide,of the holy City, |} 
the new Ternſalem; alwaies ſtanding 0- | 


| pen, to receine the glory and honour of the || 
Gen- | 


>. 
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Gentiles brought thereto: cuen the ma- 
mentioned in Mathew, to come from 


” 
Laſt and Weſt : and (beſides ſo manic. 


thouſand ſealed Iewes) that inwwemera- 
ble multitude, which Rex. 7. Tohn ſaw 
in their robes , and with their palmes 
ſtanding before the throne, By all which, 
what may ſeeme to be gathered? but 
that, whether wee reſpect the condition 
ot the way, or Company : the gate, or 
goers in: the path, or paſſengers: the 
gate and way to life is not {trait and 
narrow, nor yet onelie one; but ra- 
ther that heauen hath many gates,and 


they alwaies wide and open, forall, ot 


ſure for many to enter in, 

Howbeit for all this,or whatſoeucr 
more can bee vrged,, what here,and in 
A1ithew, our Sauiour hath auouched , 
that ſtill muſt wee cleaue vnto, as the 
very truth - that certainclie, this gate 
and way leading to life,is ſtrait and zar- 
row: and which therefore but few doc 
finde. For why? as that part of the 
obieiontouching the Compary, hath | 
already beene in the explication of the ; 
former doctrine, out of Saint eAzgn- 


| 


Matd.$, 11. 


Verſe 9, 


Ser.32, de | 
veibs Do- 


mini. 


fine at full reſolued; how namely thoſe 
F 2 that 


T he ſtrait gate, 


Gen-28, 
12, 


———————— Oe 


that enter heauen, though they be ma- 
ny in themſclues,are yet in compariſon 
with the farre greater number who pe- 
riſh, to beereckoned and accounted , 
as the wheat cornes in compariſon 
withthe chafte, but a few; as it were an 
handfull ora gleaning after harueſt, a 
(mall remnant, andlittle flocke; that 
weeneednotto ſpeake farther in that 
behalfe: ſoalſo, for the other part of 
the doubt, touching the condition of 
the gate or way (to-reſolue that alſo, 
for the opening and full clearing of the 
point) this firſt as a moſt ;comforta- 
ble truth wee gladly grant, that Chriſt 
leſus our bleſſed Lord and Saujour, is 
(as himſelfe hath witneſſed of himſelfe) 
the onely dore and way tolife : and in- 
deed that true [acobs ladder, which a- 
lone giueth paſlage from earth to hea- 
uen. For,neither zs there ſaluation in a- 
ny other, there being among men, none 
other name giuen vnder heauen, whereby 
wee muſt bee ſaued, Att. 4.12. concer- 
ning whom, howſoeuer conſidering 
him in himſelfe, and ſo as in the rich 


grace of the Goſpell, he is offered yn- 


toall, wee cannot fay, that hee is - i 
ther 
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and narrow way, 


ther ſtrait or narrow : but faire rather 
and goodly,broad and ſpatiouswavate; 
like that of the Temple, whieh/for the 
magnificence and ſtatelineſle of it)was 
rearmed beanrifwll : and 'a way, like 
that which in Nam, 20. is called the 


| Kings highway; thorough which as 


by the true and lining way, Heb. 16. 
the whole hoſt and armie of the church 
ſhall enter heauen. Yet, ast! e Apo- 
{He telleth the Corinthians, tht t rhey 


were not kept ſtrait in him, but were 


ſtr aitned in their owne bowels towards 
him : ſo may we in like ſort conceiue, 


how euen Ieſus Chriſt this gate & way 


| of life, though he be not byGodmade 
ſtrair, yet is made (trait ro-molt, by 
| their own corruption; whiles raturally, 


all loue to wander and roue at lar oein 
the waies of 'finne , abhorring white. 
ſocuecr reſtrainerh' (as this way __ 


| their carnall liberty, 


21 Forbetter vnderſtanding Jher-! 
of, wee are to know, that, as [oriſt | D 
called the Way, becauſe hee i isthe ſub-. 
ſtance and ſcope ofReligion, 'wherein, 
aS ina way, wee- walke to happinefte; 


] according to that Coloſ; 2,6; Av yee 


F 4 haue 


| 


—— 


WP * 


_ 


The ſiratt gate, 


| 


haxe therefore receined Chriſt Iefus the 
Lord, ſo walke in him: ſo vnder, and 
within the compaſſe of this way, which 
is Chriſt, wee muſt conceiue to bee 
comprehended, all thoſe ſeuerall du- 
ties Which being neceflary vnto thoſe 


| who walke in this way, ate ſo diſtaſt- 


fullto ſo many 2s refuſe it, or hauc not 
yet made choice thereof, Amongſt 
which, the ſcripture pointcth out fourec 
as the chiefe,vir, Firlt, Faggh in Chriſt ; 
and ſecondly, Repentaxce: thirdly,new 
Obedicace: and tourthly, Patience; all 
which by God preſctibed wee may 
reckon, as gates,forentrance; & paths, 
for the continuance : whereby we may 
be ſaid, as by Chriſt to, enter, ſoin 
Chiiſt to walke, and that alſo wnto 
Chriſt; who is not onely the way, but 
the cndaiſo of the way,euen happines, 
and oxr life, Celvſ.2.4.. 

For ſo (toſhew theſe bricfly) firſt 


for Faith, that it isa gate and way, in 


{ and by Chriſt the truth, /eadirg to 


Chriſt as hee is thelife - conſider what 


when hee came trembling and fell at 


their feet, asking of thcm what he muſt 


Paurl and Silas anſwered the Gaoler, 


| doe | 


Sao 


COT Is 
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doeto beeſaued? Att : 16.31. Belecue 
in the Lord leſus and thou ſhalt be ſancd. 
And for Repentance, that it isno leſle, 
witnefle that counſell which Saint Pe- 
ter gaue, in anſ{were to thoſe Iewes, 
who,being pricked in their hearts, aſ- |. 
ked the like queſtion what they ſhould 
doe? Att: iu amend your 
liues) 4rd, in teſtimony hereof, be bap- 
tiz.ed exery one of you,in the name of le- 
ſus Chriſt, for the remiſſion of ſins. Third- 
ly, for Obeatence, how truly may that 
bee ſpoken, as of a way(which is falſly 
expqunded by the Papiſts as ofa caulc 
or merite) CAath. 19. 17. If thos wilt 
enter into life ,keepe the commandements; 
fince Rew.2.2.14- Bleſſed are they, that ds 
his cqmmandements, that they noay haxe 
intereſt in the tree of life, and may enter 
in thorough the gatesrunto the (ity, Final- 
ly, for Patience, that by it wee muſt 
neceſſarily follow Chriſt in ſufferings, 
if we would alſo be glorified with him 
in his kingdome, witneſſe what our 
Sauiour'ſpake to his Diſciples, Aath : 

16.24.1f a#y man will come after me, let 


bim forſake himſelfe, and take vp his 


croſſe, and follow me, And again, that 
: of 


| 


Heb.10. 
36. 


Progg-17. 


Gen,r.16, 


| Pro,26.13, | 


| 


| 4 . Theſtraitgate, | 


of Th apoſtle, Te hane needs of Patience, 
that after yee hane done the will of God, 
ce may receine the promiſe. 
Concetning all which porches and 
pathes of this gatc and way to life, 
howſoeuer we may truly ſay, as before 
of Chriſt himſelfe, vnder whom they 
arc contained, and who did preſcribe 
them ; that they be in theinſelues both 
faire and ſpacious, like Wiſdomes waies, 
all waies of pleaſure and pathes of proſpe- 
rity, life to'them that enter in at then, 
and making bleſſed thoſe who walke in 
them : yet may we cafily conceiue, in 
what reſpe& this gate and way is by 
our Sauiour tearmed ſtrait and narrow, | 
if we call to-minde, how Moſes ter- 
meth the, <Aooe one of the greater 
lights in regard of the appearance, | 
which yet is not ſoin the knowledge of 
the learned, bur onely ſo appeareth to 
vs by reaſon of the ſmall diftatice, For 
right ſo doth our Sauiour ſpeake of this 
way, not as indeed it is, in the experi- 
ence of the ſpirituall traueller, but, as it 
ſeemeth in the apprehenſion of the car- 


nall luggard, who dreameth of difh- 


culty, it not of a Lox, incnery of theſe 
pathes 
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pathes and waies of God, 
22 For confirmation whereof, that 
we may ſee how this difficulty preſen- 


king ſo many to forſake theſe waies of 
life, and to runne headlong like the 
herd of poſſeſſed ſwine into the deepe 
of deſtruction; let vs confider how our 
Sauiour Chriſt, firft, compriſeth them 
all vnder oxe gate and way of truth lea- 
ding ynto life, oppoſed ynro the many 
falſe gates and waies of finne tending 
to death : and ſecondly, calleth it, as 
they account ir, who refuſe to enter in- 
toit, ſtrait and narrow, 

For ſo, for the former of theſe two 
generall reaſons, molt rrue it is that the 


gate to enter in at, and one way to 
walke on in, being entred; on either 
fide whereof, is the broad way vnto 
death, har ſtep but out of the ſtreight 
path of Saluation,and on whether hand 
ſocuer the turning bezit is into the way 
which hath in it many by-pathes of de- 
ſtruction. For why ? as there is but one 

ray onely to bce borne, but many to 
die : andone way for Archers onely to 


paſſage vnto heauen is but -oxe, one | 


hit 


Mat, 8, 32 
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The ſtrait gate, 


AQ.a18.15, 


AQ.22. 4. 


Gal.6.16.] 


Tu KO, i 


| hit the white, but many waies for them 


{to mille the marke; by ſhooting vnder, 


or oucr, or wide on either hand : euen 
ſoare there many waies, wherein peo- 


. | ple may goeto hell. As ſome doe, in 


the high way of blockiſh 1gnorance: 
and others, through the puddle of (wi- 
niſh drunkenneſle : ſome, in the mire 
of vncleanneſle : and others, vpon the 
ridge of pride & haughtinefle: or in the 
crooked winding track of couetouſnes: 
orelſein the path perhaps that bendeth 
as much quite the other way of prodi- 
gall Juxuriouſnes, "Some, whiles like 
Gallio, they care for no religion : and 
others, whiles they arc too hot in zeale, 
as Paul once was, by his owne confeſ- 
ſion, after a falſe religion, When as, 
loe, to bring to heauen onely one gatc 
and path (which therefore ſo few doc 
paſſe through) by the truth of faith, 


cere endeauour of holy obedience, to- 
gether with conſtant and cheereful pa- 
tience; whereia ſuchas will haue peace 
on them, as the Iſrael of God,muſt enter, 
and being entered, muſt walke, as the 
Apoſtle wiſheththem, as it were by 4 


line 
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and ſoundnetle of repentance, 4nd fin- |- 
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line orrule, without declining, | 

23 But,to paſle briefly from this,to 
the ſecond reaſon, (fince the confidera- 
tion thereof, will make both this for- 
mer reaſon and the whole concluſion 
yet more clearc)asthis gate and way is 
onely one : ſoſhall wefinde thar it is 
or atleaſt ſeemeth ro moſt to bec, not 
for any fault in it, but onely through 
the ſinfull folly of fleſh and blood, both 
ftrait and narrow, and that in foure re- 
ſpe&ts : viz - firſt, in regard of the find- 
ing: and ſecondly, ofthe entrizg : and 
thirdly, of thepreceeding : and fourth- 
lie, ofthe perſexering therein ynta the 
end, 

To open which in order, for confir- 
mation of the point; for the firſt, moſt 
true it isthat the gate and way to hea- 
ucn, Which is but one : hath euer in all 


ages beenevery hard to finde, becauſe 
' ynknowne and hidden to fleſh and 
blood. Howbeit, this hath not bcene 
becauſe it hath not by Godin his word 
of truth beene reucaled, but indecde, 
becauſe fleſh and bloodis by nature 
blinde,andcannot fee it. For why? you 
haue hcard how plainely the Scripture 


_ 


— 


—_ ſpeaketh 
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AR.i6.31. 
AR. 3, 38, 


Mat.1 9.17 


Reu.23, 14 
Heb.1 0.36 


1::d ver.19 
e.Cor.1f, 


ſpeakerh T_ of the foure pathes, 


and porches before mentioned. As of 
the firſt, which is Faith : Beleene in the 
Lord Ieſus , and thou ſhalt bee ſaued, 
And of the ſecond, Repentarce, thus : 
eAmend your lines and be baptized, and 
you ſhall receine remiſſion. Thirdly, of 
Obedience : This doe, and line ; for ,bleſ- 
ſed are they that keepe his commande- 
ments.Fourthly,of the /aſtalſo : Te hare 
need of Patience, that yee may enioy the 
promiſe, All which, what are they in 
effect, but as that voice for dirc&ion 
promiſedto them of Sion, 1ſai, zo. 21. 
Th is the way walke ye in it. But which 
voice, as there, they onely come to 
hcare, who are truely humbled; ail ha- 
uing their cares and hearts naturallic 
ſhut vp,and hardncd,till by God they 
bee opened, and enlarged; and their 
eyes blindcd, till God take away the 
vaile trom off their hearts; that they 
can neither hcare that word, nor ſce 
the way to lite, though plaincly poin- 


| ted our, and diſcouered.For ſodoth the 


Apollle witnefle, 1.Cor.2.14.That the 
naturall man who hath in him, onely a 
living ſoule,and nor the quickning ſpi- 

— | 


w 


1 
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rit,doth not perceine the things of the ſpi- 
rit of God ; that is which are in the 
word by Gods ſpirit plainely reuea- 
led : nerther can hee know them (faith 
Th'apoſtle)- being no more then natu- 
rall, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcer- 
xed,that is,by the enlightning power of 
the holie Ghoſt, Without which ſu- 


pernaturall light, itis not in the power 


| of fleſh andblond, as our Sauiour told 


Peter, ro reucale vnto vs ſo much as the 


ground of truth touching the great | 


gate andway to life, that Jeſus is the 
Chriſt the ſonne of the lining God, From 
whence therefore, it commeth, that {0 
many in thcir blindnefle goe aftray ; 
ſome, not knowing or not caring to 
know what religion meaneth : and 
others, hanging looſe and halting be- 
tweenetwo opinions ; that ſome em- 
brace, without farther conſideration, 
that profeſſion which the times and 
ſtate wherein they live may ſeeme to 
fauour : or elſe rather, will be of no re- 
ligion, becauſe they ſee ſuch variety of 
opinions : that finally ſome, onely to 
follow their ferefathers,as thoſe Idola- 
ters in Jeremy ( whole ſucceſlours arc 
our 


Mart.16. 17 


| Icre.q4-17 


| $o 


The ſtrait gate, 
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AR, 22,20 


Ioh.16.2, 


| as once to finde and know, that the 


| 
| 


| 


'to all whom therefore, no maruell 


our ignorant Engliſh Papiſts at this-| 
day,much to be pittied)cleaue to a falſe 
religion : or perchance goe farther, as 
S. Paul did once in a blinded zeale, to 
perſecure the truth of faith; like thoſe 
of whom our Sauiour foretold'n ohr 
who killmg of Chriſts ſeruanrs,thowght 
they did God ſernice, All which, and 
alas, how many more, are there ec- 
uen among Chriſtians (not tomention 
any other) that all in blindneſſe goc «- 
ſtray, wandring as in the darknefle, in 
the waies of death,not coming ſo much 


might thereat euter, the gate of life ; 


if the gate ſecme ſtrait, becauſe not 
knowne, and therefore fo hard to 
finde. 

24 But adde heereto, the ſecond 
difficulty, making it ſeeme ftrait to 
ſuch as finde it, becauſe being found, 
it iz as hard to enter, Howbeit, neither 
is this ſo muchin the low building or 
ſtraitneſle of the gate, as in regard of 
the ſtature or rather ſtately looke of 
feſh & blood, together with that lug- | 
gage wherwith it is loaden;by which ir 

becon- 


| muſt beabared, and all preſumptuous 
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mell, notpoſhbly able with his bunch 
to go through a needles cic; orrather, 
like to an Elephant, with a caſtle on his 
backe, which cannot enter in though 
at the gate ofa Pallace, In which re- 
ſpefs, vmill there be a pulling downe, 
and withall an vnpacking and parting 
off, of what may ho the paſſage, and 
make it to ſticke in the entric, it is 
not poſſible,thar fleſh and blood ſhould 
enter, and come to /herir (as in an o- 
| ther ſenſe Th'apoſtle ſptaketh) the 
| kingdome of God, | 

| For firſt, for the former of theſe 
twaine, the pulling downe of the looke, 
how true ſhall that of our Sauiour be e- 
ucr found, Marth. 18. 3, Excepr yee bee 
conmerted, ard become as little children, 
that is, humble and lowly in hearr, 
yee ſhall not enter tnto the kingdome 
| of God ? Firſt, the pride of hcart 


' conceits of our owne ſufficiency pulled 
. downe, yea vile and foo/iſh muſt men 
i become in their owne cl{teeme, that(as 


; Th'apottle ſpeaketh) they may be wiſe: 


| humbled er: chey can{> much as enter 


| G this 


becommeth, ſhall 1 fay, like a Cam<-| 


1,Cor. 15. 
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Luk.18.12 
lob. 38.37 
Plal 73 22 
Micah, 7.9 


Ifai, 43. 4. 


| The ſtrait gate, | | 


this gatc of life ; as the Publican, and 
{ob, as Dauid, and the Church in ei. 
cah with fight of their owne vorighte- 
oufneile, and vileneſie of their former 
diſobedicncc,and great vuwort!:inefle, 
Which dcictling and humbling of the 
ſoule, for as much as it goeth excee- 
dingly againſt the naire of proud fleſh 
and blood, which hath naturally a ſtiffe 
necke, and z707 ſinewe; that will neither 
bend nor bow, nor willingly Rtoope to 
be bcholding for ought to God, vntill 
God cucn beatc it downe, and. breake 
the heart by his powerfull grace; what 
| marucll, if this gate ſceme all to low, 
as an ordinary doore is to a tall man, 

| that will not bow to enter vnder it. 
| Ard for thc othcr particular ſecond-- 
ic, theatthere muſtbeca pmtivg by and 
haxing oft allo, of whatſocuer pelfe or 
220ga80, which otherniſe with the 
.c would Rtoppe vp this paſſage: 
\ Witncile the Apoltie, who counſelling 
| hercto Oath withall tell vs what this 
loading is which muſt be laid aſide, For 
' fo TTeb. 12. the fare that hangeth ſo faſt 
| 0zt1-2r mult be ſhaken off: and in Ephe, 
| 4. the old 27 Which is corript with the 
aecei- 
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yea the earthly members, fornication gvzt- 


concupiſcence, and , cougtouſneſſe, they 


goods,to the righttull owners, 'as Za- 


leaue his pleaſures and returne home to 
his'father as the Prodigal: and formult, 
the blaſphemous ſwearex, leauc bis hel- 


uengefidl choughts': and both goe and 
bereconcued to Godand man, by cry- 
ing mercy, ere they can.hape entrance, 


not enter, not ſo much tor the ſtraitnes 
of the /gate,as indeede throughthe cor- | 
ruptionand impenitency of their wic- 
ked hearts; who being le&with luſt ei- 
ther of profit, as are couetous ones : or 


deceiueable luſts, that muſt bee call off; | 


wy 


cleaneneſſe, inordinate affettion, enill.,. 


muſt be mortified, (v/of.35. the coue- |, 
rous man .mult reſtore. his il] gotten | 
Luke,16.8 
chens did : ard the yoluptuous man, |. 


liſh oathes : and the, -malicious, his re- ; 


Which whijles ſuch,'and others like, la-: | 
den and. {tuffed with fins of all ſorts,re-,|; 
tuſcythey, ſtick as in the doore, and can }- 


of pleaſure, as voluptuous ones : or wm 


ones, Will- not, with the ſerpent, calt 
their skinnes, nor willing!y let goe, 


from them, their beloued finnes,thar {0 | 
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credit and ctimation, -25 ail ainvirious |, 


Luk. 5.20, | 
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Exod.1 9, 
I2, 


Exo.3 » hy 


| Veil. 8. 


"HY 


they may get within the gate. In which 
reſpects therefore we ſec, how the gate 
ſeemeth ſtrait to fuch, and hard toen- 
ter.” 
25 Thirdly,asfor the entrance this 
gate ſeemeth difficult and ſtrait to fleſh 
and blood, ſo doth the way feeme nar- 
row, and not ſo ſpacious ts bee paſſed 
through, when entrance hath 

made, For why ? as ingiuing of the 
lawin Exodus, we reade, how God al- 
mighty appointed Loſes, to ſet markes 
and boundes vnto the people round a- 
bout the mount, which they might not 
paſſe : fo hath it pleaſed him to bound 
and hemme in this path to life with ma- 
nie a pale on either fide of both law-and 
Gofpell; ouer which, who ſo would 
walk to life, mnſt not dare to leape,nor 
give liberty to themſclucs to thinke, or 
ſpeake, or doe, as cither they ſee others 
to doc, or as pcrhaps themſclues haue 


done in former times ; for why? the |. 


bounds are ſet which they muſt not 
paſle ; as (for inſtance) nor dare to 
{weare, or any way take in vaine Gods 


holy name : nor by trauaile,or idle ſpor- | 


ting, to prophane hzs holy Sabbath : nor 
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[to be wrathfull and furious, breaking 


yncleanneſſe or drunkennefle to de- 


| and narroy way. 


"; 


foorth vpon cuery light occaſion jato 
bitter words : neither to aduenture by 


file themſelues like brutiſh beaſts : nor 
for matters of the world to deale ininri- 
ouſly in gathering wealth with a large 
conſcience, All which, howſocuer they 
be rife inthe examples and practiſe of 
worldly men, among whom they a{ſo had 
their connerſation intime paſt : yet muſt 
they be farre from ſuch as will walke 
within the liſts of this way of life. 
Whichas it is bounded by theſe, and 
other the like precepts and prohibiti- 
qns of the Law: ſo likewiſe no leſle, 
by the commandements of the Gol- 
pell; requiring vs (for inſtance) to goe 
out of our ſelues for righteouſneſle, 
that we may be found in Chriſt: and to 
reſt on Gods mercies, apprehended by 
faith only and not by ſenſe : enioyning 
vs to lowe our brethre as Chriſt hath lowed 
vs,and finally ro deny our ſelues,andwich 

atience fo take vp our croſſe, All which 
and the like reſtraints, howſpcuer they 
ſceme irkeſome, I grant, and grieuous 
to fleſh and blood ; infomuch that -car- 
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looſe their liberty, and bee cuen pur jn 


Mart.11.30 
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| finde it to be moſt pleaſanr, and the ve- 


nall men conceite how they ſhould 


riſon, ifthey ſhould keep within theſe 
Younds, which maketh them to refuſe 
to walke on in this way, ifnor to won- 
der at their madneſlc, as they concciue, 
which ycelde fo to be reſtraincd : yet is 
this alſo, from their cr:oncous conceit 
and foule miſtake,rather then from any 
vnpleafing ſtraitnefle cfthe way; as the 

odly know beſt, who once being 
brombe to walke on in this path, 


ry reioicing of their ſoules; ('briſts 
[joke to them ſtrengthened by grace, be- 
ing,as himſclttcarmed- it, az eaſe yoke : 
and his Commandements, as in S. Tohn, 
not burdenous. Nay, whereas carnall 
worldlings account Gods ſcruice to be 
2 very burden, as (for inſtance)to hearc 
Gods word twice on the Sabbath; or 
ſo much as to bce reſtrained from tra- 
uelling, or from trifling, on that holy 


day : the godly on tf'other fide, know 
ittobe a drudgery indecd, that world- 
lings endure ; as the wanton and vo- 
luptuous perſon to bee ſo erſlaued to 
kis ſports; and ſo the couctous, and 


2 
: 


ambi- | ; 


_ 


| and narrow way, 


ambitious to his baſe eſteeme, and 
oaine; that th'one, will not ſpare to fit 
vp from his ſfleepe night afrer night, to 
follow his idle games, and to fatiare his 
luſts : andth'other, that hee may com- 
paſſe what hee coueteth, to drudge and 
droile , nor ſticking baſely to gaine 
the Sabbath day, from the ſcruice of 
w_ and the reſt due to his owne foule 

and body: yea, to lie, and {weare, and 
live by vſury, and det ecette, to make (if 


on his kaces without a cuſhis to the ve- 
ry dive! ,togaine the world. Then which 


what can be held a more flauiſh Qauer ry? 
{and in compariſon with which, how 
truely may the way of oodlineſſe bee 
calleda way of liberty?So that for con- 
cluſfion, how ſocuer worldlings thinke 
Chriſtians to be fooles,Chriſftiars know 
aſſuredly that worldlings bee not 
wiſe, 


is difficulty in procecding in this path, 
by reaſon of the liftes and bounds, ſo 
much more 7 perſeucriag conſtantly 
therein, in reſpe& of the bryers and bu- 
ſhes, yea the ſnarcs and bonds, with 
G 4 which 


neede be) bread of ſtones, and full es | 


| 
26 Fourthly,in the laſt place,as there 
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2.Tim. 3. 


12, 


Ver 14. 
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which it is oucrſpicad and all belaid, 

viz: with perſecutions on cuery fide, 

from Satan and the world ; which all 
muſt ſuffer that will liac godly by Chriſt 
Tefas; a5 alſo with corrections and 
daily us trom the Lord, 
who chaſtenethwhom he loueth,+ ſcour- 
geth exery ſonze that hee te th to 
verifie that tc{timony of Paul and B ar- 
nabas. Atl. 14.22.that thorough maunie 


tribulations men meſt enter, if at all, in- 


to Gods Kingdome, In regard wW Soo 
of, what maruailc if the way ſceme | 
rough and moſt vnplcaſant to ficth & | 
bloud: yca ſometimes ſo vncomfor- | 


table not onely to carnall people vnre- 
generate, but cuecr, to {uch as Dazid, 

the deareſt Saints of God: that,w hen 
(a5 in Pſeul. 72.)they looke 2:pon rhe pre- 
ſent preſperity which the nicked enioy, 
and conhder withall how themſclucs 
are dayly chaſtened and corretled enerie 
moriizg, they beginne to repent them 
of their bargain,andarc ready to faint, 
and cuen turnec aſide, almoſt cordem- 
ring,as ſorfooles, the gercratro of Gods 
Children, that will goec forward in that 
couile, ſo full of trouble. And yet ſhal! 
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men repaire,as the Prophet there, into 
the Santtuary of God, and there wnder- 


who ſtand amid all proſperity,bur as 
malefaCtors on the ladder, in ſl;pperie 
places; and ſhall withall concciue why 
God ſo pleaſeth in louc, to excrciſe his 
children for thcir good; as namely,ci- 
ther to ſtoppe their wates with thorns that 
they mgy not find their euill pathes: or 
clſe,toparge ont their droſſe: orfinally, 
to ?rie their faith and patience, that they 
might appeare wnto their praiſe: and 
ſurely, this path of tribulations will 


not ſecme ſo troubleſome; whiles fairh 


| amiddeſtall afflictions, will make them 
; ynder hope,to wait for the rich mercies 
; of the Lord,and as Moſes to choole ra- 
| ther, to ſuffer aduerſity with the children 


| of God,and to eſteem the rebukes of Chriſt 


| greater treaſures, and indeed more de- 
| lightſome pleaſures, then allels which 
| the Egypt of this world can yecld, For 
| thus they iudge who hauc,as he, an eye 
to the recompence of reward; which,who 
{o haue not, as carnall people wanting 

faith cannot hauc; no maruaile, if this 


| way to ſuch ſceme rough &rthorny,the 


ftaud the fearefull end of wicked men; 


Verſe 1 


Verle18, f? 


Hoſ.z. 6, 
Malac,3.3. 


Hcb.tl, 


25. 


pric- 


1 Pcr.1-7. 
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The ſtrait gate, 


prickings whereof haue driuen backe 
many an one, who hauenot had rhezr |} 
feer well ſhodde, with the preparation of | 
the Goſpell of Peace. So is finally in this || 
reſpect alſo, theway to heauen ſtraite | 
and narrow, and hard to bee gore tho- || 
yy” with'-perſeucrance vnto the |! 


en 
- --27- By all which hitherto deliuered, 


the doctrine hauing beene fully —_— | 


cated, and abundantly confirmed, that 


namely — 1 is no eafie matter, but diffi- || 


cult and of great labour,to enter into life 
eternall,—And why? but becauſe the 
gate and way,leading to Chriſtthe life, 
is but oe:and that to fleſh and bloud, 
for both finding,and extring,and procee- 
ding, andperſexering in, ſtrait and nar- 
row; if yet you expeCtrhe application 
for farther profit, it wil, being marked, 
caſily apply it ſelte, by a foure-fold vſc: 
viz : firſt for triall: and ſecondly, for 
terror: thirdly, for Connſell : and final- 
ly,for Comfort. | 
For fir{t, for Inſtruftion this may 
ſcrue, to teach vs to tric our ſtate, whe- 
ther wee bein the way tolife: by con- 
fidering, whether we haueentred in at 
the 


FP” LOFTS oP 


Re OO OL, OT, WEN TY . 


TV """m* FF EY | 
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the right gate, and-in what path wee 
walke, Andthis is an application of 
this doctrine moſt neceſiaiy and proti- 
table; fince. there.is hardly any , but 
would moſt gladly bec ſure of this;tha 

hee is in the way to life, and ſhall bee 
ſaucd when hee dicth, Ycathe Popiſh 
ignorant, who hath beenc taught to 
hold it preſuniption, for any to. ac- 


- count himſelfe ture of being faued, yet 


hath hisioy in this, that hee is of a 
good belcete,and hopeth well/though 
hee bee not ſure of it )that lice ſhall go 
to heauen, But, it is, you know, the 
counſell of Saint Perer: to gue all dil:- 
geace, tomake our calliag and elettion 
ſure, How meaneth hee? in it felterno, 
for ſo from all eternity, it was with 
God, in his immutable decree : but ra- 
ther, in our knowledge,and afſlurance 
of beleefe, And therefore in the con- 
trary extreame, how condent may we 
tinde another number,ot ignorant pro- 
phanc ones in the world, that howſoc- 
uer they liuc an vnholy and wicked life, 
yet.arc or ſccme ar leaſtto bee ſecure, 
that they ſhall die an happy, and blei- 
ſed dcath,and doubt they doe not,on 
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| Gen.2s., 
I7s 


Pro.14. 
Iz, 


lerem.7.8. 


Gen.28, 12 


whit of this, but they ſhall bee faued.. | 


How bent, fince wee haue learned in the 
docrine delivered, thar it is not ſo 
light a matter to attaine to heauen,nor 


indced poſſible at all, except wee enter ||: 
in, and walke thorough the right gate ||: 
and way, which is bur one, and ſtrait, |} 


leading to life: it will be good for peo- 
ple, fi to maketriall of themſclues , 
cre they reſt lecure; {ince euery gate is 
not, what /acob called Bethel,the gate 
of heanen ; nor yet euery beaten vway,a 
pathto life: but ſome rather, of that 
fort, which the Wiſe man noteth, 
which though zr ſceme right to 4 man, 


yet the ijſues of it , are the waies of | | 


death, 

And therefore herein for direGion , 
that wee may not decciue our felues 
(as many miſerably doe, with a bare 
profefſion of the name of Chriſt, rr#- 
fting,as thoſe Iewes in Jeremy, in lying 
words that cannot profite) this let vs re- 
member, which in the doctrine before 
deliuered wee haue already learned; 
that howſocuer Chriſt Ieſus that verie 
Ladder, which [acob ſaw in Bethel rea- 
ching from carthto heauen,bee indeed 


the 
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11 the alone gate of heauen, and onelic 
1] way, that leaderh by truth ynto eternal 
A life ; that (as Thapoſlle alleadgeth for 


and narrow way. 


I proofe, the Prophet Toels teſtimony , 
I concerning him, Romano. 13 Whoſoener 


all call on the name of the Lord, that 


q is,ſhall ſeeke for ſaluation, onely for, 
| Lord and Chriſt , hee,and he onely,ſhal 
{| bee ſaued: yet God forbid that wee 


| and by him, whons God hath made both 


Chriſtians, who hauelearned, if wee call 
on the Lords name to depart alſo from 


| iniquity, ſhould euer imagine, that the 


bare name of Chriſt were a gate to let 
in wickedneſſeinto heauen;into which 


holy City, Rex. 27. though the gate | 


Rand open day and night, yet is it nor 
poſſible, that any vxncleane thing or ab- 
homination ſhould exer enter, No, for 


| wee haue learned, how vnder, and in 
{| Chriſt, asthe onely gate and way to 
| life, weeareto conceiue, beſides the 
4} nameand bareprofcſhion, thoſe foure 
2 | ſeucrall porches and pathes, ofFaith, 
J| Repentance,Obcdience, and Patience; 
4 | all whichare both for finding,anden- 


tring into them,as alſo for proceeding 
andperſeucringinthem, ſtrait and nar- 
row: 


Verſe 27, 


.94 
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Pre 


Mar.i 1.12. 
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row : that men had "need with thic Bap- 
tiſts hearers to preſſe- with violence, if 


ter into heauen, 

28 How neceſlary i is It therefore for 
[vs all, toexamine and trie our, ſclues 
| (that* wee'may finde comfort) whether 
| orno, wehaue entfedin at thoſe, gates, 
andare walking in thole wayes. of life, 
As,whether we ci find that we belecue 
in the LordIeſus, looking for {aluati- 
on onelic and Fe by Sp n : whether 
ww e gue repented vnfainealy of all out 
linges, giving our ſelues no allowance 
farther inany of thei: Third'y, whe» 
| ther cur endeauour bee Ginkaks difft- 
| emulation; to yecld obedience, not to 
| ſome, but to all Gods commandc- 
ments + Finallie, whether wee bee xe- 
ſolued , by his grace that ſtrengthacth 
vs, CAT LARGE! 5, 1 conltant chee: cful] pa- 
tience, whatſocuer-croiſes and, trou- | 
blesm: y in this way enco'inter vs. In 

which triali, that wee. mey kaue ſound 
cored a not decciue our ſe:ucs 
with ſeeming ſhewes, let vs bee wil- 
ling to recejue more f{peciall rules of 
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chere-thorough they wW il] |-paſle, and en- | 


dir e&tion, from cach of thoſe fourc 
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particulars, to trie our ſelues;al which, 


Il tince wee conſider them, as both gates, 
J for entrance: & wayes, for cotinuance; 
J'cxdingro Chriſt and life ; our triall 
hall bee to obſerue, firſt, bow wee 


J haue entred : and ſecondly, how 'wee | 


ho in cuerie of theſe gates and 
[vai 

Touching 7 the art wzeceE, dat 
is faith in Chriſt: who cuer thou bee, 
| char Gyeſt, or thinkeſ?, that chou doeft 
belecue; let mce- fay:ro- thee, as: the 
Apoſtle to his beloued Corinthians; 2. 


| Cor,13%5, Prone thy ſelfe whether aboal 


bee in the faith. Yea,examine whether 
thy faith be ſuch indeed, as can bring 


4 thee vnto lite. For rcineniber; whar: 


A] Saint James hath taught, that itis nor 


'M i 


4] cnough fora man to fay hee hath fuith, 4. 
; except hee ſhewit by the fruits; ſince 
{| otherwiſe, it may well bee feared hee 
2| doth but fay fo, and cicher hath no 
3! faich, or bur a falſe faithluch as a Diacl 
I may hane that trembleth with the hor- 


rour of aſſured damnation. Where- 
forc whoſoecuer thou bee rhat perſwa- 


J deſtthy ſelte thou ftandcſt by faith, call 


4! thincheart in Gods name to acconnr , 
4 | 


T: firſt 


Iam.2, 14+ 


Verſe 19, 


| 


The ſ; rait gate, 


Mar. ;#, 


Reu.3. 13 


| 


firſt, how thou haſt entred in at that 
gate : for certainely, ifthy faith bee the 


oate of life, thou haſt entred in at a 


ſtrait gate, whereinto without ſtriuing | 


thou coulde(t not haue entred, 

And thereforefirſf, conſider with 
what ſtirre or (trugling thou haſt gotte 
in; ſince our Sauiour bidding thee en- 
tcrin, preſuppoſeth(what thou know- 
cſt well,if thou knowelt any thing)that 
once thou ſ{toodeſt without ; borne, 
as all Adams generation, in wretched 
vnbeleefe. And therefore remember, 
if thou canſt, to thine own hearts com- 
fort, Who firſt forewarned thee to flee fro 
the wrath to come; or when were thine 
eyes annointed with eye-ſalue, to ce the 
flchy nakednefle of thine vnbeleeuing 
nature,and the neceſſity of this white 
robe of faith? Happilic the carnal wan 
that knoweth no otherwiſe, then that 
heedid beleeue euer fince hee was 
borne, or certainclie ſince he could wel 
remember, will maruaile much to 
heare ſuch queſtions moued : but for 
thoſe who are acquainted withthe A- 
natomy that the Scripture maketh of 


our wretched nature, and how this 
heart 


ith. 


w 
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heart of ours is a7 heart of ſfone,not ca= | Ezck.11 


pable of, nor caring for faith, till God 
thcreto-prepare it, bruiſing, breaking, 
yea grinding it, to very powder: Juch 
plainely diſcerne, how neceffary: the 
hammer of Gods law-is, for breaking 
of this ſtony heart,and preparing it for 
the grace of Faith; whiles1it humvleth 
men, with the fight of finne, and tor- 
row for the ſame, and ſo forceth. them 
toflic out of tke&ſclues, to eſcape from 
death. To whom thus humbled, when 


as the Goſpell  offereth Chriſt, as the 


one'y meanes of life, God by the ſame 
Gofpell ftirreth vp their appetite, ſo to 
hunger after him and his righteouſnes, 
that with feruent praier they fhe vnto 


the throne of grace, deſiring to attain 


' aluation alone by him, (till begging 


| therefore with earneſt importunitie ar 


> —_—_ ————  ——— 4s 


the hands of God, to be yet more and 
more per{waded ofthis loue in Chriſt, 
and of the forgiuencſle thereby of all 
their ſinnes, Such adoo there 1s,(hows 
ſoeuer many who neuer knew what it 
meaneth, conceiuc ofthis gate of faith 
as cf an eaſfie entry,) tobring men to 
true faith in Chriit, not without ham- 


bling | 
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bling firſt, and then hungring : not with- 
out ſecing and ſorrowing for their fins, 
and then fighing and ſccking after Iec- 
ſus Chriſt. 

Howbeit, ſince this entrance into 
faith, is notalwaies wrought with like 
manner or meaſure of humiliation in 
all, or not ſo well obſcrued or remem- 
bred by all, (eſpecially in ſuch who ci- 
ther hanc beene ſanAified from the 
wombe, as was John Baptiſt, orclſc | 
though not regenerated before full | | 
age,yet,as Timothie, hauc been trained 
vp from their infancy vnder godly pa- 
rents, and by that meancs kept from 
woiading themſclues with more groflc 


| diſtin&tion ſeeme to obieR, that Chr:- 


iniquities,) Therefore, let this ſecond | | 
triall of our faith be, by conſidering it 
as the path wherein we preſently walk, 
For our direction wherein, this let vs 
know, that howſocuer the Rhemiſts by 


ftians in their lines muſt ſeeke the ſtrait 
way, but in Religion the ancient common 
way : yetitis truely anſwered, that zt zx 
the ftrait way as well in Religion as in 
life that leadeth to life. Wherein though 
in all ages the fewer ſorthaue walked, 


yet 
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a 


| 


goodold way in Teremie,wherethorough 
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Yetis it the ancient way wherein all 
that arc ſaued haue entred, ſurely that 


eAbraham & Iſaak and all thoſe anci- 
ents, Heb,r1.hauc entred heauen, Af- 
ter whomif wee would be aſſured that 
wee walke aright, thenlet vs tric our 
faith whetherit bee right, firſt, by our 
Rraight walking: and ſecondly, by our 
working : by our /ooking firſt, and then 
our /oxing. For, for the former, if wee 
bec inthe righttracke of ſaving faith, 
it onely leadeth;and wee.thereby only 
/ook vnto Chriſt Ieſus: not asthe Turks 
ro Mahomet: nor as the Iewes to a 
Heſſiah yer expetted : nor yet to ey- 
ther our owne merites, or other me- 
diation, as Papiſts, and Hypocriticall 
Juſtitiaries : or finally, to an imagina 

ry Chriſt, onelyto be inbred in vs, out 
of the pure doQrine of H. VN. as doe 
the Familiſts ; for, what isthis, bur to 
leaue Chriſt Teſus the true gate of life ; 
and cach by their falſe faith, to looke 


atter Vanities, and vaine helps that tan- 


lere.6.16, 


1 Ziff I2, 


not profite? Tonone of which doththe | *7+ 


word of truth dirc&rhe eic ofour faith 
but onely to Chriſt Teſus, the Virgines 
2 


ſonne, 


Theſtrart gate, 


lam.2- 21, 
Ver.25. 
Gal.5 .6- 


| ſonne;, lifted vp as the ſerpent in the wil- 


derneſſe,and made vnto vs of God wiſe- 
dome and righteouſneſſe, ſanttification, 
and redemption.1.Cor.1.;0, On whom 
alone who ſo doe not looke, without 
confidence for ſaluation either in them- 
ſclues, or in any othercreaturc, well 
may, they ſuſpect by their wandring, 
that the faith wherein they thinke they 
walke, is not the way of life; of which 
the Apoſtle ſpeaketh. Co/oſ. 2.6. As yee 
haue receined ( hriſt Teſus the Lord, ſo 
walke in him; rooted and bailt in him, 
eſtabliſhed in the faith, : 

But farther, the worke of Loxe,will 
giuctriall of our right walking in the 
taith.Since fairh, if it once truly appre- 
hend Gods loue in Chriſt, cannot bur 
enflame the heart with loue againe, 
both to God, and for Gods ſake to 
men alſo; and1o, as that of Abraham, 
and Rahab, will ſhew it ſelfe by the 
fruite, to bee that onely liuing, and a- 
uaileable faith that worketh by lone, 
Thus therefore, amongſt ſo many who 
boaſt of faith,may we proue our ſclues 
whether wee becinthefaith: as, firſt, 
by calling to mind our entrance there- 


_ 


into, 
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into,ſurely, not without an humbling 
of our ſoules, and withall an hngring 
after Chriſt, wroughtinvsby God; ſo 
ſecondly obſeruing, how wee continue 
therein, by the ftreight /ooking of our 
eye, and the diligent labour of our /oxe. 
And this is the firlt point of examinati- 
on, the triall of our faith, 

29 Secondly for Kepentance, which 
floweth fromfaith;and is cucrmore be- 
gun for time, together with fairh, that 
parifieth the heart: fince of thoſe. ma- 
ny,who profeſſe Repentance, few ther- 
inrightly walke, therefore hercin al- 
ſoit ſhall bee good for vs totrie our 
ſelues, fir/t,whether wee haue rightly 
entred thereinto: which being a labo- 
rious worke, and of great moinent, 
conbiſting in-the change of both heart 
and life, & pulling violently the whole 
rhan out of the fire; is wrought at the 
firſt by God not without much ado,to 
the repentant partic, by enforcing him 
-both to ftoope low, and euen to ſtrippe 
| himſelfe. To ſfoope,as Ephraim, :who 
'being inſtrudted to ſec the vnramed 
wantonneſle of his youth, was brought 
as one aſhamed & confounded to ſmite 

3 Vpor 


AQ.15.9, | 


ler.z1, 23. 


TO2 


SCE 


Zephan, 
1.12. 


Ter.44.11. 


Luka8.13 |P 


The ſirart gate, 


refied downe by the heauy burden of 
his ſinncs, that he darſt nat lift vp his 


which ſight and conſcience of tinne,till 
led with ſhame, and their hearts with 


forced topafle ſentence on themſelues, 
not onely in generall acknowledging 


.|themſelues to be ſinners, (which the | 


very hopeleſſe Hypocrites wil not ſtick 
to doe) but in particular, confeſſing 


vnto the Lord; they come not ſo much 
as tolooke in at this gate of life;zno,but 
on the contrary, whiles,in the pride of 


to bee well with them, and that they 


being rather,as thoic in Zephanie, fro- 
zen tn their aregs : or,as thoſe Tewcs, 
againſt whoſe impevitencie the' Lord 
protciteth by the Prophet Teremie, fay- 
ing: they are not humbled vnto this 


But yet this ſtooping is notall, for it 
is 


vpon his thigh : or, as the Publica ſo || 


eyes to heauen,but ſmote hes breaſt.. To || 
men be brought, that their faces bcf1l- || 


ſorrow; and farther their tongues en- || 


their wicked finnes againſt themſclues || 


their deluded hearts, they conccit all || 


haue no heed to change for better, how 


farre (tand they from this bleſſed ſtate? || 


and narrow way. 


is farther required of the Repentant 
ſinner, that hee alſo ſtrip himſelfe, ſha- 
king off, and caſting - di him, thoſe 
cloakes of ſhame, and fardels of ſinne, 
that make the gate of grace too ſtrait 
and narrow for him.For want of which 
how many carnall wretches remaine 


J | ill in an vnrepentant ſtate, ſticking (as 


it were)and hanging in the very entrie: 
ſome by thcir purſe (that I may ſo ex- 
preſle it)of il gotten goods:and others 
(as Abſolon by his hair)by their plumes 
of pride : yea ſome,as by their cheekes 
{wolne digge with oathes of blaſphe- 
mie,and lies: and others, as the drun- 
kard beſet around with his cups : or as 
Zimri, loath to part in verie death 
from his vncleane Harlotry. None of 
them all being willing to forſake their 
finnefull luſts, that with the Prodigall 
they may turne home to God their fa- | 
ther by true Repentance.Which requi- 
ring(as both the Hebrew and Greeke 
names fignificantlie import) a change 
bothin heart and life; therefore hereby 
muſt our triall be; if wee bee brought 
toloath in heart, andin practiſe of life 
to leaue, thoſe finnes, of whatſocuer 
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2.Sam.18, 
9, 


Num.2s 2 


Luk.15. 20 


Wyn 


Salt; 14% » 


H 4 kind, 


4 


104. 


1 Sam, 24, 
E, 


2 Sam. 24, 
10, 


The ſirait gate, 
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kind, wherein formerly wee liued; and. 
into the ſnare whereof we cafilic and 
naturally fall of our ſelues, but cannot 
returne, til! wee bee owertully freede 
and foreed backe bh ſupernaturall 
grace; our nature being like the ſpring 
locke that ſhutteth ofit ſelfe, but can - 
not open without a key, 

| But farther, fince in regard of inbred 
corruption, cieauirig ſtill, in this lite, 
to our foules, and ſubiccting vsto of. 
ten fals, it is not ſufficient for vs to cn- 
ecrin atthis gate, except wee alſo pro- 
ceedto walk on in this penitentiaric 
path, renewing out repentance daylie, 
both by a nodly ſorrow,for what we do 


amiſle,as alſo by a carefull ſ#rining to 


doeſo no more; therefore thereby al- 
ſo muſt our trial be made,firſt whether, 

when at any time wee doc amiſle, our 
conſcience |: eight checke and ſinire 
vs forit, as Dautds heart did him for 
cutting off thelap of his Lords garmet; 
and 2gaine after he had ſinned in num- 
bring the people: yea whether to bring 
ourtelues to godly ſorrow wee often 
ſearch our ſoules ,by the righteous law 
of God, to find out our niokt {ſecret 
ſinnes, 
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finnes, as th afflifted Charch ſtirreth vp 
her ſelfe to doe,when God began for 
negle& hereofto ſearch her with his 
iudgements: yea farther turning our 
cics to looke vpon Ieſus Chriſt, whom 
wee hauepzerced with our finnes, that 
ſo wee may bee moued to lament oxer 
him with godly ſorrow : teſtifying this 
our ſorrow by our humble and vnfai- 
ned confeſſion before the Lord, as Da- 
#id did in that caſe of numbring the 
people: finally, ioyning euer with this 
confeſſion feruent ſuit for pardon, as 1n 


| another caſe,wee find the ſame Prophet, 


like a condemned priſoner ſupplicating 
with ſtrong cries vnto his Iudge, Pſal. 
51. And ſecondly, in reſpect of the 
time to come, let vs farther tric our e- 
ſtate by conſidering how wee, vpon 
ſ{uch ſorrow, are brought to a more 
carneſt ſtrife againſt ſfinne, as well by 
ſhunning heedfully, and fiying ſpeedi- 
ly(as honeſt oſeph did|the lewd allure- 
ments & prouocations ynto fin, eſpe- 
cially learning wiſedom , of the burnt 
child, to dread that fire wherewith we 
haue beene already ſcorched; as alſo 
with holy Daxid, by earneſt praicr for 
ſtrength 


Lamen. 
3-40, 


Zach.12, 
10, 


2 Sam«24, 1 
Io, 


Gen.39.12 
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Pſal.119, 
33. 


| Plarig,t. 


| Mat.25.21 


| ſtrength of grace to haue our hearts firſt 
Pſal.51.10 | 


purged and renewed, and after enlarged 
torun the waics of Gods commande- 
ments : and finally with the ſame Pro- 
phet, hiding Gods promiſes in our hearts, 
that we may bee kept thereby heerecafter 
from ſinning agamſt the Lord, Loe thus 
alſo may we make triall of our repen- 
tance, whether it be a gate and way of 
life : As first, by calling to minde our 


-| entrance, not without 5Fooping low,and 


ſtripping of our ſelues : ſo ſecondly, by 

confidering how wee walke, both ſor- 
rowing, for what wee doe amiſle, and 
ftrixing ſtill withan cncreaſe of godly 
care to {inne no more. 

30 Toproceede, thirdly, for obed:- 
ence, a {ure gate, ifir beſincerc, anda 
ccrtaine way to life:ſince many profeſle 
obedienceto the Lord, who yerliketo 
ſorry ſeruants-be not oftentimes ſuch 
as they ſhould be, for tneir maſters cre- 
Cit, or perhaps doe but ſerue them- 
{clues in the beſt ſferuice, which they 
ſceme to goe about, Therefore heerein 
alſo is our triall needfull, if wee would 
with comiort expect the reward of 
ggod feruants, which is ta exter into our 

p: ' maſters | 
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maſrers ioz. Firſt, by conſidering how 
we haue entred within this gate and 
ſuffered our eareto bee »azled to the 
Lords dore. And whether our entrance 


| haue beene right, wee may finde by 


theſe two markes: namely, firſt, if wee 
haue taken direction from God tou- 
ching this gate : and ſecondly, if wee 
haue entred thereat with right aime, 
and reſolution to pleaſe the Lord. 

 Forfrf, ifthe gate whereinro wee 
be entred be right,it is that which God 
hath ſex vpand preſcribed to vs in his 
word. Concerning which is that, Dem. 
6.25. This ſhall be our righteouſueſſe be- 
fore the Lord our God, if we take heed to 


| keepe all theſe commandements as he hath 


commanded vs, All, and as, hee hath 
coramanded, loe theſe are the bounds 
of our obedience ſet by God; and as it 
were the paſts of this gate, with Dazid, 
to hawe reſpett, not to {ome but all Gods 
commandemests ; alwaies remembring 
that of $.[awes, how hee that. comman- 
ded one of them, commandedall, and that 


| for the maner, as he hath comanded ei- 


ther in the law or in the Goſpel, Which 
who ſo hath not reſolucd-to make the 
6 rule 
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Exod,21,6 
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Pſal.119.6. 
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The frrait gate, 


| 


rule of his whole life,in willing obedi- 


ence ſubmitting himſelfe in all things 


to Gods holy will, hee may feare that 
hc hath not entred in at this gate. As 


| may heno lefle (to touch” alſo the ſe- 


cond pointof this triall) who hath nor 
hereto yeelded without by-reſpeRs,in 
a right aime and fincere inrent,to bee 
pleaſing to the Lord, For that is the ve- 
ry end of our redemption; as” Zachary 
teacheth in his ſong that. being de- 
linered from all our ſpirituall evemies , we 

ould ſerme. him without feare,. all the 
dares of onr life in righteouſneſſe and true 


holineſſe,” Wherefore heerein let our tri- | 


all be that weway haue comfort in our 
obedience; whether of our entrance in- 


| to the Lords ſeruice, we'be-ableto ſay 


as S, Paul with thankes.to God,” of the 


| belecuing-Romans, that-'once wee were 


the ſeruatts of ſinne, but now wee haue 9- 
beied from the heart unto the forme; (or 


print)ofdobtrine into which-we were deli- | 


ered vp *as-alfo touching our refolutis 
and aime-heerein, as the*fame Apoſtle 


| ofhis own faithfultaboursinthe great 


worke ofthe Lord,thatthe/oxe of Chriſt 
corſtrainethus, becauſe wee-thus iadge, 
that. 
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| dead: and he died for all, hat they which 

| Fine, ſhould not hencefoorth line wnto 

themſelues, but unto hins who died for 
them and roſe againe. 

Bur farther ſecondly, for our walking 

in this path, wherein our obedience 

{ may chiefly be diſcerned, let ys. make 


ſes, firſt, how we keepe ſtill 1n. that right 
q way: ſecondly, how we goe on forward 

in the ſame.For firſt, howlocuer,I grant, 
| | through weakenefle in out footing, we 
| mayſtumble and ſlip aſide ſometimes 

© our ofthis narrow path, andyet by re- 
# turning efrſoones into the other path 
J| oftrue repentance, may thereout reco- 
$ ucr ourſelues,and regaine our way : yet 
if we will be ſo bold and wilfull, as wit- 
Z| tingly and willingly tolet our mouthes 


uantage) to lieand ſpeake falſely, our 
hands to deale deceitftully, or our feete 


beyond thoſe bounds and liſts, which 
God hath ſet for our obedience : it 
cannot be imagined but thatas we loſe 
our way, ſo weſhallalſo withall looſe 


Y| (weare vainely, or (ſo it be for our ad- | 


| chat if one be dead for all, then were all | 


our trial by confidering in all our cour- | 


þ 


any way to expatiate and breake |. 
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Ephe.s. 15 
axyac, 
Gen.21 49, 
2.Sam.s, 


ZOO, 


| a,Pert.z.18 | 


our comfort, At the conſideration 
whereof, how may many tremble, who 
hauing fora while made forward ſhew 
ofentrance into the obedience and ſer- 
uice ofthe Lord, may finde themſclues 
relapſed,and like water once made hot, 
growne the colder for their firſt heate ; 
in ſomuch that they are now ſo farre 
from walking themſelues preciſely, as 
S. Paul requireth;that Iſmael=like, or as 
Michal, they are ready, ſooner then 
any other, preſently to mocke at any 
heire of promife, that they ſee walking 
in holineſſe, and ſignifying the ioy of 
his heart in the ſeruice of the Lord. 
From which fearefull fall to prelerue 


all them who walke with a true hearr, | | 


though weakely, in this path, we haue 


the Apoſtles cohortation for our en- , 


couragement and dire&tion, Heb. 12. 
12. To lift wp our weake knees, axd to 
make ftraight eps vnto our feet left that 
which is halting be turned out of the way: 
ſuch muſt our care bee to keepe our 
feet from ſtraying, and no lefle (to paflc 
vntothe ſecond note) withour ffaying 
to goe forward, For why ? this is that, 
which, in S, Peter, is required, that wc 


ſhould 


$65, 5” 
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ſhould grow ir grace, walking, as the 
Iſraelites cowards Zion,from ſtrength to 
ftrength ; forgetting that which is behind, 
and endeauouring our ſelues vnto that 
which 1s before, and following hard to- 
wards the markg ; that our way may be 
approued, to be that way of the righ- 
teous,” which So/omen compareth to 
the light ſhining mare and more trom the 
dawning vxts the perfett day, Of which 
proceeding we hauc the more neede to 
cake ſpeciall care,fince inthis way, not 
to go forward, is to goe backward: not 
to grow better, is vndoubredly to 
waxe worſe ; our nature in regard of 
{pirituall motion being like a Boat flo- 
tingin aſtreame, which ifitbee not by 
force of oares continually rowed vp- 
ward, will of it (elfe anna” frog be ca- 


ried downward, Wherefore, heerein, | 


to the end that wee may bee afſured of 
blefledneſle, ler our triall be to find our 
{clues to walke in this perfect path of 
obedience; asfirſt, by our direttion ta- 
ken from God, and reſo/ution onely for 
God, in ourentrance : ſo ſecondly,for 


our continuance, by our. bzeping till | 


therein without turning backe or ltray- 
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Pſal.84. 7: | 
Phil. 3:14» 


Prou.4418, | 


The ftratt gate, 


Heb. 106. 


Mat.16.24- 


Tena.q4.9., 


| 


ing,and byproceeding forward without 
ſtanding at a ſtay ; ſo haue we alſo the 


triall of the third way, and gate, our 
ſincere obedience, 

31 Thereremaineth the forth and 
laſt, viz: our Patience, of which as 
Chriſtians ſtand in continuall zeede, the 
way to heauen being thorny (as before 
was ſhewed) and beſet with troubles : 
ſo it is needfiill for them to make triall, 
what theirpatience is, or whether that 
which happily they make thew of, bee 
Chriſtian patience, and not ſenſelefle 
blockiſhneſle.As they may, firſt,forrhe 
entrance,by confidcring how it hath 
bin wrought in them, fuſt, by learning 
that hard leſſon, to deny, not their fins, 
or ſubſtance onely, but euen them- 

ſelnes,their own wiſdome & will : and 
ſecondly, by entertaining perſwaſion of 
the lone, and good will of Godtheir fa- 
ther towards them, in Chriſt Iefus, For 
firſt,cil men haue learned to deny them 

ſelues, their owne witdome, and carnal 
will, what marucll ifthey be angry and 
impatient (as /o7:2h was for his gourd) 
at euery thing that commeth ouer- 


D 
thwart them, whether it bee a croſlec 


from | 


of RES 22 ff : i. as £ amtran tris mos. =o... 


and narrow way. 


— 


from God, or wrong (as they coneeiue 
it) offered by men'; heither 'can'it bee 
imagiy ned, that with patient; meckeneſle 
any ould takevp the crolle, vmtifthey 
have learned to ſacrifice their wull to 
God, with thatſubmiſſi on 'of or We 
ſed Sauiour Father got hy will but gk 
be done. 'Fowbeir; 'ne it er may, 
hope't to comeheralts! nktly' bh Bed 
come which” is the ſee8nd/) le A 
wall p ertwaded of ow. 2A 
OY sthem i in Teſus hrift; ON 
powe ex and wiſdon ewhiles they boa 
that all things are difpoled; and nothing 
efalling them without his appoititinet , 
they reſt withal affured our of this per-' 
ſwaſon of Gods loue,that al thingsſhal 
work rogether far their good. The confide- 
ation whereof cannot but worke thein 
ynto patience, that if it pleaſe God,wh 
ſhould ir not pleaſe the alſo? fince God, 


Luk,2 2,4% ; 


Rom.$.28.' 


who loueth them, knoweth better the 
themſelues, what is for their good. And | 
therefore in all our ſufferings, either | 
for Chriſt, or with him, this muſt be 

the triall of our patience,by confide- | 
ting whether the ground thereof bee | 
fa fa and obedience, our being aflured | = 
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lam, 1:5, 


Rom, $48, 


| of Gods love in Chriſt, and having lear- 
ned thereuponto deny our ſelues,,, _ 

©» And now, for the other triall of con- 

1 xinuance, if we, would ſee, whether we 


| vs obſcrue firſt,the frengr 


' | thereunto, 
| Chriſtian, and. from aboue,1t is ſuppor; 
| red by the | hs of grace andpraier, hel-\ 
: Rom.8.26,' - 

| we Iacke wiſdome , to acke it of God, who 

| reprocheth noman,that ſo our patience! 
| by ſtrength and counſell receiued, fron 
| heauen, may haue in vs her perfetF wor. 
| king, And ſecondly,for the expeRation, | 


poſſeſſe onr ſoules by true pavience, let 
ſupporting, 
and ſecondly, the hope. encouraging 
For firſt, Four patience be 


ping ewr infirmities, and teaching vs, as| 
S. [James counſelleth, when at any time! 


encouraging vs to hold out with com- | 
fort and reioicing,amidft all ſufferings, | 
of what lefle thing may ir bee, then of 
the kingdome of heauen, the crown of | 
glory? Whereof when once S.Paxthad 
but a glimpſe by the eie of faith, you |} 
know how hee preferreth it in his ac-| 
count aboue all the ſufferings of this 
life ; grounding thereon the courage of 
a Chriſtian, amidſt the greateſt trou- 
bles; For, Therefore, ſaith he, we faint 


. wot, 
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not, but though our outward man periſh» 
yer the inward man is renewed daily, For 
our light affliction, which is but for a mo- 
ment,cauſethunto vs a farre more excel- 
lent, & an eternal weight of glory, While 
we looke nbt on the things that are ſeene, 
but on the things whith are not ſeene ; for 
the things which are ſeen are teporal, bat 
the things which are not ſeen areeternal. 
So that if [aacob, ſeruing ſeuen yeeres 
for Rahel, vnder ſo hard a maſter as 
Laban, thought it but aſhort and eafie 
apprentiſhip, becauſe he lowed her, how 
much more ought cuery true [ſ/raelite, 
thatloueth the Lord Ieſus,to ſerue with 
patience, the yeeres of his appointed 
warfare, hauing an cic, vnto ſo great 
a recompence of reward ? Wherefore 
thus alſo let our triall be touching this 
fourth and laſt particular of patience,by 
conſidering : as firſt, how ithath beene 
wrought in vs, by perſwaſion of Gods 
loue, and the deniall of our ſelues : fo 
ſecondly, how it is continued, by the 
ſupport of the ſpirir of praier, and expe- 
ation of future glory. 

And now,for concluſion of this firſt 
vie, (enlarged as you fee for our dire- 


2 Fon, 


2. Cor, 4. 
16, 
Verſe 17. 


Verſ. 18, 


> 


The ſtrait gate, 


2,Per.1.to, 


tion, with hope of profit) let mee be- 
ſeechyou in the bowels,and by the ten- 
der mercies of leſus Chiiſt, that ſince 
this is a buſineſſe, which may well bee 


| tearmed the Maine chance, and all 


things elſe, in compariſon, bur trifles : 
you would, as S, Peter wiſheth, gize all 
diligence thereunto, that you may make 
our calling and eleftion fore ;z and pur-|] 
chaſe this aſſured cofort to your ſoules|) 
againſt the houre of death(which none |] 
of vs know how ſoone it may ſeize vp-||f 
on vs) that you haue entred, and are 
walking in En way of life; the ſeuerall 
paths whereof, ſeeing we haue had am- 
ply and ſeuetally deſcribed, what re- 
maincth but that, as Daxid, we confe- || 
der our owne waies, and examine our 
hearts each of vs vpon our beds, as wee || 
haue beene direCted? | 
32 Nowbecauſe vpon examinati- 
on, it is much to bee feared, that many 
will be found out of this way, and of 
thoſe the greateſtpart not caring euer 
to ſet foot thereir; in the next place 
itſhall be needfull to inferre from the 
Dottrine before deliucred, our ſecond 
vie of terror and commination, vnto 


ſuch, 


-- 


—— —— 
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ſuch, who, if they will deale vnpartial- 
ly with their owne ſoules, cannot but 

d themſclues wanderers in the broad 
way heereto oppoſite, and therefore in 
the eſtate and expectation of vnauoid- 
ble deſtruction ; vnlefle, being war- 


ned of the danger of Gods diſpleaſure, |: 


they reſolue to endure the difhculty of |: 


this ſtrait gate, and way, that they may 


Fenioy his fauour, 


For, howſocuer ſuch many times, 


|Yas Hoſes warneth, promiſe to them- 
ſelues peace; their owne hearts, like 


eAhabs flattering Chaplaines being 
ready to foeth them in their madneſſe, 
and to bid chem not to feare,but goe oz 

nd proſper : yet if Balaam, though a 


|Fcorrupt Prophet, durſt not take vpon 


him to curſe where the Lord had not cur- 


|ed, how may any ſeruant of Chriſt, that' 


hath obtained mercy of the Lord to be 
aithfull, preſume to pronounce a bleſ- 


|Ffing,where the Lord hath not bleſſed? 


but rather with the Prophet in the 
name of the Lord deny all peace vnto 
the wicked; anſwering Suns. Tehs did 
Iehoram, what peace ? whiles the whore- 
domes of their mother, that Tezabel of 
I 3 fin- 


19. 
1.King,22, 
13, 


Num. 23.8 


Iſa 57.21. 


2. King. 9. 
22, 


T he ſtrait gate, 


{ Deu.27.1z 


r King. 22 
Z3. 


finfull nature, and her witchcrafts, are 
et in great number? For alas, what ſhall 
I, or what can Ifay vnto thee? I know 
thou woulideſt gladly heare of peace, 
and :.aue thoſe bleſſings as from mount 
Gerizim pronounced on thee, that for 
all this, God is merciful : and Chriſt le- 
ſes came into the world to ſaue ſinners : 
and at what time ſoexer a ſinner ſhall re- 
pent, &c. Yea, it may be thou iudgeſt 


Goſpell, to beate men downe by the 
terrors of the Law,and noy rather ap- 


ply the ſweer comforts of the Goſpell 


life. 
33 Thehopeoflife —_ it is our 


to faſhion the new creature in you, that 
you may abofid in that bleſſed hope.But 


what ? would you haue vs to deceiue 


moutrhes ſhould bid you goe on and 
proſper in your wickednefle ? or would 


Micah, diſcouer and iuſtly reproomt 
vs? or thinke you itis in our power 
| to make wider or ftraiter the gate'of 


not your owne heart in 'that- caſe, as, 


it vnbeſeeming the miniſters of the || 


to raiſe them vp with the hope of 


1 only aime,&rhe trauel of our ſoules, ſo || 


you? and that that /ying ſpirit by our|| 


8 


— 


a 741 4 we, 


Pan, & ny rey =y 
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heauen,| 


' ANA HAYFOW WAY, 


hezuen;atour pleaſure? ſurely,ir is not 
we, but our God and yours, who hath 
meaſuted theſe gates and pointed out 


theſe narrow waies ta life, in his eter-| 
nall word of truth ; neither is it-our | 


part to determine iudicially - of any 
mans” euetlaſting eſtate ; that power 


we willingly leaueto your owne con-|- 


ſcichces, rightly informed by the word. 


of trurh, vnder God the iudge of all, | 


who is greater then our hearts,and kno- 
weth all things. Our only office by God 
aſſigned, is (as our names of Watchmen, 
— & thelike import)to ſtand 
int 

ned fromthe word, to giue direQion; 
to our fellow Trauellers, how they 
may giide therr feet inthe way of peace. 
And would you take it wel ina iourny, 
hauing loſt your way, to bee told that 
you are right and may goe forward, 
boldly ? Toſeph, when he miſled ofhis 
Brethren inShechem,and was wandring 
in the field, was found of a man, b 
Whom he was direQed to follow them 
= {to Dothan; and ſhall wee, when the 
KB | fpouſe of Chriſt, ſeeking her welbelo- 
zyed, and her brethren, commeth for 
14 direction 


—_ 


ewaies,and,as our ſclues hauc lear- | 


| 


: 1.Toh.3, 
23. 


FZe. 3. 1. 
lere. 3. 15, 


Luk, x 79, 


Gen.z7.16 


| 


,. Theſtrart gate, | 


2 


Eze.33.31. 


Ter.42.3. 


Verl.s. 


1.Sam.12, 
'23» 


Ter.42. 20. | 
lere.43. 2* 


| 


tob 21.14, 


Luk. 7.30. 


faith betweene vs: God forbid then,thar | 


direQion to the Tents of vs Shephearas, | 
| turne her out of the way, and. (as Eliſha 
did the blinded Aramires) leade her to | 


Samariain ſtead of Dothan ? we, take 
it fer granted,that know and teach men 
what they ought to doe, that when you 
come vnto vs,45 thepeople yſeth to come, 
and fit before vs to heare our words,your 


the way wherein you may walke, and the 
thing that you may doe : remembring, 
thatthe Lord is a witneſſe of truth and. 


cither we ſhould ſinne againſt the Lord, 
ceaſing topray for you, and to ſhew you 
the goodard right way : or thatyou, like. 
thoſe in Teremy , ſhould be found to drſ- 
ſemble in your hearts, having reſolued 
with your ſelues before hand to goe 
downeto egypt; much leſle to gize 


defire is to vnderſtand from God by vs, | 


the lieto Gods {cruants, when they ſhal 
aduiſe you in the Lords name to the 
contrary, which is in effect,to ſay vnto - 
the Almighty,depart from ws for wee de- 


ſo farre bee it from you, defþifing 


fire not the knowledge of thy waies, Nay, | 
& |; 
connſell of God agginſt your 'ſelues, to | 


fall out with the watchman, who in 


loue | 


te a meg er 
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liver. his owne, maketh you to heare 


when you turne tothe right hand or to the 
left ; or to:account him your enemie for 
relling you the truth ; That you rather 
ſhewyour {clues to be of Dazids ſpirit, 


woman, blefſed the Lord, thecounſell, 
andthe counſeller, that cauſed him to 
defiſt from his vnaduiſed and vnwar- 
rantable courſe. But ifany one ſhall ſo 
pleaſe himſelfe in the opinion of his 
owne wiſdome, as to refuſe by God, 
to be nuade wiſe for himſelfe, and ſhall 
mocke and rage athim, who carefully 
ſeeketh to make him ſee the danger of 
his error, that he may returne; let ſuch 
a ſcornerlearne his doome from So/o- 
mon,that he alone ſhall ſuffer: and takin 
the guilt ofhis b/ood pon his owne = 
ſhall leaue this comfort vnto the 
Watchman, that by giuing . faithfull 
counſell hee hath delizered his. owne 
| ſonle. ; 
Wherefore I beſeech, and charye 
thee, whoſecuer thou art, that wilt eſ- 
cape the terrour of the. laſt, and dread- 


full 


loue ynto your ſoules, and care to de-| 


that yoice, Thi is the way , walke ye in it 


who receiuing counſell from God by a |: 


Efa.30.21, 


Gal.4. 16. 


I.SMM2. 25, 
33. 


Pro.9.12, 


Erek, 19, 


_ 


; The ftrait'vate, © 


Deur.25. 


20, 
Pſal.59.5 


1Tim,1. 
Is, 


r.TJoh.5.10 


Heb.10.29 


AR 13.46 


full day of Chriſt;/doe not ſooth thy - 


cnd of an accurfed hfe, becauſe, God's 
mercifull: and hath' ſent' his ſonne' to 
ſane ſinners: and;made promiſe ofpar- 
don, whenſoener a ſinner ſhall repent;for, 
what warrant hauewe to extend Gods 
HMercy,*hough vnlimitable in it ſelfe, 
beyondthe bounds which he hath ſet 

in his word ? wherein hee hath vtrterlie 

excluded from mercy , all that finne 
preſumptuouſly,and of malitions wicked- 
eſſe. Or what comfort canſtthou haue 
in this,that itis not impoſſible for God 
to ſaue, whiles by impenitency, thou 
makeſt it impoſſible for thee to bee ſa- 
ned? And howfocuer it be a true ſay- 
ing, and worthy of allmen to be receined, 

that Ieſns Chriſt came into the world to 


| ſaxe fmners; yet what canſt thou claime 


therein, whoby vnbeleefe makeft God 
a lyer, & accounting the ſonne of God 
no better' worth then to bee trod wnder 
thine vnhallowed feet, *mdgeft - thy 


howſocuer mercy bee neuer denied to 


any, that ſeriouſly and heartily repen-- 
| | tcth, 


ſelfe with ſenſeleſe; aid vnreaſonable'{ 
preſumprions, looking for a bleſſed 


ſelfe unworthy of everlaſting life Finally, |' 


_ 
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teth, yet, ſeeing God who ſheweth mer-| 
cy to cuery ſinner that repeteth,vouch- 
ſafcth not repentance to euery one 
that ſinneth; what madneſle is it for 
men.to preſume, not onely of mercic, 
when they mon but alſo of repen- 
tance when they lit ? or how can hee 
ſay, that euer hee ſhall enterinta life, 
who by ſtaying longer maketh his en- 
trance cuery day harder? or that onely 
with a Lord haue mercy, at the laſt 
breath,he ſhall leape into the gate of 
life, when hee hath all his dates, and 
with all his might, runne deſperatel 

in the waies of death? what chough | 
one poore malefattor, were receiued 
to mercy oz the Croſſe, whoſe faith mi- 
raculouſly ſhone , when , together 
with the ſunne of righteouſneſſe,' the 
wholeChurch was in the Ecclipſe?how 
ynſafe a courſe were it for any wretch- 
edſoule, rather to preſume vpon this 
one example, which God hath extraor- 
dinarily giyen leſt any ſhould deſpaire, 
then to bee afraid, conſftdering there 
are no more recorded, leſt any man 


ſhould preſume? 


34 Wherefore rather, to auoid the 
| wrath 
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Dan.5.25. 


2Pet.2, 3. 


Luk.12,30 


wrath of God and rage of all his crea- 
tures (Which as his hoſts ſerue him in 
his warre againſt his rebellious cne- 
mies)and amongſt the reſt, the fury of 
a guilty conſcience, which as Gods ſe- 
cretarie, is readie to write, thy Mexe 
Tekel; and to put thee euerin mind that 
thy 1wdgement long agone ts paſt, and thy 
damnation ſleepeth not, but happily thzs 
night may ſurpriſe thee fleeping, and 
the Deuils, Gods Executioners ſcize 
vpon s fooliſh ſoule, as was threat- 
nedto therich Epicurein the parable, 
when hee propheſied to himſelfe of 
long life and good fare, How much 
better will it be, taking theſe things to 


heart, to liſten to the admonition, or | 


counſell of ſtriuing to enter, which, be- 
ing mainely intended by our Sauiour, 
commeth now to be vrged,as the third 
vic of the doftrine propoſed. 

To enforce which Admonition vpon 
vs, let vs takein here and conſider our 
Sauiours reaſon, in the later part of the 
text, drawn from the danger of exclu- 
fion, to ſo many as doe not firiuve to 


enter; for, CMany,l] ſay to you(ſo doth 


hee auouch jt on is word,that we may 
| giue | 


and narrow way, 
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giue the more creditethereunto) ſhall 
ſeeks(or enquire)to enter in,viz: into 
heauen; who for want of carneſt tri- 
uing /ball not bee able, So would all 
gladly goe to heauen, if wiſhing or 
willing would bring them thither; but 
ro take paines for it theyare loath, and 
therefore wiſh in vaine; like Solomons 
luggard, who luſter bat his ſoule hath 
nought, becauſe hee refuſeth to pur 
his hands to worke : ſo fareth it with 
the ſpirituall luggard, who is ready to 
wiſh with Balaam to die the death of the 
righteous, but doth no more then hee 
regardto liue their life. Yea how ma- 
nic are there, that with  [ames & Tohn 
vainely defire tofit on either hand of 
Chriſt,and to weare the crowne, who 
yet are loath topledge him in his cup, 
or to take vp his crofle? but oh, that 
ſuch as profeſſe they haue hope in 
Chriſt, would ſo endeauour to be ho- 
ly, as they. affe& eagerlie to bee hap- 
py! for then ſurely they ſhould 
bee both' holie and happic. And 
did they ſo [triue for grace,as they wiſh 
for glory ; then ſhould grace end in 


them with glory,. andas here they liue 
| the 


Prou.13.4 


Numb.33. 


Mar.t0.37 


The ſtrazr gat e; 


Ifai.23.15, 


= are readyin an helliſh brauery to 


the lives,ſo ſhould they after poſleſſe 
the ioyes of Saints in heauen. . Bur for 
this cauſe doe men come ſhort of that 
happineſlerthey would atraine vnto, be- 
caule either at all they ſeeke not: or cer- 
tainely they frive not, to enter in, 2s 
here our Sauiour counſellerh, at the 
Rrait gate, 

35 For if wee marke well the hu- 
mors of the world, firſt, yee ſhall ſee 
that ſome ſeeke not atall to enter, but 
running amoſltliceutious and vngod- 
ly race, as if they hrad made 4 conenant 
with death,and with bell were at agree- 
ment, or rather, as if they cared not for 
cither heauen orhell, God or Diuell, 


elch out that damned poiſon, drawne 
by the Atheiftical Spider,from the mott 
fragrant lower of Gods cternall Pre- 
deſtination, wherout the Chriſtian Bee 
doth ſucke her ſweeteſt hony ; that /ize 
*« as they lift,and doe what they pleafe,yet 
*<f they bee eletted wntolife they ſhall be 
© {ſaued : when as on the contrary, if God 
*þauec reietted them,they cannot do with- 
* all,the fault is not in them if they be 


« condemmed. Yes doubrleſſe (ro an- 
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ſwerethee who, euer thou be that thus 
openeſt thy mouth blaſphemouſly a- 
gainſtheauen,)if rhou-be condemned, 
thine own conſcience will one day tell 
thee,that the fault was wholy and al- 
together in thine; owne ſelfe, that be- 
ing left ynto thy ſelfe, haſt moſt us 
demerited, by thine owne wickedneſle 
the iudgement of eternall: condemna- 
tion; neuer entertaining ſo much as a 
defireof grace,that thou mighteft bee 


| ſaued.But mighteſt thou not as abſurd- 


ly reaſon, that becauſe God: hath de- 
termined how long euery mi ſhalliue, 
and vumbred his daies, therefore it is no 
matter whether men-eate or dtinke to 
prolong life,fince til God hath appoin- 
red they cannot. die? or ſhould not hee 
be accounteda .murderer of himſclfe, 
who,ſorcaſoning,would abſtain ther- 
fore tro food; ſeeing Godwho hath ap- 
pointed thetime hath appointednoleſſe 


| the means ofpreſcruing life? &ſhalt not 


thou deſerue to bec held a murderer of 
thine own ſoule &body,in a worſe ma- 


ner, who, thus reaſoning from Gods | 


determination in his moſt ſecret coun- 
ſell touching thine eternall eſtate,ſhalr 
| "© there- 


lob.14.5. 
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Deut.29, 
295 


therefore negle&@ all care of the holic 
meanes which God 'in this reuealed 
will of his (which 'onely belongeth tp 
thee tolookeafter) hath preſcribed to 
all who would attaine to.that. bleffed- 
neſſe,/whereto hee hath fore-appointed 
them, as if thou wouldeſt haue heauen 
drop into thy mouth without thy ſce- 
king of it? <M | 


worthy farther mentioning , who de- 
ſperately profeſſe themſclues not once 
to ſecke entrance into heauen) in the 
ſecondplace how many ate there,cuen 
of profeſſed ſeckers, who yer, alas, for 
want of ſtrinizg, ſhall not bee able to 
enter? witneſle for proofe hereof, be- 
ſides the text in hand, three other preg- 
nant teſtimonies from the ſame our Sa- 
uiours mouth; The fifft, Marth, 7. 21. 
Not exery one,that ſaith untome: Lord, 


which is in heauen, Yea, ſaith he, many | 
ſhall ſay to meein that day, Lord, Lord, 
hame not wee by thy name propheſied, and 
by thy name caſt out Denils? and done 


But (to leaue ſuch miſcreants, not | 


Lord,ſhal enter into the kingdom of hea- | 
wen, but he that doth the will of my Father | 


| , 0m. Or IEC TI OTC eG: 


many great works thorough thy name? & | 


CT 


. then 
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then will I profeſſe wnto them, 1 nexer 
kaew you;depart from mee yee workers of 
iniquity. Paralel wherto is the ſecond 
place, inthe wordes immediately fol- 
lowing vpon our text,as an expotition 
and confirmation thereot; when the 
forme of the houſe is riſen vp, and 

ath ſhat the dore,and ye beginne to ſtand 
without, and to knocke, ſaymg : Lord, 
Lord, open vnto vs, and he ſhall anſwere, 
aud ſay unto you, 1 know you not whence 
you are, Then, loe what pleading of 


| old acquaintance, (not as ifatter death 
before.Gods Tribunall there ſhall be a- 
| ny ſuch parley, but to note whar it is 
that many in this life relie ypon, hoping 
thereby to bee Jet inco heauen when 
they die,cuen a bare profeſſion of Reli- 
gion) for,then ſhall yee beginne to ſay,we 
haue eaten and dranke in thy preſence, 
that is, hawe beene partakers of thy ſucri- 
fices, and facramemts, and thou haſt | 
taught in our ſireetes, as\f they ſhould 
ſay,wee hauc beene diligent commers 
to heare ſermons, & yet neither is this 
_ { cnough,for,notwithitanding, hee ſhall 
- I! fay,T rellyon, I know you not fromwhence 
you are;depart, from me all yee workers 


of 


ee as 


Ver.25, 
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Verſe 5, 


Vetle 13, 
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of iniquity.The third proote, conſonant 
in meaning tothe two former,is taken 
from the the Parable of the fine fooliſh 
Virgines, Math,25.Who, becauſe they 


though they had no wiſe care to pro- 
uidethemſclues of ole in their weſſels, 
are noted to haue gore forth ts meet the 
Bridegroome, thereby ſhewing deſire, 
and expectation ofhis comming,as al- 
ſo, nolefle then the wiſerfiue, ro haxe 
ſlumbred and ſlept ,whiles he tarried,that 
is,to haue reſted ſecure of entrance in 
with him, whenſocuer he ſhoulcLome; 
and yer,ſ{eeking too late to enter, were 


molt miſerably diſappointed, and ſhur 


vingtoteachys thus much, that it is 
not eucry crying, Lord, Lord, not cue- 
ry calling,though with earnclineſſe (as 
men often on their death bed ſeeme to 
doc)on the name of God :no, nor yet 
preaching, or working miracles in the 
name of Chriſt: nor yet comming to 
cate and drinke yearely, (as the Tewes 
did in the Paſſeover) or if it were 
monthly to receiue the holy Sacra- 
ment at the Table of Chriſt : or weeke- 


1 ly 


had Lampes ofan outward profeſſion , | 


out,with [ know you not, Alltheſe ſer-] 


and narrow Way. 


ly, or dailic to repaire to the Church to 
heare the word of Chriſt: not any, or 
all of theſe, nor yet lampes of outward 
temporary profeſſion, rouching our 
hope and expeCtation of the comming 
of Chriſt; that will ſeruc our turnes,to 
admit vs with Chrilt into his kingdom, 
No, for though wee thus ſeeke (which 
is more then many doe) and hereupon 
conceiue ſome hope of happinefle, yer 
this is not enough;luch hope, if there 
bee no more, will but deceiue vs, cx- 
cept wee ſhall !labour to ſupply what is 
wanting,which ih thoſe places we may | 
find addedin the reaſons of excluſion ; 
viz: firſt to leaue to be workers of in:- 
quity:& ſecondly to labour to der oxr 
Fathers will, which is ia heawen: and 
thirdly to get with the wiſe Virgines 
oile in our veſſels, that is true grace in 
our hearts, which alone is able to nou- 
riſh, and keepe in, the lampes of our 
profeſſion, vntill the Bridegroomes 
appearice, The endeauor wherof,what 
isitineffeft ? but that earncit ftrifec, 
which our Sauiour exhorteth vnto, ro 
enter in at the ſtraitgate, and walke in 
the narrow way ; ſo diſtaſtfull tofleſh 
K 2 and 
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and blood, that moſt had rather quite 
forgoec the hope offſaluation, then on- 
rer and walke in it- and yet,as our Sa- 
uiour maketh the compariton, Marke 
9.43.&c. that it is better to goe maimed, 
halt,or with one eye, to heauen, then ha- 
wing every limme and member ſaund, to 
bee throwne headlong into hell : So may 
wee boldly ſay, thartitis farre better , 
though crouching with broken ſhoul- 
der-bones,and ſtriptnaked of all gar- 


| ments ſpotted with the fleſh, to enter 


in at this ſtrait gate to heauen, then 
with the multitude, who prefer carthto 
heauen, and the enioying of the plea- 
ſure of finne for a ſeaſon to the fruiti- 
on of cuecrlaſting ioyes, to wander, 
without this gatc, in the darke ways 
of death. 

36 Howbeit, cuen heere wee had 
needeto be warned of Satans ſubrilty; 


| who becauſe our Sauicur hath coun- 


{elled toenter, and walke in the ſtrait 
| gate, and narrow way, hath (according, 
| ro his Apiſh, and crafty cuſtome) to the 
| end he might miſlcad men, dcuiſed and 
ſer foorth certaine patcs and waies, 


as 
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as there are many (after the Heatheniſh 
and Idolatrous guiſe) in the Popiſh pre- 
tended high way to heauen ; as, their 
vowes of voluntary pouerty, perpetu- 
all chaſtity,and regular obedience,their 
ſet times of faſting, ſhrift, barefoot pil- 
grimages,whippings of themſclues,and 


other penances (to which the Rhemiſts, |, 


vpon this text, referre vs; ) all which, 
howſocuer they make a ſhew of ſtrait- 
neſle to ſuch poore vnderlings, as are 
not able to releeue themſelues by dif- 
penſation, yet, as many waies, ſeeming 
ſtrait, may be pathes of the broad way 
leading to death (which the Papiſts 
themſelues cannot deny, vnleſle they 
will make that a way to heauen, where- 
inthePriefts of Baa/ trode, which yet 
may ſeeme as ſtrait to fleſh and blood, 
as any way of theirs, when they cutte 
themſelaes,and that (ſaith the ſpirit) as 
their manner was, with knines and laun- 
cers, till the blowd guſhed ont) ſo, that 
ſuch, 2ndno better, theſe wayes of 
Popery be indeed, howſocuer magni- 
fied;as th'only ſtate of perfetion, may 
appeare by theſe two reaſons: Firft, 
becauſe they be none other, then ſuch 
K 3 as 
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Verſz3, 


Rom.10. 4 
Eph.4. 29, 


r Kin.12, 
23, 


Ter. 6. 16, 


Ircm. 


| 


as xetaxed by Th apoſtle, Coleſc 2.21. 
for Will-worſhip, conſiſting in beggarly 
traditions, {uch as touch not, taſte not, 
handle not,&c. which all periſh with the 
v/ing,and are after the commandements 
and doitrines of men , neuer preſcribed 
by Ieſus Chriſt : and ſecondly, becauſe 
they bring not vnto Chriſt, rhe end of 
the law,and aime of obedience; but con- 
trarywiſe, as ſeroboam ſet vp Calues in 
Dan and Bethel, to keepe the ten tribes 
from going to worſhip God at [eruſa- 
lem,ſo arethelc by Sacan erected, as 
falſe gates, to make men [to repoſe 
confidence in their owne meritorious 
perfeCtions, and ſupererrogations,and 
not in Chriſt, 

Secing therefore, cucry gate & way, 
which maketh ſhew of Rraitneſle,is not 
that (traite gate, and narrow way, of 
which our Saniour ſpeaketh, vnto the 
agony and (trifc here required, muſt be 
added that counſeil, which the Lord 
in /cremy doth giuc his people, to ſtand 


«=.xL | in thewayes and behold, and arke among 
| = | the old waies(as ſome with warrant fro 


the originall, and neceſſity of truth,do 
render,fince there be many old wayes, 
that 
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| other,are moſt dangerous) toſtriue for 


| Abraham) who,confeſſing that they were 
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that are not good)which wthe good way, 
41d to walke therein, that wee may finde 
reſt for our ſoules, For ſo doth a two- 
fold care lie ypon vs; the fir/t to labour 
to finde out which is the good gate, & 
way; wherewith God if wee will ſub- 
mit our ſelues, and looke to be taught 
ofhim, will acquaint vs by theſe two 
certaine and infallible markes, viz:firſt 
ifit bepreſcribed by Chriſt, the truth - 
ſecondly,ifit lead vs to Chrift,our lite: 
as the pathes before diſcoucred are and 
doc, which being found out, our ſe- 
cond care ought to be, putting away | 
all delaies(which in this caſe aboue all 


entrance,and being cntred, to walk on 
with Abraham, and the reſt, (by faith 
made children and bleſſed with faithfull | 


ſtrangers and pilgrimes on earth,declared 
plainely thereby that they ſought a Coun- 
trie ; not that whence they came, but 
a better, that is an heauenly; of whore 
therefore God ({aith the Apoſtle)was nor 
aſhamed to bee called therr God, for hee 
hath prepared for them a City, A fol- 
lower of whoſe footſteps, and a guide 
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Gen.29.1 


Malach. 
4-2. 


(Reu.,z. 
17.) 


Luk-10,4: 


to ours, was that famous Trauailer, the 


bleſſed Apoſtle himſelfe, the pen-man 


dred long bcfore hee came to ſee 
the way, yet hauing found it, and 
being entred, how Gid he- (as is noted 
of 1acob, after he had paſſed' thorough 
Bethel, that gate of heauen) hift vp his 
feet,and make haft vnto thar land of rhe 
childrer of the eaſt 5 vpon whome ' the 
Propher promifeth that ſanre of righ- 
teorſneſſe 19 ariſe, and health wnder his 
winges ; witneſle his owne wordes, 
wherein he profcficth his reſolution in 
his trauaile, Philip, 3.13.& ſoforwards: 
Brethren, T acconnt not my ſelfe that I 
hateattained to it; he meanethto that 
full comprehenſion of Chriſt or perfe- 
Rion of grace which hee ought to la- 
bour after,(And ifnot Saint Paxl, then 
who may, Phariſaically thinke him- 


ceawarntingnothing but one thing, ſaith 
he, 1doe: onething indeed that ore 
receſſary thing, in compariſon where- 
of, like AZary, hee minded nothing 
elſc; forgerting that which i behind, 


endeanonring vnto that which is before, 


# fol- 


of that their praiſe ; who hauing wan- | 


ſcIfe perfe&,and as the Angel of Laod;-1 
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T follow hard (or preſſe with an eager 
purſuit,(ſo doth the word emphatically 
import)after the marke, or by leuelling 
at the marke,for(or vnto, that is, to 
attaine vnto) that high price of the cal- 
ling of God in Teſws Chriſt : being that 
which Peter calleth an immarceſsible 
garland, or crowne of glory. Vpon 
which worthy preſident, let me inferre 
by way of counſell to vs all, the Apo- 
ftles owne concluſion : /et ws therefore, 
as many as bee perfett,bee thus minded : 
Andas for thoſe who yet are otherwiſc 
minded, let our praier be, that God if 
they belong tohim, would inhis ap- 
pointed time, reueale the ſame wvnto the. 
In the meane time, let vs all, in that 
wherennto wee are come, according to 
the meaſure of grace receiued, proceede 
by one and the ſame rule,andline, min- 


ding the ſame thing by the direftion & 
condu& ofGods word and fpirite; as 
the Ifraelitcs by the leading of the p/- 
lar towards {anaan, or the wiſe men 
vnto Chriſtby the guidance ofthe far; 
yea farther,let our promiſe be, & prai- 
er alſo, with that man after Gods own 
heart,that wee may 74#,not creepe nor 
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goe, butrunne the waies of God,when he 
hall enlarge our hearts, For ſurely in 
this courſe onely may ambitious (rife 
ſeeme commendable, when, as Peter 
and [shn, ranne both together vnto the 
{epulchre; ſo we runne with conten- 
tion to ſ{ecke our Sauiour, ſtriving, as 
they did, each to outrunne the other, 
to ſurpaſle nor only others, butalſo our 


{clues, notin greatnefle, but in good-. 


neſſe, growing Kill in grace as we doe 
in age. 

In which race, ſo to runne that wee 
may obtaine, we are notably directed, 
and encouraged, by that cloude of wit- 
neſſes, which is to vs, as that pillar of 
cloude was to the [ſraelites, vnder the 
ttandard of that Lion of [xdah,our moſt 
victorious leader, Heb. 12.1, 2. Where- 
fore, ſeeing that we are compaſſed with ſo 
great a cloud of witneſſes, let vs alſo caſt 
away enery thing that preſſeth downe, and 
the ſine that hangeth ſo faſt on, and let 
vs ranne with patience therace that is ſet 
before vs,looking wnto Teſws, that Chiefe- 
taine and perfetter of our faith; who for 
the toy that was ſet before him, endured 
the croſſe, and deſpiſed the ſhame, and ts 


ſet 


POE" IC en BEES 


a. 


and narrow way. 


139 


ſet at the right hand of the throne of God; 
whom, if we be truely wiſe, we will bee 
ready to follow, though it bee to Gol- 
gotha, with Simon bearing the crofle; 
that with him from mount Olizet wee 
may aſcend to heauen, and bee made 
partakers of his crowne; andif, as /aa- 
cob (though not without ſweating and 
paines) wee, ſhall wreſtle with Chriſt 
vntill the euening, »ot letting him goe 
vntill he bleſſe vs, doubtleſle,as hee did, 
ſo ſhall wee preuaile with God; and 
howſocuer wee departlimping,to ſhew 
that we haue buckled with our better, 


yet we ſhal carry away the blefling,and 


Iſrael ſhall be our name, 

Of which our preuailing with 
God, which may aſlure vs thatwe ſhall 
alſo preuaile with men (to come to 
our fourth and laſt vie of the doctrine 
and ſovntoan ende of all) how can the 
conſol ations ſeeme ſmall vnto vs ? who 


._ | by this agony and ſtrife, being entred 


at the ſtrait gate, ſhall finde our ſelues 
of that broode of Tranellers, which the 
Pſalmiſt calleth Iaacob; who howſoc- 
uer fora while wee walke as pilgrimes 


and ſtrangers ypon the. carth, yer | 
| may / 
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Luk.10.20 


| Phil.1. 23, 


Luk. 2,294 


1 Pfal, 24.3. 


| Verl. 5, 


may rejoice in this, which our Sarionr 
dire&cth his to look vnto, as the chie- 


feſt caule of ioy, that our names are en- | 


rolled for Citizens in hearen, where 1s 
our home, and head, andall our trea- 
ſure. Towards which our countrey 
whites we are making {peede, longing 
with Th apoſtle hence to depart, and 
toget home, (as we may well, with old 
Simeon, when once we haue cmbraced 
in our armes of faith, our thrice bleſſed 
Sauiour) oh bleſſed may wee bee, and 
bleſſed this out trauell and fpeede, For 
why? hauing innocent hands,and apure 
heart not lifring vp our mindes to vanity, 
nor ſmearing deceitfully, aſſuredly wee 
ſhall receine a bleſſing from the Lord, and 
righteonſneſſe, that is the crowne and 


'| reward of our righteoufneſle,from(that 


righteous Iudge) the God of our ſalurti- 
01. For firſt, in death we ſhall bee ſure 
of life, to aſcend where our glori- 
ous headis already crowned, into the 
higheſt heauens, there to dwell before 
the throne,and inpreſence ofthe lamb, 
and to cnioy with God himſfelfe, and 
all the holy Angels, and triumphant 
Saints,euerlaſting and moſt bliſfull glo- 


ry, 
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ry, which ſeeing eie hath not ſeene, nor 
eare heard, nor the heart of man hath bin 
excr able to conceine; Why ſhould my 
penne goe about to deſcribe ; and not 
rather leaue all our ſoules, who can en- 
tertaine hope thereof, with ioy vnex- 
preſſible, to ftand altoniſhed? To ſpeak 
therefore onely of our preſent ſtate ; 
wherein though we be the ſonnes of Ged, 
yet it appeareth not what wee ſhall bee; 
whiles weeare bencath in this vale of 
teares, and Tabernacles made of clay, 
whoſe foundations are inthe duſt, yer 
ſtand wee now in Gods courts, and 
dwell in his holy Tabernacle, of which 
you heare whartthe Singer of Ifrael ſang 
ſo \weetly Pſal. 84. Oh how amiable! 
&c, One day in thy courts is better, then 
els where a thouſand yeeres : yea, a bet- 
ter choiſe by farre to be adoore keeper m 
the houſe of God, then to awell, though 
with Soueraigne command,rz the tents 
of wickedzeſſe. Indeede let vs weigh 
things well in the balances of the ſan-. 
Ctuary, and we ſhall finde that there is 
no compariſon betweene thoſe dwel- 
lings, waics,and walkings, 

38 For (that wee may preuent ex- 
cepti- 


1.Cor.2.9, 


1.loh 3.2, 
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| Gen.18, 


| ceptions briefly,and giue withal encou- 
ragement tocuery faithful, bur fainting 
ſoule) Firſt, for the company ; what 
though, walking in this narrow path, 
weſeeme to walke alone, or with few 
Companions ? Surely this may adde 
couragetovs, to goe on, 1n aſſurance. 
that we are in the way to life, which (if 
our Sauiouft be worthy credit) but few 
doe finde, For, neither haue in any age 
the beſt things pleaſed the greateſt mul- 
titudes, nor the beſt profeſſion been e- 
uer beſt reported of, witnefle that 
{ſpeech of the Iewes at Rome touching 
the profeſſion of Chriſtians, Ats 28. 
22. As concerning this ſett we know that 
it is enery where ſpoken againſt, Not- 
withſtanding neither ſhall we be in this 
tourney altogetheralone ; {ome in all 
ages hauing gone before vs, and ſome 
to the worldes ende following aftec; 
and many doubtlefie (though not the 
moſt nor greateſt Rufflers in the world) 


+ecven for the preſent footing it withvs, 


of all other the truſtieſt Companions in 
the way, Neither, put caſe wee were 
forced as /acob,to goc all alone, neede 
weto feare want of company, fince in 


this 
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this way, loe, as to him, Chriſt Teſus, 


and all the hoſt of God, the holy Angels, 


| are ready to meet with ys, And ſescordly, 
for the way it ſelfe, howſocuer art firſt, | 


it may ſeeme difficult, and diſpleafing 
ro our fleſh (the duties of piety to 
weake beginne's, who are yet as old 
bottles notable to hold ew wine,being 
not ſo delightful but a burden rather, & 
the profeſſ1on of the faith, as to Nico- 
demns , at firſt, matter of feare, till wee 
are accuſtomed thereunto, and haue 
gotten ſtrength as did the ſame MNico- 
demas after to grow bold) yet when 
once we haue taſted, and are growne 
well acquainted with the grace of life, 
wee ſhall finde, with Dazid,nothing ſo 
{weet vnto our ſ{oules as the ſeruice of 


the Lord. Inſomuch that wee ſhall ſee 


| cauſe rather to pitty, then enuy their 


wretche1 liberty, that, being not ſer- 
uants vnto righteouſneſle, are, whiles 


moſt miſerableſlaues of finne. 

And farther, to preuent the cauill 
(which ſome make an Apology for 
their finfull loath, in doing naught or 
nothing, becauſe they can neuer dot e- 


nough) 
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they thinke themſclues onely free, the 
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nough) what though when we hae done 
all that is commanded (if wee could, 
which none can doe) we muſt confeſle, 
we are vuprofitable ſernants : yet neither 
let this diſcourage vs from doing our 
beſt, or making it with Sarmr Paul, our 
onely aime to fintſh our conrſe with toy, 
who haue beene taught, that what was 
impeſſible to the Law, Chriſt Ieſus hath 
ſupplied for vs : and withall obtained, 
that whoſo belecuc in him, ſhewing 
their faith by their ſincere, howſocuer 
weake,cndeauour of obedience,ſhould 
be in God the Fathers reckoning eſtee- 
med righteous ; and for his i 
nefſe, not their owne obedience, held 
worthy of life cternall. 

And, what though the children of 
God, hauing their worldly Rate pro- 
portioned in Chriſt himſelf, who. in the 
daiesof his humiliatio refuſed to be made 
a King, doe forthe moſt part want that 
outward pompe, and luſtre of the 
world, that ſo dazeleth the carnall ejc? 
Yet herein the Kings daughter excelleth 
all the children of this world ;-that ſhee 
1s all glorious within; pertectly faire m 
the eres of her welbeloued, through his 

: beauty 
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beauty which he hath put vpon her, and 
comely. as the curtaines of Solomon, in 
the Hght of the vnnaturall ſonnes of her 
mother,who are angry and enuious a- 
gain{ther, Yea, ſo doe the hidden 
beames of grace breake through the 
cloud of their afflicted, and deſpiſed 
condition, that not onely the clearc 
fight of the ſpirituall bcholders, doth 
diſcernethem, as ſparkes of heauenly 
beauty, but euen the enuious eie of ma- 
lignant worldlings cannot but looke 
vpon them, though as cie-ſores, nor 
their preiudicious heart, but allow and 
admire them, making them that neuer 
regard to imitate the practiſe of their 
life, at times to wiſh that they may 
be partakers of the comtort of their 
death. 
Finally, where may the voice of 
laſting toy and ſound reioicing bee 
card, but as the Pſa/miſt ſpeaketh, i» 
the Tabernacles of the righteors ? For, 
howſocuer worldlings,that never knew 
what true delight or pleaſure meaneth 
make a crackling of lauchrer, /ike a fire 
of thorzes under 4 pot, thinking them- 
| {clues to haue, at Ica(t, the aduantage 
| 8 of 


— 
— 2 > —__ wo 4 -- 


Canr,1.4, 


Pſa 118.15 
i 


Eccleſ.7.8. þ 


2” 

: 

> 

* 1 % RES 
—_—_— 
1 y 

/ 

——— 
A 


The ſtrait gate, 
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Iudg.1 6 25 


Pro, 12,36. 


1.Per.1 8. 


Prout 4.10 
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of mirth aboue Gods children, who fit 


as /oſeph in afflictijons, vnminded : or as 
Sampſen,derided of them in their merri- 
ments and good fellowſhip : yet here-| 
in alſo the righteous are more excellext 
then their neighbours ; who,though they 
walke iathorny waies, and cannot bur 
bepricked with many griefes and dif- | * 
quietments, hauec yet Chriſt Ieſus as the 
brazen Serpent to looke vpon; where- 


' | by the'#eng of Death, and ſtrength of 


finne is ſo remoued from their hearts; . 
that, grounded in faith, renewed by re- 
pentance, practiſed in obedience, con- 
firmed in patience, they cannot but re- 
ioice with io vnſpeakeable and glorious. 
Neither is it for the Stranger to medale 
with the Chriſtians ioy, Sufticeth it him, 
that (as his portion in this life) hs 
corne and wine and ole excreaſeth : the |. 
light of Gods louing countenance, the 
promiſe of his continuall afſiſtance, the 
comfort of his gracious ſpirit, the hope 
of his glorious preſence, are hidtlen 
from the groſle and carnall cie, part- 
ly by the malice and ſubrilty of the 
Godof this world, but chiefly by the 


iuſt wrath of the God of heauen, who 
- leaueth 
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leaueth thoſe deſpiſers to behold, and | 
wonder at, the hopefull endeauour and 
alacrity of his ſeruants; who weighing 
the precious worth of this coun- 
ſell of our Sauiour,doe ſtriue 
by violence to enter in- 
to this gate of 
HE Aven. 
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P/al. 118. 20, Thus # thegate 
of the Lord: the righteous ſhall 


enter intoit; 


Tſai. 30.21 This is the way: 
watke yee in it. 
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